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FOREWORD 

THIS ~~ANUAL HL\S BEEN PREPARED BY A CONTINENTAL MARK I I m',/NER" REBUILDER 
AND ENTHUSIST WITH THE TI-DUGI-fT' IN t~IND OF HELPING OTHER MARK II OWNERS 
MAINTAIN AND RESTORE THEIR AUTOS. 

ALL THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION MID KNOWlEDGE THAT THE AUTHOR HL\S" MID 
HL\S BEEN ABLE TO GATHER" IS CONTAINED IN THESE PAGES REGARDING THE 
~1ARK I I. THE ACCURACY OF HISTORICAL AND STATISTICAL DATA IS AS THE 
INFORMATION HL\S BEEN OBTAINED FROM ALL THE VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS THAT 
HL\VE PRINTED SUCH MATrER... AND OTHER KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUALS. 

THIS MANUAL IS NOT DESIGNED TO REPLACE THE MASTER CHL\SSIS AND BODY PARTS 
CATALOG OR THE TECHNICAL DATA MANUAL" BUT RATHER TO ENHANCE THOSE. ~AN
UALS AS A SUPPLEMENT. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

BUDDY HOLIDAY IS AN ACTIVE BOOSTER OF THE LINCOLN CONTINE~~AL OWNERS CLUB 
IN THE WESTERN REGION. CURRENTLY HE IS THE EDITOR OF A nJELVE PAGE "MAGA
ZINE" CALLED THE CONTINENTAL CONFAB FOR THE ~'IESTERN REGlON. HE IS THE CLUB 
SECRETARY AND AREA ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN. IN NOVEtABER 1~/5 HE WAS IN THE 
MIDDLE OF RESTORING A PARTS CAR TO THE RANKS OF A RESTORED AUTO \"!HEN THE 
PARTS REQUIRED TURNED our TO BE ELUSIVE AND EXPENSIVE" AND TECHNICAL DATA 
WAS DIFF ICULT TO CC1v1E, BY. IT ¥IAS AT TH IS TIT'fttE HE DEC IDED TO FORM THE 
COMPANY CALLED HOLIDAY SPECIAL INTEREST AUTOS" INC. FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE 
OF CONDUCTING BUSINESS DEALING WITH CONTINENTAL MARK II'S AND THEIR PARTS • 
.A LARGE STOCK OF NEW AND USED PA~TS ARE MAINTAINED PRIMARILY FOR THE CON
VIENCE OF CLUB MEMBERS... WJ-K) CALL DAILY FROM ALL OVER THE COUNlRY AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES TO OBTAIN PARTS AND TECHNICAL INFOPJv1ATION. 
IN HIS AUTO BODY SHOP FACILITY HE RESTORES MAW FINE AUTCJrI()BILES INCLUDING 
THE MARK I I • . 
ANOTHER CavlPANY" HOLIDAY STUDIO RENTALS" RENTS HIS COLLECT~ON OF AUTOS TO 
THE LOCAL fv10VIE STUDIOS. THIS CQ'.1PANY IS NOvi AVAILABLE TO 'OUTSIDERS" so 
THEIR AUTOS" TOO" MAY BE RENTED TO THE STUDIOS , IN THIS WAY" RESTORATION 
COSTS CAN BE REDUCED. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE LINCOLN CONTINENTAL O\'JNERS CLUB" fv10VIE 
STUDIO RENTALS" RESTORATIONS" PARTS OR TECHNICAL ADVICE CONTACT THE Al.JJI-K)R 
AT: 

BUDDY E. HOLIDAY ENTERPRISES 
3621 WEST BURBANK BOULEVARD 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91505 
(213-842-4221) 1 



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE
 

"I have had many cars but none that so satisfied 
my soul as the Continental, she was a real lady." 

John StcUnbec..fl 

To those individual Continental Mark II owners that had the foresight and 
the confidence in me and this manual, "THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE", 
to help during pre-publication sales, I offer my thanks. There will be one thou
sand copies of this manul printed, with the first fifty being serial numbered and 
autographed. Buddy E. Hollddq 

H.T. Price Walter Goeppinger Ed. L. Branam 
Ron Waldorf John Battaile S. Lautman 
Damon Wheeler Joe Gardella Walt Rhea 
Charles Craig Bob Cook John W. Wittman 
Jesse Feldman Russ Hamilton John Brophy 
Paul Hudelson William Jackson floyd Mendoza 
Frank W. Mitchell Maurie Baker David L. DeGeer 
Dick Bowler Norm Collingwood Gary Cochrane 
Michael L. Murphy John Bryant J. Allen Perkins 
Dick Beren Gary Moore Arthur B. Gauss 
Ed Bichich W.H. Dickson Merle E. Smith 
Jim Storck 
Elmer Schwerin 

Raymond C. Watson 
John Adrain 

Floyd E. Moore 
M.H. Diels 

Glenn Cox Pat Quinn V.L. McGuire 
Tom Spiel Frank Thomas Byron Smith 

INSTRUCTIONS 

To make the most use of this manual from the start, begin at page one and read 
every page, or scan it first. You will immediately be surprised and bewildered 
at the facts and what you thought you knew to be facts. There is still much to 
be learned about the Mark II, and in a year or two a supplement to this manual 
will be available with updated material. When you have read through the manual, 
if you have any particular questions regarding what you have read about a sub
ject, then go to the INDEX and copy those page numbers down that all relate to 
the subject, and go to each of those pages and combine all the information. It 
is difficult to put all the subject information together as it will relate to 
other subjects throughout the manual, hence, the INDEX. 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIVE 

Dealers, wholesalers, retailers and others that have Mark II parts and services: 

BUDDY E. HOLIDAY
 
dba, Buddy E. HolidaY Enterprises, Inc., HolidaY Special Interest Autos, Inc.,
 
Cal-Green Automotive., HolidaY Studio Rentals. HolidaY Investments.
 
Author and pub lisher of The Con.ti..nental HaJlk II Re6to1r.VtJ., GLUde.
 
Has restoration facilities for restorin~ the Mark II, doin~ primarily metal finish

in~, paintine and parts. Call for advice and/or Questions. L.C.O.C. member.
 
Maintains a warehouse of Mark II parts; new, used and reproduced. Prices are most
 
reasonable, especially to Lincoln Continental Owners Club members and/or low bud~et
 

restorers. Cars that are parts cars always on hand. 3621 West Burbank Blvd., Burbank
 
California 91505 office 213-8424221 and 848-6358 Home 213-767-2170
 
Referred to in the manual as: The Author, HolidaY, HSIA.
 

M.H. (BRICK) DIELS (Merton Diels) 
Diels has most all Mark II parts' new, used and reproduced. He has been doin~ this 
for ten years and is apparently an advid Mark II dealer. He advertises heavilY in 
many hobbiest pUblications. The author believes Brick to be sincere in his dealin~s, 

however, he is prone to many mistakes and delays which cause hard feelin~s. When 
dealin~ with Brick, proceed cautiouslY and perhaps the relationship will be harmon
iouslY rewardin~. Brick is an L.C.O.C. member. 
Brick is available for questions and advice bY Just calli~. 301-464-0854 
12005 Tulip Grove Drive, Bowie, Maryland, 20715 

DESERT CLASSICS, INC., AXEL C.r. HOLM,II 
Axel is the president of the Lincoln Continental Owners Club and maintains a "fact
ory" in No(!a Ies, Mexico "re-manufacturin~" the Mark II. It is reported that these 
are frame UP rebuildine close to the ori~inal, thou~h liberties are taken unless 
requested otherwise. Improvements include disc brakes, air conditionint, etc. The 
prices have been reported to be from $12,000 to rebuild yours to $27,000 and UP 
outri~ht. This includes all new ~Iass, upholstery and leather, wirin~ and electrics, 
en~ine and runnin~ ~ear, tires and paint and metal work. 
Desert Classics will, on insistent reQuests, supply reproduced parts and when Axel 
can be stopped lone enou~h to en~ate him in conversation, he can and will answer 
many questions •• He, too, is an authority on Mark lIs. Mailint address: Box 1058, 
No~ales, Arizona, 85621 602-287-3656 

NARRAGANSETT RESTORATION CO., INC., ED PEASE 
Ed is Quite active in the Mid-Atlantic Re~ion of L.C.O.C. and he reproduces many 

Mark II parts, such as 1956 under hood liners, fender emblems, Kni~hts head, etc. 
He also handles L.C~O.C. project items for the re~ion. His company also restores 
automobiles, plus handlin~ parts and wirint harnesses for many makes. Also, not to 
for~et carpets. Write for catalo~ue and include SASE. P.O. Box 36, Kineston, 
R.I., 02881 

BILL HIRSCH 
Hirsch advertises heav ily in hobbY publications that he has carpet and upholstery 
material, includin~ leather, for the Mark II. Write for samples. 396 Littleton Ave., 
Newark, N.J., 07103 

BILL WHITE 
i(iterature for Lincolns. 1295 Sprin~dale., Louisville, Ky., 40213 

continued 
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THE CONTINENTAL ~'1ARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

DEALERS, continued 

RELIABLE AUTO WRECKING, JACK ROSEN 
Jack maintains a wrecking yard for all types of autos, including Mark lIs. He 
claims to have the largest supply of Mark II parts in the USA, but that could 
be debateable. His prices aren't always the lowest, but he does normally have 
the parts you may need and reports are good on his prompt shipping. He does 
have a good supply of rebuilt parts. He also is the distributor for HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL INTEREST AUTOS, INC for the Mark II windshield when they must be ship
ped, otherwise Holiday handles the local sales. He is always more than happy 
to talk on the telephone about Mark II parts. 1751 Spruce, Riverside, Calif., 
92507 714-683-0950 

F &C CLASSIC PARTS 
The author has no information on this company, other than that they advertise 
on ocassion that they have Mark II parts for sale. 4 Wayne Drive, Poughkeepsie, 
New York, 12601 

AUTOMOTIVE OBSOLETE, DUANE STEELE
 
Duane can supply Mark II headliners of broadclot h .. They are already made up from
 
patterns he has in stock. Colors are Taupe, Grey, Biege, Fawn, Blue, Green and
 
Black. Taupe and Grey are $19.50 while the others are $20.65. These are not the
 
best of materials but then the prices aren't too high either. 1023 E. 4th Street,
 
Santa Ana, California, 92701 714-541-5167
 

When writting to any of the business' listed above, and to others,' be sure to 
include a SASE or you may very well not receive a reply. These people are normally 
busy with their regular business, which may not be primarily Mark II business, and 
a SASE will assure you of a prompt reply. Include part numbers and/or a good draw
ing of what you need. 
SASE OR SSAE means SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE. NOS means NEW OLD STOCK. REPRO 
means REPRODUCTIONS. 
Canadian orders should always be payable in US dollars as the exchange rate is con
siderably less, and allow more for shipping and handling as the cost is higher. Also, 
postage stamps are not interchangeable, send coins. 

Should there ever be any problem with Mark II suppliers listed here the author 
would like to hear about it. 

Good sources for parts, services, sales and wants are the quality hobby publications 
such as OLD CARS, HEMMINGS MOTOR NEWS, CARS AND PARTS and others. 

It is a good idea to be wary of any business, or advertising, that advertise 
without a price given. On ocassions there are some parts that don't warrant at 
taching prices to it, such as if he has a supp ly of fenders that may be in varying 
condition. But still, some kind of price should be given. Either it is for sale 
at a price, or it isn't. Sometimes prices are whatever the traffic will bear. Deal 
cautiously. 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

CONTINENTAL ~1ARK II PRICES EFFECTIVE JULY I, 1975( prices subj ect to chan~e without notice) 

New old stock MISCELLANEOUS 

tie rods LD328o-B $17.88 

tachometer ~ear FAA-17374-A $ 3.50 
drive shaft insulator 4047139 $18.59 
trans. ~asket set HFK-7153-A $15.44 
trans. convertor 0 rin~ $ 3.00 
drive shaft beari~ & retainer $2e.40 
ft. universal joint slip yoke $38.19 
oil sendin~ switch D6A-9278-A $ 7.00 
AIC clutch brushes B6AZ-2979-A $10.79 
en~ine lower rebound mount, round $ 2.07 
AIC clutch bearin~ $10.00 
S shaped tai I pipe 4047744 $1 1.00 
ri~ht side cross over pipe B6LY5246B$33.30 
left side cross over pipe B6LY5246C$33.30 
nuts for hood & deck letters $ .07 
bolts, hood hi~e to firewal I $ .15 
valve cover chrome acorn nuts $ .30 
motor, door ~Iass (replacement) $32.90 
motor, coupli~ B5A-7023440A$ 1.75 
deck lid weatherstrip (replace.) $ 8.31 
ash traY rUbber bumpers 4049352 $ .38 

$' 

ri~ht WIS verica I 40497158 $20.15 
~as tank T vent tube 4047758 $ 4.38 
WIS feltlmetal, adjust. 4049017 $ 2.75 
relay switches # B6A-l451-B $16.25 
chrome bezel under dash 4050137 $ 2.15 
chrome H/L switch 4050\74 $ 5.00 
chrome panel behind master switch $ 5.50 
chrome ~arnish mld~. 4049382 $ 6.88 
wheel covers $95.00 
If rocker mld~. lon~ (not shipped) $65.00 
rt LED4046396 rt LED4046397 $65.00 
rocker mld~ clips 4047885 $ 2.50 
head lamp bezels 4046754 $31.88 
~ril I, cnt. verical bar 4047496 $11.63 
fue \ Iid hand Ie, clirome $ 2.75 
letter C $ 3.00 
If WIS wiper arm (not chrome) $10.00 
left ~ril I 4046519 $284.50 
chrome handles for control consol $ 4.35 
chrome WIS wiper knob 4047928 $ 8.03 
radio knob 4047426 $ 6.70 
antenna vacuum switch 4050036 $ 10.45 
tail lamp lenses $ 12.30 
back UP lenses $ 12.30 
key blanks, not ori~inal $ .50 
vent interior ~ril I, painted $ 9.00 
g Iastic behind HIL switch 4050069 $ 5.35 
heater valve, vacuum B5A18502-B $ 9.00 
heater valve, under hood $ 5.00 

Rt striker replacement B6AZ7022008A $ 6.70 
lower rad. hose replace. CH73 $ 3.50 
U-joints, Wesco 201520 $ 8.10 
batt. cable Packard 30 in. 4E~30 $ 4.00 
batt. cable Packard 22 in. 4E-22 $ 3.75 
steel brake iine w/fittin~s S-320 $ 1.50 
belts, Gates 8228 $ 5.00 
belts, Gates 8245 $ 5.75 
timin~ chain $21.41 
fuel pump, rebuilt, exchan~e $19.90 
brake power booster, exchan~e $45.00 
irebui I t distributor, exchan~e $44.40 
shocks, front, Gabriel HD $24/00 
shocks, rear, Gabriel HD $24.00 
shocks, rear, FoMoCo $IQ.80 
li~ht socket fr park lamps (replace) $ 2.50 
new door ~Iass, same tint $25.00 
new mirror ~Iass in your mirror $ 8.00 
packa~e traY material, YOU dye $ 8.00 
car cover, ~reen dril I, includes post$63.00 
\o/iper motor, 2 speed, used, Elect. $20.00 
heliarc your tail lamp hin~e $20.00 
resilver your interior mirror $12.00 
master chassis & parts catalo~ $15.00 
low pressure power steerin~ hose (re) 9.00 
fuel filler hose, replacement, neo $ 1.00 
left striker, replacement $ 6.70 

EXCELLENT REPRODUCED PARTS 

windshie.1 ds, tinted. safe:tY360471 A$400$1,,-0000seat motor ~ear, Drass BH7~ - :>. 
plateau door rUbber If 4050296 $16.80 
plateau door rUbber rt 4050297 $16.80 
window upper rUbber rt & If $ 7.00ea 
quarter window felts rt & If $16.80ea 
en~ine mounts LD6038-A $18.00ea 
mirror clip exterior, stainless $13.30 
hood ornaments, beautiful $63.00 
~ear shift handle, clear $11.20 
~ear shift handle chrome knob $16.80 
cup washer for ci~ar li~hter $ 7.00 
~as T vent tube, ~ood rubber $ 7.00 
hi~h pressure power steerin~ hose $20.00 
hood & deck letter LCOC project $ 3.00ea 
trunk ornament plastic $35.00 

MANY USED PARTS ON HAND 

For information or adVice send SASE or NO 
REPLY. no CODs. Calif. residents add 6% tax. 
Ass 10% posta~e & handlin~, overa~e refunded. 
Shocks are $1.50 ea additional for posta~e. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE HOLIDAY SPECIAL INTEREST AUTOS.. INC.
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

INSURANCE FOR YOUR MARK II ••••• 

There are several I!ood insurance companies writ1ru! these policies, such as J.C. 
TaYlor, Inc., 8701 West Chester Pike, Upper DarbY, Penna., 19082. They are the 
al!ents and the insurance company is Zuric~American, at least it is in California. 
Application blanks for this company and others can be found in the hobby pUbli
cations. They are simple to fill ~ut and coveral!e can be had in Just a COUPle of 
weeks, or soone~ The rates are very inexpensive. J.C. TaYlor for example, ~ives 

rates of 90 cents a hundred dollars. For instaace, 10,000 dollars insurance for 
comprehensive (fire, theft, vandalism) and collision with no deductible on either 
and this includes 100and 300 thousand dollars liabilitY is onlY ninty dollars a 
Y~ar. All units in ex cess of three there is no charl!e for liability. 

The company requires that the vehicle is maintained solely for use in exhibition, 
club activities, parades or other functions of public interest and are onlY occas
ionallY used for other PU rposes. This would also include an occasional Sunday drive 
to keep the vehicle limbered UP. No vehicle of this type should ever be left 
wi thout betnl! driven a t I east once a month. 

J.C. TaYlor Co. doesn't even come out and look at your car nor do theY even cal I 
you. They assume, apparently, that the customer is honest, and the author feels 
the sam e way. There are rea I fy very few "fdakes" in the hobbY. 

You may insure your Mark II for any amount that YOU wish as lonl! as YOU are willinl! 
to pay the very low premium. It is for stated value, that is, should your car be 
lost bY theft of the entire car or it is totally lost bY fire. the company will pay

I YOU the full amount of your insurance, not a fraction. 

ENGINEI 
The engine is a 368 Cubic inch V8, 6033CC. Horsepower is 285 @ 4600 rpm. The block 
is a ECU type. It has hydraUlic lifters. Ford truck engines of the era were the same 
with the exception that they were solid lifters. The same engine-as the Mark II was 
also used in the regular Lincolns and the Mercury Turnpike Cruiser, minus the valve 

I covers. See INDEX for more on the engine.
-j 

Ii 
.:PRODUCTION COSTIt "+".-.ii The total investment in the Mark II project by Ford Motor COJ!¥)any was twenty million 

lJ dollars. The dynamometer used for testing the engines and transmissions cost $40,000n and the Master Body that was built to test and check the d:tIrensions and the toolingf? 
if, cost $60,000. The Frame Gage cost $27,000. This will serve to g1ve you sane idea of 
r; what it cost to build the finest autanobile still· on the road today. 

The factory rec<Xl1llended price tag on the Mark II was $9,941.00, with air conditioning 
the price was $10,681.00. 

Fleece Lined Plastic was used to ship the Mark II to the dealers, whose mnnbers were 
650 dealers. 

WIRE WHEELS 
There is a rumor fran a man that owns· Mark II wire wheels that Continental had offered 
wire wheels. There were reportedly four sets of wires made by Dayton Wheel Company and 
t hey were offered for eight hundred dollars a set. They have a knock off hub and are 
painted red in the center with the same star emblemas that on the fender. The author 
has seem them and they do look good and authenic. They came from Chicago. 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE
 

PART ONE: HISTORIC 

From the Allen Nevens and Frank Ernest Hill book "FORD: DECLINE AND REBIRTH) 1933
1962" 

"Henry Ford II and his associates were disappointed with what they had inherited 
£'rom the old regime-one popular car, the Ford, then struggling to maintain a sec
ond place position; a pranising but uncertain car in the lower middle range, the
 
Mercury; and a prestige car in the upper price ranges, the Lincoln, that sold
 
rather badly. They had hoped for improvement, and could see it coming in the Ford;
 
however, in the middle-and-upper-price fields the Mercury and the Lincoln were not
 
doing well enough. Ford and his "team" had long calculated the risks and advantages
 
of introducing one and perhaps two vehicles in the higher priced markets.
 

The conception of a broader company with more models had antedated Henry Ford II.
 
Edsel was working toward it when he introduced the Lincoln Zephyr in 1936, and
 
even before the Zephyr had begun to fade, he and John R. Davis had created the Mer

cury (1939), which despite many ups and downs was well established by the early
 
1950s. Now, in 1952-1953, Ford officials were thinking of a company with at least
 
four basic cars. This would enable them to become more fully competive with Gener

al Motors and its five models (Chevrolet, Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick and Cadillac),
 
and Chrysler with its four (Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto, Chrysler). They believed a
 
car in the middle-and-upper-middle price field was particularly needed.
 

Henry Ford II first grappled seriously with the problem when on January 29, 1952,
 
he appointed the 'Davis Committee', comprising much of the company's senior tal 

lent: J.R. Davis, as chairman, Crusoe, Harder, Walker Williams, Ynterna and Young

ren. It got to work at once, and on April 30, 1952, presented a plan to the ex

ecutive committee.
 

Although Henry II had suggested that a suitable program may require the introduct

ion of another car name, a new dealer organization, and an additional car division,
 
the report recorrnnended only one of these drastic changes, and that on a rather mod

est scale. It proposed that a new body be introduced with the 1956 models and used
 
for the Lincoln Cosmopolitan and Capri to compete with the higher priced Buick and
 
the Oldsmobile, to be known as a Mercury; and that a lower priced Mercury should
 
be taken £'rom the Ford shell to compete with the Pontiac.
 

The higher priced Mercury would be a new car, but the committee explained that if.~
 
it were launched with a separate name the outlay involved and the risks to be taken
 
would be great, and that the wiser policy would not be to undertake them. It point
ed out that General ]\1otors had a record of three new-name car failures: the Marqu
ette (1929, dropped 1930), the Viking (1929, dropped 1931), and the LaSalle (1927,
 
dropped 1940). Moreover, if a new name car were established a special dealer or

ganization might be needed, and this would prove difficult and risky to establish.
 
However, the comrn1ttee called for the separation of the Lincoln and Mercury div
isions. It also recommmended that the Continental, disconcinued in 1948, be re
vived.
 

In the ensuing discussion it was proposed that the Mercury made with the Lincoln
 
shell be called the Mercury Monterey, and that later, if successful, it might
 
drop the first half of its name. Further study was recorrmeilded. But it was not
 
long until one feature of the program was accepted. The Executive Committee voted
 
to reintroduce the Continental.
 

continued 
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"First appearing in 1939, this car had never achieved much production (only 5322 
units all told) but had won devoted admirers. 'The finest car I ever owned!' wro' 
a North Carolinian, and his praise was echoed by many other owners. Fortune Mag
azine announced in 1950 that there was general agreement among dealers that 'thE 
Lincoln Continental was one of the most striking United States automobile design: 
in the past twenty years.' The Museum of Modern Art had given publicity to an ex· 
hibit featuring the vehicle. The used car value of the Continental showed half 
the depreciation of the average car, and compared favorably with that of the Cad· 
ilIac. Its return to production seemed imperative. 

William Clay Ford stated that he would like to handle the Continental, and on Ju 
1, 1952, the Executive Committee established a separate division of which he was 
head. The youngest of Edsel's sons thus found an opportunity for which his tal 
ents seemed to fit him, for he had inherited his father's love of styling. With, 
B.A. from Yale and three years of experience in the company, he was now assuming 
his first important responsibility. He assembled a staff, occupying the former 
Henry Ford Trade School, and on May 12, 1953, was elected a vice-president of th 
company. By June of that year he was able to show the Executive Committee a mode 
of the new car. He recommended that the company build a plant for its manufacturl 

and saw the ground broken for the factory on Oakwood Boulevard in Ecorse Townshi: 
on May 20, 1954." 

IMPORI'ANT NAMES DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE CONTINENTAL MARK II 

William Clay Ford, manager Special Products Operations, code name for the Mark 1. 
design team. By May 1953 he became a vice-president. 

John M. Reinhart, chief stylist for the Mark II. 

Harley F. Copp, Chief engineer for the Mark II. 

Gordon M. Buehrig, Chief body engine~r for the Mark II. 

Robert Thomas, Assistant chief stylist for the Mark II. 

E.R. Breech, On July 17, 1952 established the Special Product Operations. 

Nat Wyeth, Chief ride engineer. He was killed from injuries resulting fr 
collision while testing a prototype. 

Roy Butler, engineer for developing the retractable hardtop on the Mark I 
later went on the Ford. 

Enos Derham, builder of the only factory authorized convertible. 

Young and Rubicoff,advertising agency for the Continental Mark II.
 

Ben D. Mills, Assistant general manager of the Continental Division.
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NOTE TO EDUORS 

Information contained in this packet covering the Continental 
Mark II is for release in AM's of Wednesday, October 5, 1955, and 
thereafter. 

Enclosed are the following stories: 

1. General information 

2. Styling 

3. Specifications 

4. Color, upholstery and trim 

5. Manufacturing 

6. Significant dates 

7. Continental Division history 

8. Background on Lincoln-Continental 

9. Biographical sketch on William Clay Ford 

10. Photograpts 

Public Relations 
Continental Division 
Ford Motor Company 
P.O. Box 547 
Dearborn, Michigan 

:': 
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From: Public Relations 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company The Lincoln-Continental (1940-48) 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 
LOgan 5-7000 RELEASE A.M., WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1955 

The late Edsel Ford, son of Henry Ford, originated the Lincoln-Conti

nental while president of Ford Motor Company. 

This car was conceived in 1939 and first produced as a 1940 model. A total 

of 5,322 units were built before production was suspended in March, 1948. 

The design of the Continental was largely a reflection of Edsel Ford's taste 

ln fine automobiles, derived in part from his observations on the European con

tinent. It was characterized by a long, low appearance and had a long hood, com

pact passenger compartment, short rear deck, closed rear-quarter roof panel and 

outside mounted rear spare-tire mount. 

The original Lincoln-Continental prototype, built in 1939, was developed under 

Mr. Ford's direction for his personal use. He drove it on a Florida vacation and 

returned with more than 200 orders from persons who saw it. This enthusiastic re

action prompted him to have it placed in limited production. 

Set on a 125-inch wheelbase, the Continental was three inches lower and 

seven inches longer than most contemporary automobiles. It had a V-12 Lincoln 

engine and was produced in two body styles -- a two-door (hardtop) coupe and a 

two-door cabriolet (convertible). 

In an exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, the Lincoln-

Continental was one of eight cars on display for "excellence as works of art - and 

for mechanical performance meeting the highest technological standards." 

One published comment at the time: "A classic, the last one produced in 

America. It had beauty -- but more than that, it had personality." 

"
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Significant Dates - Continental Division -2- October 5~ 1955 

December 24 First engineering prototype of Continental Mark II completed 
and delivered to the division. 

1955 

April 4 Division moves from Trade School Building to new plant. 

April 15 W.C. Ford named group director~ Lincoln and Continental Division. 

May 11 W.C. Ford appointed to Executive Committee~ Ford Motor Company. 

June 15 First Mark II body delivered to Continental Division. 

June 24 First production car completed. 

October 5 Press introduction of Continental Mark II. 

October 21 Public introduction of Continental Mark II in dealer's showrooms. 

REL

From: Public Relations 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company 
DEARBORN~ MICHIGAN 
LOgan 5-7000 EASE A.M., 

The Continental Division 

WEDNESDAY~ OCTOBER 5.1955 

The Continental Division of Ford Motor Company~ originator of a car designed 
to appeal to the most discriminating, was born in a cornfield. 

In 1952. William Clay Ford, youngest grandson of Henry Ford. was named manager 
of a group of designers and engineers assigned the job of planning an all-new pres
tige automobile that would recapture the distinctive styling of the former Lincoln
Continental. This car had been developed in 1939 under the direction of the late 
Edsel Ford, father of William Ford. 

At first, there were only three men assigned to the new group known as Special 
Product Operation -- Mr. Ford. Chief ~ngineer H.P. Copp and Chief Stylist John M. 
Rheinhart. They set up shop, in the building formerly occupied by the Henry Ford 
Trade School in Dearborn, surrounded by corn and wheat crops and remote from the 
hubbub of automotive mass production. 

After weeks of debate and study to determine what type of top-quality car would 
have the ~reatest appeal, the group decided not to follow a trend toward futuris
tic styling, but instead to develop a design with the more enduring feutures of the 
former Continental in modern form. They' defined it as "modern formal." It was also 
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decided that low-volume production would permit constant attention to superior 
quality in every detail. 

The package dimensions were established first -- a luxury car with front and 
renr seat, 56 inches high, more than 218 inches long, and 77 1/2 inches wide, 
without any less passenger room than was expected in more conventional cars planned 
for 1956. 

As stylists assigned to Special Product Operations began work on their version 
of what the design should be, four outside styling consultants were assigned the 
same task to insure a variety of opinion on the concept of a Continental. 

I When ali proposals were submitted in accordcmce with a rigid set of ground 
rules, but without any identification of the originators, they were reviewed by a 
special committee of Ford Motor Company management. One of the three designs sub
mitted by Special Product Operations stylists was the unanimous choice, and by 
June, 1953, it was fabricated in full-size clay for final management approval. 

The group under William C. Ford became an operating division of the company in 
October, 1953, and plans were laid for the building of an assembly plant to be de
voted exclusively to the high-quality, low-volume production of the Continental. 
Later, it was decided to label it the Continental Mark II, on the assumption that 
the Lincoln-Continental constituted the original series. 

The program was continued in comparative secrecy until October 16, 1954, when 
Mr. Ford announced to the Lincoln-Continental Owners Club during its first national 
rally at Dearborn that the new Continental was being planned for introduction in the 
fall of 1955. 

On December 24, 1954, the first running prototype of the Continental Mark II was 
completed and driven on Ford Motor Company's engineering test track. It was taken 
that night to Mr. Ford's home and shown on Christmas Day to other members of the 
Ford family. The enthusiastic approval of Mrs. Edsel Ford assured William Ford that 
the heritage of the former Continental had been faithfully observed. 

On April 4, 1955, the Continental Division moved to its new plant and office 
building on the Willow Run Expressway in Ecorse Township, Michigan. On June 24, the 
first production Continental Mark II, a black two-door hardtop coupe, rolled off 
the assembly line. 

'3
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From: ?ublic relations 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford ~otcr Company General Story - Continental Mark II 
DearbOl·n ~ Michiga:l 
LOgan 5-7000 RELEASE A.M.~ WEDNESDAY~ OCTOBER 5~ 1955 

A wodern version of one of america's most admired cars returns to the automotive 
scene on Friday~ October 21, when the new Continental Mark II will be introduced in 
dealer's showrooms across the nation. 

Styled with a functional and enduring design~ the Continental is produced to 
meet the strictest quality standards in the automotive industry~ according to Wil
liam C. Ford~ vice president and group executive of Ford Motor Company and general 
manager of the Continental Division. 

"The Continental," Mr. Ford said, "is designed for an exclusive market--a pres
tige market--consisting of persons with good taste who want an automobile embodying 
distinction~ luxury, dignity and quality." 

The beauty of the car's "modern formal" styling~ he added, "lies in its propor
tions and fundamental composition of line and form, derived largely from the best 
characteristics of the former Lincoln-Continental." Retained in modern form are sev
eral of the most distinguishing features of the earlier car, including a long hood, 
compact passenger compartment, a distinctive rear roof quarter~ short rear deck and 
a unique spare tire mount. The tire rests inside the luggage compartment beneath a 
molding stamped into the rear deck lid. 

"From is inception, the Continental was planned to appeal to the owner's indivi
dual taste," said Mr. Ford. "We have deliberately tended toward restr3.ined and 
honest styling, and we believe the Continental has a 'personality' that will sat
isfy a real affection for fine cars." 

Use of the "Mark II" designation, a departure from the practices of identifying 
American-made cars by model year, is based on the assumption that the Lincoln-Cont
inental produced between 1940 and 1948 constituted the Continental "Hark I" series. 
Mr. Ford said such a designation will serve to emphasize the basic body design of 
the Continental design rather than a model of any particular year. 

Believed to be the lowest of American production cars with both a front and a 
rear seat~ the Continental Mark II is only 4 feet 8 inches high. This height has 
been achieved, without sacrificing headroom~ by means of amodified ladder-type frame 
developed by Continental Division engineers. Tests indicate that this design~ charac
terized by tubular construction of crossmembers, affords exceptionaJ torsional rigid
ity, which enhances the car's smooth ride. 

The Continental Mark II is a two-door "hardtop" coupe, available in 14 subdued 
exterior colors and five two-tone combinations. The only optional feature is air 
conditioning. Among standard festures are the automatic transmission~ power brakes 
and power steering, and power-operated vent, side and rear-quarter windows. Controls 
for the front seat and all windows are set into the arm rest at the left of the 
driver, while individual window controls are convienient to each passenger. Dooor 
handles are recessed but readily accessible, and grips built into both arm rests 
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enable passengers to close the doors easily. 

The simply designed instrument panel consists of four clusters welded into the 
top of the front panel near the steering wheel and clearly visible to the driver. 
The dashboard and instrument panel are covered with imported leather to match the 
upholstery. Heater and recirculating air controls are combined in a throttle-type 
arrangement built into the top of the transmission housing, between the driver 
and the front seat passenger. 

While the horsepower of the Continental Mark II engine has not been announced, 
it ranks with the highest in the industry and is considered more than adequate 
for top performance. Such features as cast aluminum rocker arm covers and chrome 
fittings give the new overhead valve V-8 engine an appearance all its own. Each 
engine is tested as a unit on a dynameter, then is tested a second time on the 
dynamometer with its torque converter transmission. All Transmissions also are 
vehicle-tested before being shipped to the Continental plant. Following assembly~ 

all components of the Continenta.} Mark II are given a final check on a test track. 

Special air intakes at the leading edges of the rear quarter panels are cast 
into the bodies of cars to be air-conditioned. Register-type air-conditioning ducts 
set into the headlining eliminate the need for visible plastic ducts. The arrange
ment of ducts and vents makes it possible to heat or ventilate all parts of the in
terior simultaneously. 

The Continental Mark II exclusively is built in a plant especially designed for 
low-volume, high-quality production. The car will be sold through Lincoln dealers 
who have signed a Continental sales agreement. 

From: Public Relations Styling - Continental Mark II 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company RELEASE A.M., WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1955 
Dearborn~ Michigan 
LOgan 5-7000 

The styling theme of the Continental Mark II, defined as "modern formal," 
emphasizes the use of clean lines to achieve an effect of simplicity and elegance. 

Under the direction of William C. Ford, vice president of Ford Motor Company and 
general manager of the Continental Division, stylists of the Continental Mark II have 
attempted to retain in modern form the enduring proportions of the former Lincoln
ContinentaL 

The term "modern formal styling" was adopted at the outset, according to Chief 
Stylist John M. Reinhart, to establish direction in designing a conservative auto
mobile of superior quality with emphasis on honesty of line rather than on artifical 
styling devices. 

"Maximum effect of Continental styling is evident in the functional use of sheet 
metal, chrome and glass," Reinhart said. 
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page	 2 Styling - Continental Mark II 

"To achieve full effect of highlights and styline detail, we have concentrated 
on the contours of fine-quality sheet metal that is finished and painted by a pro
cess that has no equal in the industry." 

Interior and exterior colors, selected with the "modern formal" theme in mind, 
are more subdued than those found on many of today's automobiles. 

Reinhart said, "We believe the Continental owner to be conservative in his tastes, 
and we feel that restrained color selections in keeping with the styling of the car 
will	 suit him best." 

From: Public Relations 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company 
DEARBORN, MIC1IGAN 
LOgan 5-7000 

Engine 

Type 

Displacement 

Bore and Stroke 

Compression Ratio 

Transmission 

Type 

Gear Ratios 

Power	 Steering 

Type 

Gear Ratio 

Overall Ratio 

Springs 

Front 

Rear 

Specifications - Continental Mark II 

RELEASE A.M., WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1955 

Overhead Valve V-8 

368 cu. in. 

4.00" x 3.66" 

9.0 x	 1 

Torque Converter 

First- 2~4; Second- 1.467; Third- 1.0; 
Reverse- 2.0 

Recirculating Ball 

19.0	 x 1 

22.1 x	 1 

Independent Coil Spring 

Semi-elliptical leaf longitudinally mounted 
16 



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

page 2	 Specifications - Continental Mark II 

Wheels 

Type	 Disc drop - center rim; rim width- 6" 

Tire size	 8:00 x 15 tubeless; 4-ply 

Brakes 

Type	 Hydraulic - internal expanding, duo-servo, 
single anchor 

Effective Braking Area	 207.69 sq. in. 

Exterior Dimensions 

Wheelbase	 126" 

Overall length	 218.4" 

Overall height	 56" 

Overall width (Maximum) 77.5" 

Tread	 Front- 58,5't; rear- 60.0" 

Interior Dimensions 

Head Room	 Front- 35.4"; rear- 34.5" 

Leg Room	 Front- 42.7"; Rear- 40,6" 

Shoulder Room	 Front- 55,8"; Rear- 53.5" 

Hip Room	 Front- 59,6"; Rear- 56.9" 

From: Public Relations 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company Color, Upholstery and Trim 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 
LOgan 5-7000 RELEASE A,M., WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1955 

Imported handworked leathers, top-quality upholstery fabrics, deep-pile car
peting and 14 conservative exterior colors in lacquer are features of the Contin
ental Mark II, Ford Motor Company's new prestige automobile to be introduced this 
month'

Continental leathers, imported from Europe, are kept in special humidity-con
trolled rooms to prevent cracking, scratching or discoloration. They are removed 11 
only when they are to be cut for installation in a car. 
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Color, upholstery and trim -2- October 5, 1955 

The 14 exterior colors are black, deep blue, medium blue, light blue, deep 
green, medium green, light green, deep bronze, medium bronze, beige, deep gray, 
medium gray, deep red, and white. 

Eight of the darker paints are specially developed "low-metallic" types with 
advantages of durability and high luster. To achieve uniform matching, all exter
ior sheet metal parts are painted simultaneously. A total of four double coats 
of lacquer are used, with sanding and baking between each application. More time 
is spent in metal-finishing and painting the body of each Continental Mark II than 
is normally required for the complete assembly of other quality automobiles. 

Interiors are available in six fabric selections: all-leather, leather and 
nylon, leather and matalesse, broadcloth and nylon, broadcloth and matalesse, and 
all-broadcloth. There are 49 trim schemes, 23 of which are all-leather. 

Each color and material has been chosen with extreme care and with particular 
attention to its relation to ~he styling theme of the Continental Mark II. Shades 
and combinations of interior clors have been selected to harmonize with exterior 
colors. 

Carpeting in the Continental Mark II has been selected from the best products 
of the finest mills. It is 90 per cent rayon and 10 per cent nylon, a combination 
that affords long wear and ease of cleaning. The floor of the passenger compart
ment and the interior of the glove and luggage compartments are carpeted. 

Chrome is applied in successive layers of copper, nickel and chromium plating. 
It passes salt-spray resistance tests three times as severe as the usual S.A.E. 
requirements of the automotive industry before being accepted for use on the Mark II. 

From: Public Relations Manufacturing 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company RELEASE A.M., WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1955 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 
LOgan 5-7000 

The Continental Mark II is built to the most rigid engineering and manufact
uring standards in the American automotive industry, according to officials of the 
Continental Division of Ford Motor Company. 

This new car has been described as "the only custom-made automobile built on a 
production line." It is manufactured with a combination of handcraftmanship and 
machine production techniques, balanced to achieve superior quality throughout. 

"Where handwork yields better quality, we do the job by hand," said Charles 
P. DeVoss, divisional manufacturing manager. HAn example is the extensive hand
rubbing of our lacquer paint finish." 
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Manufacturing -2- October 5, 1955 

More time is consumed in metal-finishinE and painting the Continental body 
than is required for complete assembly of cars produced in high volume. Body panels 
and the front sheet metal are assembled and fitted before they are painted. They 
are then disassembled and painted simultaneously in a 14-stage operation, which in
cludes hand-sanding and baking between appli€ations of a primer coat, a double sur
facer coat and two separte double coats of lacquer. The thickness of the paint on 
each unit is tested to satisfy tolerances within thousandths of an inch. After being 
buffed and rubbed by hand to a high polish, the body is reassembled and carefully 
inspected. 

The Continental is assembled in a specially designed 190,000 square--foot plant 
in Ecorse Township, Michigan, near Dearborn. Components of the car are subjected to 
strigent quality checks before, during and after assembly, and each unit is tested 
before it is shipped from the factory. 

To make sure that parts meet Continental quality standards, divisional inspect
ors are assigned full-time to the plants of suppliers of major components. The 
parts are inspected again after they reach the assembly plant. Before delivery to 
the assembly plant, Continentals engines are given a "hot test," partially disassem
b~ed, inspected, reassembled and finally re-tested. Each automatic transmission, 
standard equipment on the Continental Mark II, is road tested in a vehicle before 
it is received at the assembly plant. On arrival, the engine is assembled with its 
transmission and tested on a dynamometer at various speeds and loads. After leaving 
final assembly, the car is tested on a chassis dynamometer and road-tested by a 
specialized mechanic, who personally makes any adjustments necessary. 

Among the unique engineering features of the Continental is a modified ladder
type frame with side rails widened to permit lower over-all height of the car with
out sacrificing passenger headroom. Test results show that this frame, with seven 
crossmembers of tubUlar construction, affords exceptional torsional rigidity and 
en~ances the stability of the car in motion •. 

Thermostatically controlled shock absorbers, also developed by Continental Div
ision engineers, afford the better characteristics of both a "boulevard" and "high
speed" ride. Valve oepenings are operated automatically to equalize performance re
gardless of road conditions or the speed or distance traveled. 

Before the start of production, divisional engineers subjected Continental test 
cars to hundreds of thousands of driving miles. Performance of every component was 
carefully recorded while under severe testing and improved where necessary before 
being finally approved. 

Other procedures undertaken to achieve superior quality and performance: - The 
entire wheel assembly of each Continental, including tire, wheel and drum, is bal
anced both statically and dynamically. 
- Chrome finish is subjected to anti-rust tests three times more severe than S.A.E. 
standards require. 
- All Bodies are thDroughly undercoated before assembly to insure an over-all pro
tection. 
- Nuts and bolts, with minor ,exceptions, are torqued by hand for safety and uni
form functioning, as in aircraft assembly. 
- A sensitive castor and cambor adjustment is made on each unit, aligning the front 
end assembly to specifications within a fraction of a degree. 
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Manufacturing	 -3- October 5. 1955 

- Interior fabrics for a given car are C1Jt from R single layer of material. and 
leathers are cut from matched hides to achieve uniformity of color. All interior 
materials undergo severe l~borato~y tests for color fastness and wearing qualities. 

- All instruments. before installation in the Continental. are tested by equipment 
developed by Continental engineers. 

When the Continental	 Mark II leaves the plant. it is shipped in a fleecelined 
canvas and plastic covering. assuring maximum protection while in transit to the 
dealer. 

From: Public Relations	 Significant Dates - Continental Division 
CONTINENTAL DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company RELEASE A.M •• WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 5, 1955 
DEARBORN. MICHIGAN 
LOgan 5-7000 

1952 

June 19	 Special committee report to Product Planning and Executive 
Committees accepted. Inception of Continental program. 

July 17 Special Product Operations. established by E.R. Breech's 
~i executive communication. with William C. Ford as manager. 
~I 
.ii 1953 

April 6-16	 Review of renderings of styling proposals by members of 
Special Product Committee results in unanimous selection 
of Model 5-A. 

May 12	 W. C. Ford named vice president of Ford Motor Company. 

June 25	 Preliminary design (full-size clay) and program presented 
to Executive and Product Planning Committees. Preliminary 
design approved subject to minor revisions. Program approved 
subject to ratification by Board of Directors. 

July 7	 Board of Directors approve Continental program. 

October 9	 Redesignation to Special Product Division announced. 

May 20	 Ground broken for new Continental plant at 17000 Oakwood 
Boulevard. Ecorse Township. Michigan. 

October 16	 Special Product Division redesignated as Continental Division. 

1954 
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NOTE TO EDITORS 

Information contained in this packet covering 
the Continental Mark II for the 1957 model year 
is for release in PM's of Wednesday, October 3, 
1956, and thereafter. ----

Enclosed are the following stories: 

1, General Story 

2. Engineering 

3. Air conditioning 

4. Color and Trim 

5. Specifications 

Public Relations 
Lincoln Division 
Ford Motor Company 
P.O. Box 209 
Dearborn, Michigan 

Public Relation~ 

LINCOLN DIVISION 
ford Motor Company 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 

RELEASE PM'S, WEDNESDAY, 

General Story 

OCTOBER 3, 1956 

The Continental Mark II which, with its introduction in October 1955, signaled 
the re-entry of the American automotive industry into a field previously dominated 
by foreign cars, once again has broken with tradition with the announcement that 
the car Hill folloH the European pattern of "Design endurance" and Hill preserve 
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its present styling features during the 1957 model year. 

This is in keeping with the merchandising concept inherent in the original 
designation of the Continental as a Mark II, rather than that of a particular 
model year, according to Ben D. Mills, vice president of Ford Motor Company and 
general manager of the Lincoln Division. 

"The modern formal styling of the present Continental was designed to be dif
derent enough in concept and advanced enough in execution to last for several years 
without any loss of distinctiveness or appeal," Mr. Mills said. "While some design 
modifications may be incorporated into the car over a period _of years," he said, 
"they will maintain the tradition of previous designs and will not change the basic 
and identifying characteristics of the car. 

"A number of extensive engineering refinements have been made since the first 
Continental Mark II was produced in June 1955, and are designed to enable the car 
to retain its position in the forefront of the industry," Mr. Mills said. 

Significant among these changes is an engine with a higher compression ratio, 
the horsepower of the engine used in the Continental will not be announced. 

Four new and attractive highly iridescent exterior colors - silver, bronze, med
ium blue and medium green - will replace four other medium colors which had been 
available. Developed recently, the high metallic content of these new lucite lac
quer finishes provides exce?tionaHy high lustre and durability. 

Other engineering changes for the 19S7 model year include relocation of the 
air conditioning intake, revision of interior trim schemes and additional safety 
features and options. A new limited-slip differential is offered, and there are 
ir:::;:>roved brake linings and power steering refinements, while an automat5_c head
lamp dimmer also is avai_lable. 

The Continental Mark II is produced as a separate line in a plant built ex
clusively for that purpose on the W:Lllow Run Expressway near Dearbor'n, Mid,igan. 

"t.lthough the proven performance of the C'oni:inenti'll Hark II has been ::nore 
than adequate," Mr. Mills said, "our engineers and stylists are continuing in 
their seCirch for features which will provide even greater customer satisfaction 
than has already been achieved. In short, no effort \lJill be spared to maintain 
the COfJtinental Hark II as America I s finest and most distinguished automobile. 
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Public Relations 
LINCOLN DIVISION Engineering 
Ford Motor Company 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 

RELEASE PM'S, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1956 

Added power and acceleration are provided in the Continental Mark II for the 1957 
model year as 2. result of a higher-compression '3ng:Lne, an improved torque converter, 
a new carburetor with larger volume float bm,ls, and improved engine breathing affor
ded by the new Paper-Pak air cleaner. 

The increase to a comprf'ssion ratio of 10 to 1 has been made possible through 
the use of newly-designed chambers and a reshaping of the pistons. Displacement of 
the engine remains at 350 cubic inches, and the bore and stroke arc 4.00 and 3.65 
inches respectively. 

Transmission changes involve the use of a steel converter with a smaller dia
meter than the aluminum converter previously used. 

Other additions to the car include a new limited-slip differential, automatic 
head lamp di~mer and LtO-ampere generator, while impor~ant refinements have been made 
in the frame, brakes and power steering. 

A reduction in the shipping weight of the car from 4825 to 4797 pounds, due 
largely to frame weight reduction, has been achieved without sacrificing the ex
ceptional torsional rigidity and smoothness of ride gained from the frame as it was 
originally designed by Continental engineers. Tr.ansfer of this rigidity to the body 
is aided by the use of steel in place of rubber shims in some areas. 

New and improved brake linings give more efficient performance with less braking. 
As a result of the use of modified power steering contra springs, less effort is re
quired in steering, both in parking and on the highway. These springs eliminate 
"wheel fight" from rotational shock by preventing the steering wheel from turning 
in the driver's grasp when the car is traveling over a bumpy surface. 

Located on top of the instrument panel and to the left of the instrument cluster, 
the accessory head lamp dimmer automatically lowers the headlights of the car when an
other vehicle approches. Thus, continual foot switr] operation by the driver is el
iminated. 

The limited-slip differential checks wheel spinning and sudden shock loads over 
uneven roads and under adverse driving conditions when one wheel leaves the sur
face of the road or has poor traction on a slippery spot. 

An additional safeguard against battery failure at low and idling speeds, and 
increased assurance of adequate amperage for the many electrical circuits found in 
the Continental Mark II, is provided by the substantial new 40-ampere generator. 

In keeping with Ford Motor Company;s car safety program, padded instrument 
panels and sun visors, safety door locks, seat belts and safety mirrors all are 
available. The instrument panel and sun visors are padded with plastic foam t and 
the mirror glass is mounted in a special backing material. The nylon seat belts 
are bolted to both the body and the chassis. 
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:-lew to the Continental Hark II instrument Danel - and to the automotive industry 
is a self-regulating electr·ic clock, Hhich aut~matical1y corrects itself by adjusting 
its rate of speed when the hands are set. 

llEngineering refinements are being made continually to add to the convience, 
comfort Fmel operating efficiency of the Continental Mark II, II ascording to Harold 
W. Johnson, chief product engineer, Lincoln Division. llWith these advances,'! he 
said, fl v:e are constantly striving for perfection. This is as fine an automobile 
as production teczmiques and engineering craftsmen can make it. II 

Public Relations 
LINCOLN DIVISION Air Conditioning 
Ford Motor Company 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 

RELEASE PM'S, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1956 

Wfth the relocation of its air COnQlLloning intake, the Continental Mark II this 
year becomes the only production car featuring a front-end intake serving an air 
conditioning unit in the rear. 

Formerly a casting inserted into the leading edge of each of the rear quarter 
panels, the intake now is a take-off from the fresh air duct in the engine compart
ment. A valve allcow8 fresh air to bypass the heater and flow through the outer rock
er panel by means of a tube which connects w{th ductwork conceal~d within the body 
of the car. 

The relocation has made possible the elimination of a back seat control which had 
been present in the package tray of Continental Mark II's produced previously. 

Roof registers at each of the four passenger locations may be adjusted indiv
idually to control both the amount of incoming air and the direction of its flow. 
As in the past, the lever which turns the system off and on is found in a t~rottle
type arrangement convenient to the driver and atop the transmis3ion housing. 

Nearly 60 per cent of all Continentals produced since the car was introduced in 
October 1955 have b~en equipped with air conditioning. 
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Public Relations Color anc. trim 
LINCOLN DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 

RELEASE PM'S, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1956 

ihirty-nine interior trim options and four new highly iridescent exterior 
colors ~Nill be available in the Continental Hark II during the 1957 model year, 
it has been announced by Henry B. Daniels, general sales manager, Lincoln Division. 

The new colors - bronze, silver, medium blue and medium green - r8place four 
other medium shades which had been offered, se that the car will continue to be 
available in 14 single ext':!rior colors and five two-tone combinations. 

Selection of the new color and trim comb:Lnations was based on preferences 
expressed by customers since introduction of the Continental ~ark II in October 
1955, Mr. Daniels said. "However, each has been carefully reviewed to :be sure that 
it is in keeping with the modern formal theme of the car,!! he added. 

Included in the 39 trim options for 1957 are :'9 new combinations, 12 of which 
are all-leather or leather-in-combination. The remaining seven new trim schemes 
are all-broadcloth. Leather-nylon and leather-matelasse com~inations previously 
available have been continued. 

Leather, either alone Or in combination with another material, has been the 
choice of more than 90 per cent of all Continental Mark II buyers. 
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Public Relations 
LINCOLN DIVISION 
Ford Motor Company 
DEAFBORN, r,nCHIGAN 

Dimensions 

Wheelbase 
Overal.l LengtL 
Overall Heigtt 
Overall Width (Maximum) 
Tread 
Head Room 
Leg Room 
Shoulder Room 
Hip Room 

Engine 

Type 
Displacement 
Bore and Stroke 
Com?ression Ration 

Tra'lsmission 

Type 
Gear Eatios 

PO'N"er Steering 

Type 
Geal- Ratio 
Overall Eatio 

Springs 

Wheels 

Type 

Brakes 
Type 

Effective Braking Area 

Con~inental Mark II Specifications 

RELEASE PM'S, WEDNESrAY, OCTOBER 3, 1956 

126" 
218. L~ 

56" 
77.5" 
Front  58.5"; Rear  60.0" 
Front 35.1"; F.ear 34.6" 
front 42.5"; Rear 39.1" 
Front  55.8"; F.ear  53.6" 
Front - 59.6"; Rear - 56.6" 

Overhead Valve V-A 
268 cu. In. 
4.00" x 3.66" 
10.Otol 

Torque Converter 
First - 2.40; Second - 1.47 
Third - 1.00; Reverse - 2.00 

Recirculating Ball 
17.5 to 1 
20.9 to 1 

Front - Independent coil spring 
Rear - Semi-elliptical leaf, longitudinally 

mou:1ted 

Disc, drop center rim; rim "ddth - 6" 
8:00	 x 15 tubeless, 4-ply; 8:20 x 15 on 
air conditioned cars 

Hydraulic - internal expanding, duo-servo, 
single anchor 

207.54 sq. in. 

Shipping Height	 4797 I1s. 26 



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUITIE
 

Quarns FROH THE QUOTABLES 

From Henry Ford II to William Ford, 

Harley Copp, 

Harley Copp, 

John Reinhart, 

William Ford. at L.C.O.C. meet 
in Dearborn Oct. 16, 1954, 

Ben D. Mills, 

John Reinhart, 

"16 you Mnd the -btyle 06 c.alt that M the Con
linen;ta1., OWl. dewion will be unariEnoU1l." 

"The dewion to Uk.e U c.omu 6ftom wahine The 
c.aJt will appeal mO-bt£y to people who inheJtited 
the.iJr. 6atheJt'-b Uk.-tng 60ft the MaJtR. I. J;t M an 
expftu-bion 06 thw individua....e..L6m." 

liThe Continen;ta1. M not 6ull 06 enginee1t[ng in
nova..:UoJU URe, 60ft ex.ample, the TUC.ReJt. It M a 
fteMnement 06 c.onve.ntional pJtac.tic.e. 
The innova..:UoJU we have won't be talRed about. We 
alte -be.lUng the pac.Rage, not -bingle 6eatWl.u." 

"We do not intend to thJtow away the ftulu 06 blL6
inul.J. TheJte M a fuupline to thJA that end6 
up helping the C.M. It ac.hievu an endwr..ing bU.6
inu.6 whic.h the c.U1ltomeJt hM eveJty ttight to ex
peet. We c.ould have inc.W1.Jted a lange pJtoduc.tion 
c.0-6t. SuggulioJU like putting in a deDion lLealt 
weJte looRed at in a c.oU bU-6inu.6 way. WM the 
deVion woltth anotheJt $500? OUJr. plLodue.t c.ommU
tee thought not. NeUheJt did they thinR niC.Rel
plating the undeJtgeaJt veJty honut. We weJte not 
a6teJt the blanR-c.hec.R applLoac.h, but ec.onomic.ally 
-bound ac.c.ompwhment 06 an objee:t." 

"A modeJtn veJtI.Jion 06 an open .6pORe wheel WM dealt 
to my heaJtt, but the C.Ollt c.ould only be jU1lliMed 
by the need 60lL bJtaRe c.ooling. The Continental 
bJr..a.k.u didn't need any additiono.1. c.o oling , .6 0 we 
ended up wUh a muc.h lu.6 ex.peJUive hub-eap that 
-bimu1.a.ted my idea." 

"The new ContinenW- M bung planned 60lL pu.blic. 
intJtoduc.tion .6omet£me in 1955. fveJty c.alt will be 
manu6ae.tWl.ed wUh u.tmOllt c.aJte and plLec.i.6ion in an 
e660Jr.:t to ac.hieve OWl. aim 06 066eJUng the public. 
the Mnut automobile on the lLoad, and M neaJt a 
c.lL6tom-bu.<li automobile OJ:, OWl. tec.hniquu and lLe
1l0Wl.C.U will. peJtmil." 

"modeJtn 60Jr.mal••• a 6u.nc.tional, endwr..ing dUign 
empha6izing an aiJt 06 futinc.tion and elegant 
.6implic.Uy. " 
"AU we'lLe btying to do iA maRe the Continental, 
in.6ide and out, the but-fook.ing c.alt in the woJr.£d." 
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From Automobile Quarterly 
Vol. 6 No. 4 
"A Trice Told Tale fl by 
Cullen Thomas 

About the Mark II, there is one sure
ty. The Ford Motor Company had little 
choice but to build it. They could 
have resisted it, it is true, des
pite the flow of letters from an
guished Continental Owners cross-
their desks almost daily and the "w'hat 
about a Continental?" queries of deal
ers at sales meetings introducing new 
lines of Lincolns. But somehow that 
would probably not have remained for
ever practical. If corporate business 
is a game, yielding to what the public 
wants is but a smart way to play - and 
in the early fifties it was evident that 
the discerning car-buying public wanted 
the Continental. All right, they would 
have it. _And in 1952 a special unit, 
headed by Edsel's son, William Clay 
Ford, was established to investigate, 
plan and develop a new Continental. Al
most irmnediately speculation ran vlild, 
both within the company and without; 
the rumors that more Continentals were 
in the offing, as EquJAe. pointed out at 
the time, "sprouted around the country 
like TV aerials." And that was saying 
something in the fifties. 

Secrecy has always been a conspicuous 
part of automotive activity, but here it 
was pursued with a vengeance. "No comm
ents" emanated from Ford offices fast
er than press releases. But somehow 
everyone - everyone who cared anyway 
knew. They had but to wait. 

Meanwhile Bill Ford's coterie of 
engineers and stylists were accepting 
design ideas from some of the top inde
pendent stylists in the country as well 
as Lincoln's own styling department, all 
submitted in the same color, all drawn 
to the same size, all unsigned, all 
pored over jUdiciously by the Ford 
Jury. The design chosen - in one bal
loting it was unanimous - was that SUb
mitted by the Lincoln styling studio. 
Temporary headquarters were set up in an 
old schoolhouse hear the Ford plant, and 
in its converted gymnasium the new Lin

coln Continental began to take three-di
mensional shape. The task was outwardly 
simple. As chief stylist John Reinhart 
said at the time, "All we're trying to do 
is make the Continental, inside and out, 
the best looking car in the world." 

On October 16, 1954 Bill Ford told the 
L.C.O.C. gathering of members for a Nation
al meet in Dearborn that the new Continen
tal would be ready in one year for market. 

Meanwhile back at the plant the first 
prototype was being readied for testing 
on both track and highway, its body disguis· 
ed to the point of what Ford hoped was an
onymity. Of such things, of course, can 
rumors be made and spread. They were, and 
they did. 

As the introductory date neared, teaser 
ads were run in LtD e. and the Sa:tWtdatj Eve.n
1ng PO.6:t, featuring just the Continental 
~tar and an oblique reference to a $10,000 
price tag. During the first three weeks in 
October, 1955 there was a national press 
meeting complete with a movie, The. Con.:t1n
e.11:ta1- S:toJttj, and an unveiling of a portrait 
of Edsel Ford, as well as private cocktail 
parties and showings in major cities, co~ 

plete with pianist George Feyer playing 
Con.:t1ne.11:ta1- EQhoe.6 and presenting a-re cor~ 
ing of the same to all guests. On introduct· 
ion day, October 21st, newspaper ads were 
run in all cities where the Mark II was 
displayed, while running concurrently in 
magaZines noted by Ford as both flclass ' and 
"mass." One Continental commercial even 
turned up on the Ed Sullivan show. The Cont
inental r~k II campaign carried no special 
theme, no slogan. That was scarcely felt 
necessary. Implicitly, however, Ford Though 
they had a better idea. And they were right 

The fifties were not marked generally by 
modesty in automobile design. Over-styling, 
ostentation, embarrassing flamboyance, 
frippery, geegaws and frills - such were th 
reigning motifs. What a refreshing surprise 
was the Mark II. It was styled intentionall; 
to be a modern version of the first Contin
ental, and it succeeded beautifully - eleg& 
ntly simple, classic, precise of line and 
perfect of proportion. It was a sculptured 
car, not an adorned one. As chief engineer 
Harley Copp had observed earlier, chrome 

continued 
28 
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would be used primarily as protection and 
elsewhere "like jewelry." The Continent
al ~1ark II was very well dressed. 

The car offered in one body style, a 
two .door coupe, although one custom
ized convertible model was built by 
Derham for Lincoln. Unlike the first 
Continental, the Mark II shared neither 
frame nor components with any other 
Ford or Lincoln. It was an entirely new 
car. Overall length was 216 inChes, 
width, seventy-eight inches, height, 
fifty-six inches. It was the longest 
and lowest car in the prestige market. 
It wasn't the fastest car on the road, 
but with tests on Rosamond Dry Lake 
documenting its top speed at 117
118 r1PH, it wasn't a dawdler either. 
At the time the horsepower rating of 
its overhead valve V-8 wasn't given 
for no apparent reason, except perhaps 
that Ford thought it declasse to enter 
the Continental in the Great Horsepower 
Race - but in recent years Ford has 
publicly admitted to its having been 
285 at 4,600 rpm. In any case, its 
engine, at 368 cubic inches, was the 
biggest available in the United States, 
save the Packard's 374. With a nrice 
tag of $10,000, the car was delivered 
to an owner equipped with just about 
everything the average luxury car 
driver "lOuld ever desire; air condit 
ioning was the only option. 

The rvrark II was in production for 
twenty months, a few over three thou
sand (3014) being built. The market 
for a $10,000 car is always necessarily 
limited; in the mid-fifties it was op
pressively so. But though the Mark II 
was short on production, it was long 
on superlatives - easily the best 
looking car on American roads in its 
day. The last Mark II was produced in 
May, 1957. 

It would be ten years before the con
cept of a personal luxury car would be 
revived at Ford. 

PRODUCTION AND S~LES 

It was reported in Car Life Nagazine
 
September 1957 that the sales figures
 
for the Fo'1.ark II were: 
Fourth auarter of 1955 606 
First aUarter of 1956 550 
Second quarter of 1956 387 
Third quarter of 1956 328 
Fourth quarter of 1956 
First Quarter of 1957 

Total Sales 

299 
200 

2370 

This leaves a balance of: 644 

The first production unit 
was built June 23, 1955 
#C566 975 

The first unit for 1956 
is #C56C 2237 

The first unit for 1957 
is #C56L 3418 

The last unit built is 
HC56T 3989 

Production ended J1ay 15,57 3989 
Production began June 23,55 975 

3014 
Add one for the number 
we begin with: +1 

It is assumed that number 
100 does not exist* - 1 

Total units built 3014 

There are a total of 2442
 
1956 models.
 
There are a total of 572
 
1957 models.
 

It is estimated about 1500 exist.
 

*See page No. 40 
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i
! FORD MOTOR COMPANY PUBLICATIONS ON THE CONTINENTAL MMK II 

*1. DATA BOOK	 7 112 in. x 5 1/4 in., sa Iesmans manua I, 117 pa~es. dea Iers use. 
Loose leaf binder, black cover.

* 2. OWNERS MANUAL 5 in. x 8 in., instruction manual on vehicle operation. 56 pa~es. 

3.	 SPECIALIZED SELLING 11in. x 8 1/2 in., bY Dou~las T. McClure, a text book used 
in 2 daY trainin~ course in Dearborn. 127 pa~es. Factory use. 

* 4. BODY PARTS CATALOG 8 1/2 in. x II in., fonr. LD-3641-57. 1956 - 1957 Lincoln and 
Continental Mark 11. Au~ust 1956 preliminary. Dealer use. 
246 PClEes. 

5. CHASSIS PARTS CATALOG, form LD-3642-57, 1956 - 1957 Lincoln and Continental Mark 
11. Au~ust 1956. Preliminary, 340 pa~es. Dealer use. 

* 6. BODY PARTS CATALOG form MD-3641-56. 1956 Lincoln Premiere and Capri ~ Continental 
Mark 11. CoPYri~ht 1955. 170 pa~es. Dealer use. 

* 7. CHASSIS PARTS CATALOG form MD-3642-56. Continental Mark 11 and 1956 Lincoln Prem
iere and Capri. 264 pa~es. Dealer use. 

* 8. MASTER PARTS	 CATALOG - CHASSIS AND BODY form MD-10138. Au~ust 1959. 212 pa~es. 

*	 9. SERVICE INFORMATION 1957 Lincoln and Continental Mark 11. Au~ust 1956. 93 pa~es, 

technical data, dealer use supplement. 

* 10. TECHNICAL DATA form CD-7287-11. Continental Mark 11 shop manual. 324 pa~es. 

* 11. THE CONTINENTAL STORY 11 in. x 14 in., hardbound. 64 pa~es. 

* 12. THE CONTINENTAL STORY 8 1/2 in. x 11 in., brochure. Grey and white booklet. 8 pa~e~ 

* 13. THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY	 PRESENTS 9 in. x 10 in., brochure fOld-out. Black cil!old. 

14. CONTINENTAL MARK 11	 fold-out brochure, black & siiver. 9 in. x 9 in. 

15. THE CONTINENTALS booklet, 6 1/2 in. x 9 in., 18 paees. White cover. FoMoCo. 

16. WHERE THE CONTINENTAL IS	 MADE 4 in. x. 9 in. fold out brochure on assembly plant. 

17.	 THE CONTINENTAL CONCEPT speech on March 8, 1955 bY Ben D. Mil Is, assist. General 
mana~er, Continental Div. to Michi~an State Col le~e. 

* 18. CONTINENTAL ECHOES recordin~ of special arraneements of selected tunes as played 
at the introduction of the Continental Mark 11. bY Geor~e Feyer. 
Vox Productions 1955. Record was not for sale but was presented 
with the compliments of the Continental Division. 

19. DETAILS, 15 1/4 in.	 x 18 1/2 in., color samples, color swatches and interior comb. 

20. STOCKHOLDERS BROCHURE, Fond Fam~y On Fine c~ non 1957. 

21. OWNERS MANUAL, for 1957 cars. Somewhat smaller than the hardbound. Soft cover. 
22. FINE CARS, Vol. 2 No. 12, Ford ~1otor Company, December 1955 

* denotes articles author has in library for reference 
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MAGAZINES AND NEwS ARTICLES 

* 1. ~10TOR TREND, ~1aY 1955. The 71[g SeCJLet. 

* 2. MOTOR LIFE, September 1955. The Con:tinental. 

3. AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, October 10, 1955. Con:t-Lnenta.l MaJtR. II UnveJ.i.ed. 

4. AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, October 25, 1955. Foftdo New Con:tinental, the MCVtk II. 

5. DESIGN NEWS, October 25, 1955. New Ve6ign Idea6. 

6. MIRRORS OF MOTORDOM, October 24, 1955. CJta6~mal16hip on the Line. 

7. PRODUCT NEV~, October, 1955. The Con:tinenta.l MaJtR. II - a LuxUlty Item. 

8. MOTOR, October, 1955. Con:tinental SUe6.6e6 LuxUlty. 

9. AUTOMOBILE TOPICS, NOvember, i955. The Con:tinenta.l. 

10. THE AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE, November, 1955. Con:t-Lnenta.l ' .6 Slogan - The Be6t. 

11. POPULAR MECHANICS, November, 1955.Bill Foftd Revive6 a Cla.6.6iQ: The Con:tinental. 

12. POPULAR SCIENCE, November, 1955. Con:tinental Unveil.6 a Royal CoaQh 60ft FoUlt. 

13. CAR LIFE, November, 1955. Rebiftth 06 the Con:t-Lnental. 

14. THE AUTOCAR, December, 1955. Vethoit NotebooR., Fight 60ft Pfte6:tige. 

* 15. ROAD AND TRACK, December, 1955. Con:tinenta.l MaJtR. II, A ModeJtn Cla.6.6iQ at La.6t. 

* 16. MOTOR LIFE, December, 1955. Styling 06 the New Continental. 

* 17. FLOYD CLYMERS CATALOG OF 1956 AUTOMOBILES. Con:t-Lnental. Page 20. 

18. AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, MaY 1, 1956. UnU6ual PftoduQ;tion TeQhnique6, Cant. MaJtR. II. 

* 19. MOTOR LIFE, Ju IY, 1956. VJtiVe!L '.6 Repoftt: The New Contirr-ental MaJtR. II. 

20. POPULAR MECHANICS, September, 1956. OwneJt '.6 Repoftt - ClymeJt VJtiVe6 the MaJtR. II. 

21. THE IRON AGE, September 27, 1956. Continental: Pfte6:tige Without Pft06it? 

22. AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, October 1, 1956. Continental. Mwr.Jl II Continued 60ft 1957. 

* 23. MOTOR TREND, December, 1956. Spotlight on Vethoit. 

* 24. ROAD AND TRACK, December, 1956. Con:tinental MaJtR. II ConveJt:tible. Page 13. 

25. TRUES AUTOMOBILE YEARBOOK, No.5, 1956. Con:tinental. 

* 26. CHEMICAL PROGRESS. October, 1956. Smooth LaQque!Led EleganQe. 

continued 
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MAGAZINES AND NE\'/S ARTICLES, continued 

* 27. MOTOR LIFE, January, 1957. Continental Mank II Cabniolet. 

28.	 AUTOMOBILE TOPICS, January, 1957. The Continental Mank II non 1957 and compan
ion article, Continental Mank II Cab~let Conv~ble. 

29.	 POPULAR SCIENCE. January, 1957. Mank II Spe~ Vnop~ ~ Top. 

* 30. SPEED AGE, March, 1957. I~ Continental a Dud? 

* 31. CAR LIFE, September, 1957. Death On ~he Continental. 

* 32. MOTOR LIFE, September, 1957. An Inqu~~ into ~he F~e On ~he Mank II. 

* 33. CUSTOM CARS, 1960 Annua I. Thundennental Modd Can CM~omizing. Page 126. 

* 34. CLYMER PUBLICATIONS-OCEE RICH, 1963. The Lineoln Continental. 

* 35. MOTOR TREND, Deptember, 1956. Page 21. A paJta.gMph on ~he Mank. 11. 

* 36. AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY, Vol. 1 No.1. Patnieian C~~ie Rebonn in ~he Modenn 
TMcU:tion. 

* 37. AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY, Vol. 1 No.1. L[neoln Continental:A Thniee Told Tale. 

* 38. AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY, Vol. 12 No.1. The S~ony They Neven Told You. 

* 39. SPECIAL INTEREST AL~OS, No.2. Mank. II Me~ EldoMdo Bnougham. 

* 40. SP.ECIAL INTEREST AUTOS, No.7, Vol. 2 No. 1. Flip~op~: R~~ble Mank. II. 

* 41. THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY OF THE LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 1921 - 1971. 
: :	 # 
fa 
i:~ , * 42. LOS ANGELES TIMES, September 9, 1974. Pa~e 3. Fine D~~oy~ 3 Sound S~g~, 4 

Movie S~ ~ Bunbank. Swdio.6. Onn~ ~:Wn~~ multi-million doUan laM ~ 
30 aMe Mneh na~y, noJUnen home On Columbia Pidun~. Lar~e photo of Buddy 
Holidays Mark II in, and on, fire. 

* 43. THE CONTINENTAL MAGAZINE, Fa II 1974. Coton p,[dun~ and ~~ony A VERY SPECIAL CLUB. 

* 44. CAR AND DRIVER, June, 1975. The L~~ Continental. 

* 45. NUMEROUS MAGAZINES HAD FUUL PAGE COLOR ADS IN 1956-57, SUCH AS SAT. EVENING POST. 

46. MECHANICS ILLUSTRATED, April 1955. Compo - DJr..awing 

* 47. MOTOR TREND, November, 1955. A Modenn C~.6ie •••Dnive Repo~. 

* 48. CONTINENTAL COMMENTS, numerous issues have many articles. Lincoln Cont. Owners Club. 

49. THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE bY Buddy E. HolidaY 

* denotes articles author has in library for reference 
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fr=!!~~~~~~~~~~~~=_ ..~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PATENT PLATE INFORMATION FOR 

1956-1957 CONTINENTAL MARK n 
The Patent Plate for the 1956 and 1957 Continental Markltis designed 

to include the Body Style and Body Specifications in addition to the car 

serial number. The Patent Plate is installed on the left front body pillar just 

below the upper hinge opening. 

The following diagram of the Patent Plate explains the various identifi 

cation functions of the Continental Mark 11: Patent Plate. 

·MODEL YEAR -------- --------- MONTH OF YEAR 

CAR LINE CODE --- ---- SERIAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 1 1 L
l 
*C S6 S 1001 * 

01 lB6L S 9 99 

J J 
- 

BODY COLOR CODE --- ---- ROTATION NUMBER TT 
TRIM CODE -------- -------- DAY OF MONTH 

STYLE AND BODY SPEC/F. 

Ol-BLACK 

IB6L-WHITE LEA. SEAT 
BISCUITS AND BOLSTERS 
WITH GRAY LEA. WELTS 

5 MONTH OF YEAR 

9 DAY OF MONTH 

99 ROTATION NUMBER 

L.

o 
1__*......;;C~5~65~I,."...OO.;;....I_*_1 0 

SERIAL NO 

r L\ I OI-IB6L-59-99 I 
l lJ BODY SPEC IF 

t:J ~I II-60A I 

1~~ 
o REGISTERED U S PATENT OFFICE CONTINENTAL DIVISION
 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY DEARBORN MICHIGAN USA o
 

ASSEMBLY PLANT IDENTIFICATION CODE
 

C-Continental Plant
 

MONTH OF YEAR 

SERIAL NUMBER (*(5651001*) 

"C"-CONTINENTAL 

"56"-1956 MODEL 

"5"-MONTH OF YEAR (MAY) 

"1001" SERIAL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER 

33 

) . 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



TIlE CONTINENTAL ~1ARK II RESTOHERS BOD Y
GUIDE 

The codes shown below will be used for the 
remainder of the 1956 Model Year. 

MONTH OF THE YEAR CODE CHART 

CODE MONTH 

6 June 

7 July 

8 August 

9 September 

0 October 

A November 

B December 

C January 

D February 

E March 

F April 

G May 

H June 

I July 

J August 

K September 

Etc. until completion of the 1956 Model Year 

( I) Model Year Serial Number - Starting with
 
/001.
 
NOTE: The Serial Number is preceded and fol

lowed by an asterisk (*) as shown.
 
BODY SPECIFICATION CODE NUMBERS 

The information shown on the Patent Plate in 
the space under "Body Specification" consists of 
the following: 
EXAMPLE - 01-1 A lA-71 0-1 0: 
(0 I ) Body Color Code 
( 1A IA) Trim Code 
(7) Month of Year 
( 10) Day of month vehicle scheduled for comple
tion off final assembly line. 
( 10) Rotation Number-This is a sequence number 
at beginning of operations and starting with No. 1 
each day and continuing consecutively through pro
duction day. If production schedule is not completed 
on production day, consecutive series continues the 
following day· until schedule has been completed. 

NOTE: The Domestic Special Number or Foreign 
Special Order Number, whichever is appropriate, 
will be shown in place of the Body Color Code 
and/or Trim Color Code when special body colors 
or trim are specified. 
EXAMPLE-56Cll-1AIA-810-10 

(Special Color) 
0156Cl1-810-10 (Special Trim) 
56CII-56CI1-810-10 (Special Color 

& Trim) 
BODY STYLE 
EXAMPLE-II-60A 
(11) Continental "Mark" or Cycle Number 
(60A) Continental Model-Coupe 

EXTERIOR ENAMEL PAINT CODE CHART 
CODE NAME
 

01 Black
 
02 Deep Blue
 
15 Medium Blue
 
04 Light Blue
 
05 Deep Green
 
16 Medium Green
 
07 Light Green
 
08 Deep Bronze
 
17 Medium Bronze
 
10 Beige
 
II Deep Grey
 
18 Medium Grey
 
13 Deep Red
 
14 White
 

TWO TONE COMB~ATIONS 

CODE NAME 
02 Upper-Deep Blue 
15 Lower-Medium Blue 
05 Upper-Deep Green 
16 Lower-Medium Green 
08 Upper-Deep Bronze 
17 Lower-Medium Bronze 
11 Upper-Deep Grey 
18 Lower-Medium Grey 
1I Upper-Deep Grey 
14 Lower-White 

TRIM CODES 
TRIM CODE TRIM NAME 

AND SYMBOL 
1A 1A Light Blue Leather Seat Biscuits 

Medium Blue Leather Seat 
Bolsters 

IB6B White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Medium Blue 
Leather Welts 

IB6E White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Medium Green 
Leather Welts 



GUIlJE BOD Y 

TRIM CODE TRIM NAME 3E4L Deep Grey Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
AND SYMBOL and Medium Grey Leather 

IB6H
 

IB6K
 

IB6L
 

IB6M
 

IC2D
 

ID3G
 

IE4L
 

IE6L
 

IF4M 

IF6M 

IG6K 

IL6H 

IM6E 

lN6B 

2AlA 

2C2D 

2D3G 

2G5K 

2G6K 

White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Medium Beige 
Leather Welts 

White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Medium Grey 
Leather Welts 

White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Deep Grey 
Leather Welts 

White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters With Deep Red 
Leather Welts 

Light Green Leather Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Green Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Light Beige Leather Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Beige Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Grey Leather Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Grey Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Grey Leather Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

Deep Red Leather Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Grey Leather Seat 
Bolsters 

Deep Red Leather Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

Medium Grey Leather Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

Medium Beige Leather Seat 
Biscuits and White Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Medium Green Leather Seat 
Biscuits and White Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Medium Blue Leather Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

Light Blue Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Blue Leather Seat 
Bolsters 

Light Green Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Green Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Light Beige Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Beige Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Medium Grey Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Deep Grey Seat Bolsters 

Medium Grey Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

3E6L 

3F4M 

3F6M 

3HlC 

3J2F 

3K3J 

4AlA 

4C2D 

4D3G 

4G5K 

5E4L 

5F4M 

5HlC 

5J2F 

5K3J 

6E4L 

6F4M 

6HIC 

Seat Bolsters 
Deep Grey Matelasse Seat Biscuits 

and White Leather Seat Bolsters 
Deep Red Matelasse Seat Biscuits 

and Medium Grey Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Red Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

Deep Blue Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Blue Leather Seat 
Bolsters 

Deep Green Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Green Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Bronze Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Beige Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

Light Blue Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Blue Broadcloth 
Seat RoIsters 

Light Green Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Green Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Light Beige Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Beige Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Medium Grey Nylon Seat Biscuits 
and Deep Grey Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Grey Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Grey Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Red Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Grey Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Blue Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Blue Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Green Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Green Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Bronze Matelasse Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Beige Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Grey Broadcloth Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Grey Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Red Broadcloth Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Grey Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 

Deep Blue Broadcloth Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Blue Broadcloth 
Seat Bolsters 35 
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6J2F Deep Green Broadcloth Seat 
Biscuits and Medium Green 
Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

6K3J Deep Bronze Broadcloth Seat 
Biscuits and Medium Beige 
Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

7A I A Light Blue Leather Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Blue Leather Seat 
Bolsters 

7B6B White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Medium Blue 
Leather Welts 

7B6E White Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Bolsters with Medium Green 
Leather Welts 

7C2D Light Green Leather Seat Biscuits 
and Medium Green Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

7M6E Medium Green Leather Seat 
Biscuits and White Leather 
Seat Bolsters 

7N6B Medium Blue Leather Seat Biscuits 
and White Leather Seat Bolsters 

Continental Mark II - Coupe 

TRIM CODE TRIM NAME 
AND SYMBOL 

John Reinhart. the designer of the 
Mark II. says that the basic design 
concept called for a two color scheme 
for the interior and exterior. The 
exterior color was also the welt 
color and for two-tone interiors. 
the exterior color was also one of 
the interior colors. 

TRIM SCHEME CODES 

CODE ~AMPLE 

lF4M 

~ 
MATERIALS 
1 Leather biscuits and bolsters 
2 Nylon biscuits and leather bolsters 
3 Matelasse biscuits and leather bolsters 
4 Nylon biscuits and braodcloth bolsters 
5 Matelasse biscuits and broadcloth bolsters 
6 Broadcloth biscuits and bolsters 

lf4M\ 

BIS:C:U:IT:-:C:OL~O:R~--------------------- BOLSTER COLOR 
A light blue 
B white 
C light green 
D light beige 
E deep grey 
F deep r~ 
G medium grey 

H deep blue 
J deep green 
K deep bronze 
L medium beige 
Mmedium green 
N medium blue 
P black 

1 medium blue 
2 medium green 
3 medium beige 
4 medium grey 
5 deep grey 
6 white 

\ 
WELT COLOR 
Aiight blue 
B medium blue 
C deep blue 
D light green 
E medium green 
F deep green 
G light beige 

H medium beige 
J deep beige 
K medium grey 
L deep grey 
H deep red 
N black 
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BREAKDOWN OF CODES USED IN CONTINENTAL MARK "
 
PATENT PLATE NUMBERS
 

ASSEMBLY PLANT CODES 1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II 
TRIM SCHEME CODES-(Cont.)

All Continental Mark \I 
in the Continental Plant. 

vehicles were assembled 

1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II MONTH
 
OF YEAR CODES
 

CODE MONTH CODE MONTH 

1 January 7 July 

2 February 8 August 

3 March 9 September 

4 April 10 October 

5 May A November 

6 June B December 

1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II 
BODY TYPE CODE 

CODE MODEL BODY TYPE 

60A Coupe YA 

1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II 
TRIM SCHEME CODES 

CODE TRIM SCHEMES 

1A1A Light Blue Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Blue Leather Seat Bolsters 

1B6B White Leather Seat Biscuits and Bolsters 
With Medium Blue Leather Welts 

1B6E White Leather Seat Biscuits and Bolsters 
With Medium Green Leather Welts 

1B6H White Leather Seat Biscuits and Bolsters 
With Medium Beige Leather Welts 

1B6K White Leather Seat Biscuits and Bolsters 
With Medium Grey Leather Welts 

1B6L White Leather Seat Biscuits and Bolsters 
With Deep Grey Leather Welts 

1B6M White Leather Seat Biscuits and Bolsters 
With Deep Red Leather Welts 

1C2D Light Green Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Green Leather Seat Bolsters 

1D3G Light Beige Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Beige Leather Seat Bolsters 

1E4L Deep Grey Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Leather Seat Bolsters 

lE6L Deep Grey Leather Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

1F4M Deep Red Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Leather Seat Bolsters 

CODE TRIM SCHEMES 

1F6M Deep Red Leather Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

1G6K Medium Grey Leather Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

lL6H Medium Beige Leather Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

1M6E Medium Green Leather Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Leather Seat Bolsters 

1N6B Medium Blue Leather Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

2A1A Light Blue Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
Mediurn Blue Leather Seat Bolsters 

2C2D Light Green Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Green Leather Seat Bolsters 

2D3G Light Beige Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Beige Leather Seat Bolsters 

2G6K Medium Grey Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

3E4L Deep Grey Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Leather Seat Bolsters 

3E6L Deep Grey Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

3F4M Deep Red Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Leather Seat Bolsters 

3F6M Deep Red Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
White Leather Seat Bolsters 

3H1C Deep Blue Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Blue Leather Seat Bolsters 

3J2F Deep Green Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Green Leather Seat Biscuits 

3K3J Deep Bronze Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Beige Leather Seat Bolsters 

4A1A Light Blue Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Blue Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

4C2D Light Green Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Green Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

4D3G Light Beige Nylon Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Beige Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

5E4L Deep Grey Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

5F4M Deep Red Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Med!um Grey Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

5H1C Deep Blue Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Blue Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

5J2F Deep Green Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Green Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 
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1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II 1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II PAINT CODES 
TRIM SCHEME CODES-(Cont.) 

CODE TRIM SCHEMES 

5K3J Deep Bronze Matelasse Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Beige Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

6E4l Deep Grey Broadcloth Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

6F4M Deep Red Broadcloth Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Grey Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

6H1C Deep Blue Broadcloth Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Blue Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

6J2F Deep Green Broadcloth Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Green Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

6K3J Deep Bronze Broadcloth Seat Biscuits and 
Medium Beige Broadcloth Seat Bolsters 

1956-57 CONTINENTAL MARK II PAINT CODES 

CODE COLORS 

01 Black 

02 Cobalt Blue Iridescent 

15 Medium Blue 

04 Pastorial Blue 

05 Forest Green Iridescent 

CODE COLORS 

16 Medium Green 

07 Naiad Green 

08 Briar Brown Iridescent 

17 Medium Beige 

10 Sandalwood 

1 1 Dark Grey Iridescent 

18 Medium Grey 

13 Dark Red 

14 Starmist White 

02 Upper-Cobalt Blue Iridescent 
15 lower-Medium Blue 

05 Upper-Forest Green Iridescent 
16 lower-Medium Green 

08 Upper-Briar Brown Iridescent 
17 lower-Medium Beige 

1 1 Upper-Dark Grey Iridescent 
18 lower-Medium Grey 

1 1 Upper-Dark Grey Iridescent 
14 lower-Starmist White 

.,~ 

I 

38 



THE CONTINENTAL ~1ARK II RESTOPERS ~llIJ'r 

BODY SPECIFICATIONS CODES 
As described in the patent plate information sheet, the first 2 digits are the 
color; the next 4 digits are the trim; the next froup of digits, either 2, 3, or 
4 in number are the month and day of production, and the final digit or two digits 
are the rotation nwnbers. The color code system and the trim code system are discus
sed in other sections of this chapter. The date of manufacture is coded numerically 
by the month and day, i.e., 116 equals November 6, etc. 

Ocassionally, this will appear, particularly in the later production cars, as "K24", 
which would equal September 24. 

The last 2 digits, the rotation number, indicate in which sequence the Mark II's 
left the plant. Researchers have found that there are gaps in the rotation numbers 
between certain serial numbers, indicating that the units did not leave the plant 
necessarily in serial number order. It is believed that a vehicle would ocassionally 
be pUlled off the final assembly line while other units continued into the production 
and then this unit placed back on the line at a later time, to be placed in a ro
tation number sequence not necessarily consistent with serial number sequence. 

The letters 'lA, N" etc appears as the last digit in lieu of dates of manufacturing 
and rotation numbers. We have no knowledge of the significance of these letters. 

II-60A This numerical combination means: II equals Mark II ; 60A equals Continental 
2-door coupe. - 

THE FIRST 1957 CONTINENTAL MARK II. 
The JLincoln Continental Owners Club has on file a letter from the Lincoln-Mercury 
Division of Ford Motor Company, indicating that all vehicles produced on October 
1, 1956 and thereafter, would be considered 1957 models. October 1956 would be the 
letter L in coding system, which car is discovered to be serial number C56L-3418 • 
L.C.O.C. recognizes this car to be the first 1957 Continental Mark II. 

DSO, DEAlERS SPECIAL ORDERS.
 
Many vehicles are identified on the patent plate in the body specs. line with the
 
prefix of "DSO", 56 "C", or code "S", or "Spec.". These are all DSO's, an abbrev

iation for dealers special orders. These cars all have non-standard modifications,
 
however small.
 
Example: C56 8 1026
 

Aug.1 This auto is a light green-gray 
Spec. B 5 G - 88 - X metallic with matching color interior. 

7 
Aug. 8, 1955 

C56 N 3539 This auto is a gold color metallic 
7bec with lD3G interior. 

D21 - lD3G N 
--/interior 

A record of modifications are kept in nume~ical sequence with the DSO number. The 
L.C.O.C. has a record of 256 of these DSOs, the lowest known of which is 167 and the 
highest is 494. Only an examination of the invoice of the particular vehicle can re
veal the significance of the particular DSO. 

·1
j 
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SER IAL NLtmERI NG SYSTEJ-'l 

FIRST AND LAST SEF.IAL NIJIVIBEE 
The first serial number produced was serial nurrber C566-975, manufactured on 
Jur~ 23, 1955. ~1e last serial number ~~sC56T-3989, produced in May of 1957. 
The ~'lhereabouts of these cars are known and they are registered in the Lincoln 
Continental Owners Club. 

LOCATION OF SEHIAL NlJIvffiERS 
The serial number in the Continental Mark II appears on a brass plate on the 
forward left hand hinge pillar. It 8.1so appears on three places on the frame; 
on the left hand side Of the vehicle just under the voltage regulator, on top 
of the frame forward of the left reRr wheel and on the rear rail of the frame 
under the trunk floor. 

PREPRODUCTION CONTINENTAL MJlI'J( II'S 
The L.C.O.C. historic researchers have concluded that the serial number to be 
used on the first Continental :f'/l,ork II was 1001. Apparently a last-minute de
cesior. was made 8.t the Continental Division to begin with the number 975. Thi8 
~Jas done to identify the first vehicles to be built in the plant for"tFie pur
pose of training the assembly line workers on the methods of assembling the 
Contillental • It is doubted that there "fas any special nuruoer of "preproduct
ion"Continentals exactly pli::U1Ded but it was assumed. to be two dozen. There
fure, the first number was C56 (1956 Continental) 6 Ot.111e) 975. Th5_s' vehicle 
has been located bu~ the frame number is engraved C56b-100l. It would appear 
that the decision to change the serial nuwber on the oody patent plate does 
not include the fr81l!e whiC'h had already been engraved with tl'.J.s nurrber. Further, 
we have discovered that serial number C56 6 977 does have that nurrber engraved 
on the frame. Therefore, it CEi.J1 be assumed that no serial number 100 was made 
2nd the next sequence number was 1002. No vehicle has been located bea~ing the 
number 1001 and it is assumed it~s not exist. 

TCQ'AL PHODUCTION 
With the first serial nurrber being C566-975 and the last serial n~~er C56T-3989a 
that makes 8. total production of 3014. Tnis is arrived at by sUbtracti:ng 975 
from 3989 and adding one for thp Ylu!!'.her ~AJi th which we are begi!1.1ling and sub
tracting one because of our conclusion that there is no serial nurrber 1001. 
'I'h.i.s I!'.ftke8 the total 30111 • 

MONTHS OF PHODUCTION 
The fourth digit in the serial number of the car identifies the month the 
vehicle as produced. The code for tr.J.s month 2.1so appears in the body speci
fication line on the data plate, usually in digit form, but ocassionally in 
letter fom, which is described below. The codes and months are as follows: 

CODE C¥J\RT AlSO FOUNl) ELSE\\1J-IERE DJ THIS MANUJlL 

6 <hme 1955 B Decerrber H June N December 
7 July C January 56 I July P January 1957 
8 August D February J August Q February 
9 September E JVl8rch K September D 

lL March 
0 October F April L October S April 
A 
.ri November G r''!ay M November m 

.L f'lIay 
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EJcrERIOR APPEARANCE 
The side body panels of the Continental riIark II should be as flat as possible to 
reflect an undistorted ;image in the side of the car. However, a very long ''1'lave'' 
in the sides are acceptable as the Mark II was delivered this way from the factory 
as it is very near impossible to have it completely flat. Short "waves" or "ripples" 
are not acceptable, ones that can be felt with the bare hand; or using something 
such as a handkerchief or a piece of newprint between the hand and the car metal. 
No rust bubbles should be visible in the areas most vulerable, such as around the 
headlamps, the rear lower fenders, bottom of the doors, around the rear quarter 
wheel opening and just in front or rear of the rear wheels. 

Paint color should match the specs plate as to proper color, or if color has been 
changed, no noticable tell-tale marks should denote a color change, such as paint 
on chrome, rubber and upholstery. 

There should not be §El. paint on the chrome or rubber anywhere! 

The hood should be in proper alignment with the cowl, doors, fenders and grill. 

The doors should be in alignment with the quarter panels, rocker panels and fenders. 
The measurements are: 5/32" gap between the quarters and the fenders and 1/4" gap 
on the bottom at the rocker panels. See page m.nnber 106 for detai;Ls. 

It is reported that the factory actually leaded in the door to the body and then 
cut the exact gap desired! In the after-market it is extremly difficult to get the 
correct dimensions of all the panels, but it can be accomplished. 

The trunk deck lid should be in proper alignment. 

EXTERIOR CHROME AND STAINLESS STEEL 

FENDER EMBLEMS 
Fender emblems, as has been ascertained, was used on all Mark lIs. There have been 
reports of a unit not having emblems but this has not been verified by the author. 
There are some factory photos showing the emblem to the rear of the fender, back 
near the door, but the author has yet to see one of' these other than the photo. 
The correct position of the emblem is: 3 3/8" from the wheel opening and 3 1/8" from 
the top of the rocker molding. The emblem is a roman numeral II, signifying Mark II, 
over which is mounted a small Continental star insignia in gold with the four areas 
around the star painted black. New emblems are not available, however, Narragansett 
Restoration Co has a reproduction for about $13.00 each. The emblems can be chrome 
plated and the star is brass and can be polished and lacquered. To remove the em
blem from car use a hole drill and cut approximately a one inch hole immediately 
behind the emblem to get to the nut. To remove the star from the roman numeral II, 
use a slightly larger drill bit than the stud and drill the peened metal away, releas
ing the star. The star can be pried off at the risk of damaging the star. Epoxy will 
re-instal the star. -

! i 
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EX' [ERroR F.~AR V~W l\HRROR 
Tne exterior rear Viei'f nirror is an upside down tr;::;.pez01d in shape. The early
 
Tllodel Continentals featured a heavy, beveled-edge l1'.irror, which protruded approx

imately l/lj" beyond the mirror Tr.mmt frome. The use of these mirrors 8.ppears to
 
have been discontinued at approximately serial n~mner C56B 2200. The glass and
 
mirror shops seem not to be able to obtain trlis same mirror for replacement, how

eYer, Star Glass (see "Problems With You Mark II" column) for possible source and
 
they can resilver your old glass.
 
After ser·i.al number C56B 2200 the glass was flush with the mirror mount and thts
 
glass can be replaced at a glass shop for about $3.75.
 

The mirror mount "head" is made of st2inless steel with a chrome plated nut, and is
 
installed by screwil1..g it onto a chrome plated base "arm". Inside the nut is a spring,
 
swivel head and a locating and locking key. The mrror is attached to the body of
 
the car with a phillips head sheet metal screw and an allen screw. The phillips is
 
covered with a stainless steel mldg joint cover. The cover is available as a repro

duction from I-l..8IA for $13.30. See INDEX for rr.ore on m1.rTors.
 

EXTE.tuOR CHRO~ A.i\JD STAINlESS
 
The--staiTIi-ess steel used~fhe exterior of the ~ck II was all flash chromed direct

ly onto the stainless surface. This gave the stainless a little more brilliant luster.
 
T:.'1ere was no use of copper or nickel in this process.
 

The chrome on the Mark II was required to pass a. salt spray test of 240 hours, as
 
opposed to the 96 ho~r test used on more conventional automobiles. This chrome was
 
partiCUlarly brilliant and durable.
 

Pitts in the chr'ome surfaces can be repaired to perfection if desired. Inquire at
 
any good reputable plate shop. Stainless steel, such as around the glass or the
 
rear quarter IP.auldings can also be repaired by this sa-me plating shop. Stainless
 
repair is really quite inexpensive.
 

FRONT BTJl'JIPER GUA..'FllS
 
Tne l"Iark II was initially designed with no front cLlIIIper gards. The use of these gards
 
occurred not too long after the car went into production. .All of the early photo

graphs, manuals, literature, etc., show the Continental Ma-ck II without these gards.
 
They were designed to protect the front license plate. When the invoice of a par

ticular vehicle called for a front license plate it was assumed that the vehicle
 
would be fitted with bL~~er guards. These guards are made of a cast aluminum and
 
then cbI'ome plated. 'l'hey cxe subject to corrosion and breakage and are not avail 

able new. T'ney can be replated by a specialized plating shop and also welded if
 
done properly. \~en installing them on t11e car load the insides of the ga~d with
 
a grease to cut down on corrosion. Narragansett will be reproducing a brass gard
 
for $60.00 each for the lower and $tlO.OO each for the upper. If your gards are too
 
bad to repair a'1.d you don't want to buy new ones, it is acceptable to weld the
 
holes in the bwnper and then rechrome. Your Mark II won't be authenic per factory
 
invoice, but then, do you even have the invoice?
 
The exact serial number is unknown, but all 1957 Mark lIs had front guards.
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wl-JEEL COVERS See INDEX for more information
 
Tne wheel covers of the I'1ark II are made up of a single stainless steel stamping
 
with a brushed (or machine turned) design on the central hub. TILLs hub is sur

rounded by 40 stainless steel veiY'..s which are individually screwed to the cap.
 
The background areas upon which these veins are mountecl are painted a flat black.
 

TI1e origiD31 veins used had perfectly square cornered edges on the top. Tne later
 
hub-cap (wheel cover) used on the Mark II had more rounded edges.
 

In 1956 the wheel cover sold new for $26.00. Today the cos~ is $100.00! In Dec

ember 1974 r·'Ir. George Shrum of the Ford Hotor Company warehouse at Livonia, l\'1ich

igan told me on the telephone that the wheel covers were no longer available, how

ever, as late as lV'l8.y 1975 they could still be ordered from Ford.
 

To prevent your wheel covers falliD.g off, or being ripped off, drill two small holes
 
diagonally from each other in the black area and into the wheel. Screw two counter

sunk sheet metal screws in and touch up the heads with black paint. Another method
 
is to put 3 spots of arc weld onto the wheel where the cover clips make connection.
 
This will make removal very difficult, but at $100 bucks a copy it is a good in

vestment.
 
There has been a rumor that there is a reproduction on the market, but the author
 
has yet to see one.
 
C56H 3213 DSO 15-lAlA a med. blue model ordered Gold Plated wheel covers.
 
C56A 1729 DSO was white with red wheels and wheel cover had red background.
 
ANTENNA
 
The radio antenna of J'fJark II is a vacuum operated antenna. It consists of the vacuum
 
tube, a rubber gasket, a chrome mount and a chrome bezel (nut). In the center of the
 
nut is a plastic insulator that is black and is pressed into place. The antenna mast
 
is a three piece telescopic mast with a round ball on the tip. This ball is more than
 
just an ornament! It helps control the static electricity which is around every car,
 
and V\rl.thout it you might get a lot more than just music from the speaker. 'l'he first
 
two sections of the mast is chrome plated while the upper most section is stainless
 
steel, as is the ball. The top two sections of the mast can be moved manually only,
 
while only the bottom section is operated by vacuum. wnen in the down position the
 
entire mast does not disappear out of sight.
 
The antenna mast can be chrome plated but be sure to tell the plater about the two
 
stainless steel pieces! To install the chrome nut (bezel) use a tool such as an auto
 
light bulb pliers or a GM interior door handle tOOl, otherwise you will destroy the
 
nut with your vice grips or whatever. Also, the head assembly (see illustration page
 
number 111) is made of aluminum and will strip very easily if you get the nut on
 
crooked.
 

The Mark II antenna can be replaced 'with another electrically operated antenna if
 
desired. You may also use the old Mark II chrome mount and bezel if desired and the
 
only way you can tell the difference is that the "new" antenna disappears out of
 
sight into the fender. See PROBLEMS VlITH YOUR MARK II. •• ASK BUDDY on page 93
 
for full details and instructions. Also, see INDEX.
 

ROCKER ]\10WINGS
 
These are stainless steel and are still available new. The current price is $65.00
 
each. There is a left, part #LED4046397, and a right, part # LED4046396. On all
 
parts, the last even number denotes right side, while the odd number is for the left
 
side. Remember this for all parts. The molding is attached by nine special adjustable
 
clips, part #4047885, on each side of the car and these in turn are attached by a
 
7/16 nut, lock washer and flat washer. The newer mldgs are slightly shorter than
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original and c~e not of the same quality. 

HEADLA.MP BEZELS (roORS ) 
These are a cast die metal and are chrome plated. They are still available new but 
of less quality than the original. Current price $31.88, part #4046754 and left and 
right are the same. The cut out slot on the bezel goes to the bottom for a water 
drain. They are attached by three spring clips mounted in.slde the fender. They are 
not s crevTed on! 

TRUNK ORNAr~IE.t\JT 

The trunk ornament assembly is a chrome finish zinc die casting and is not available 
new, used or reproduced. The plastic is an acrylic resin and is available as a re
produced item from rr...sIA for $35.00. The die casting can be heliarced. The Knights 
head lock cover is gold plated and is available from Narragan.sett as a repro. The 
cover can be either gold plated or brass plated or polished and lacquered. 

The assembl~/ can be disassembled as follows: Remove the assembly from the deck lid. 
Grind the four rivits flush with the backing plate, and lift off the backing plate 
a'1d finish the disassembly. To re-install, use epoxy or a 1/8" drill bit and small 
sheet metal screws. 

To remove the lock cylinder insert the key and using a sharp instrument, push in on 
the small round pin on the back side, 'N"hile turning the key to find the "neutral" 
spot to where the pin will go in to release the cylinder. 

The red paint on most of the plastic inserts is deteriorated. To dress it up, scrape 
the old red paint off and repaint with new red. 

To replace the sprir~ clip that holds the lock arm in place, use a barrel ~lip avail 
able at most auto parts stores, auto body shops, or order from HSIA for .35 cents. 

BUMPERS 
Bumpers should not be scratched, dented, bent or out of alignment. They should be
 
evenly spaced with the body of the car. The front bumper should be "up" to the body
 
just to the rubber bumper on the front bottom of the fender, just under the headlamp.
 
r~.e ends of the bUJ.Tipel' should be flush with the edge of the wheel opening.
 
Tne rear bumper is not flush with the deck lid and quarter extensions, but rather,
 
there is a space of approximately 1/4". 'The ends are spaced evenly with the body.
 
Both the front and rear bumpers are painted gloss (semi) black on the back sides.
 

GLASS
 
All glass used on the ~~k II ~aS provided by the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Compar~
 

?J1d carries the PPG insignia PPG SOLEX DUOLITE. Glass was available on the r~k II
 
in a green tint or clear. Vljndshields are no longer available new. In 1974 prices on
 
NOS windshields were up to $800.00 each in private hands. In .June of 1974 Buddy Holi

day, as a courtesy to the L.C.O.C. merr~ership, star'ted a project to reproduce wind

shields, attempting to have PPG remanufacture with no success. They wanted a minimum
 
order of 200 pieces at a price of $200.00 each with front money of $20,000.00. Buddy
 
Holiday notified the club membership in the Western Region of the results and to ask
 
for deposits of $50.00 each. He l'2ceived a total cormnitment of twelve! Pnd this was
 
after he had located another source that would do the job for just 100 pieces, at a
 
price of $250.00 each. In April 1975 he found another manufacturer in Mexico City
 
tl:a.t wouldmal{e up just twenty pieces. The new retail price was then $275.00 each.
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By this time the total commitrnents had dropped to ten orders. More pleading in the
 
Western Region publication CONFAB produced no more orders, even though there is a
 
national need of at least three hundred windshields. The twenty pieces were recei

ved in May and June 1975, with five of them going to Reliable Auto Wrecking for re

sale at a price of $300.00 each to be shipped to other parts of the country. Local
 
sales would be handled by Buddy Holiday of HSIA for a price of $300.00 each with
 
no shipping. A second order for twenty pieces was begun in May for a price of $300.00
 
until September 1, 1975 and then the price would go to $400.00, simply because Mark
 
II owners were not willing to help in the financing to launch this project •
 

Curiously enough on JUly 27, 1974 Buddy Holiday asked National L.C.O.C. president
 
Axel Holm of Desert Classics about the rumor that he had windshields. He admitted
 
that he did have them and the price was four hundred dollars, and the matter drop

ped there and forgotten about. He was later aware of the difficulty that was taking
 
place in getting windshields, but he never made a mention that he could help us.
 
By sheer coincidence Holiday located the same glass manufacturer in Mexico City
 
that Holm was getting hiswindsmelds from. In the National L.C.O.C. publication
 
dated June 1975 Holm has offered his windshields for sale.
 
For added infonnatlon, all auto glass sold in the United States must have the manu

facturers stamp (sand. blasted in the glass (etched), in the glass.
 

WHEEL RTIVIS 
In almost all cases the wheels of the Mark II are painted in enamel the color of the
 
car. Certain of the 1957 models finished in white the wheels were painted black.
 
Several DSOs specified red wheels such as: serial numbers 1358 - 1729 - 1746 - 2254 

and 2801 all had DSOs for red wheels. They are 15" in size x 6L. Rim width 6.00 inches.
 
Disc-Drop Center Rim, with five right hand studs.
 
C56A 1729 had the red wheels and red background on the wheel covers.
 

TIRES
 
All tires were a wide-white by Firestone measuring from the rim are 3 inches.
 
Air conditioned cars had 8.20 x 15 inch tires. Non-air cars had 8.00 x 15 inch
 
tires. Tires were 4 ply rating.
 
Only one car is !mown to have been ordered DSO with black walls and that is serial
 
number CS6p 3572 a grey car ordered by J.E. Coberly Jr. of Los Angeles.
 

C56A 1670 was ordered DSO by Mrs. Charles C. Gates to have Gates tires instaled.
 
This car is now owned by David C. Barclay of New Jersey, a L.C.O.C. member.
 

C56Q 3683 was ordered DSO for General tires. Car now owned by Floyd Moore, Mid-Cont

inent Region Director of L.C.O.C.
 

C56Q 3691 14 3E6L was ordered DSO with Goodrich tires.
 

C56R 3783 was ordered DSO for 8.20 x 15 6 ply tires.
 

C56S 3885 was ordered DSO for Goodrich tires.
 

All export mSldels had 6 ply tires.
 

Any wide-white wall configuration tire is acceptable for judging.
 

45 

\ ! 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS ~UIDE 

FRONT GRILL HOLDnJG (HOOD LIP MInGS.)
 
The front grill moldings should have three sides and not be rounded off from chrome
 
polishing. They are in two parts, a left and a right and the screws securing them
 
are flat headed chrome plated machine screws (countersunk). They are a die cast
 
metal and can be heliarced if they should get broken. Not available new or reproed.
 

GRILL
 
The grill is in two parts and the exterior is chrome plated. The back side and the
 
inside of the squares are painted silver. They are not available new or reproduced.
 

GRILL HOLDINGS
 
1'ne center mldg. is available new at a current price of $11.63 part #4047496.
 
When instaling this mldg. be careful not to tighten the top nut too tight as the
 
mldg. is not cut to the proper contour to fit the grill, and it can be broken.
 
The intermediate mldg. is 8 5/8" long and is not available new, as is the outer
 
::nldg., which is 8 3/16" long. They are die cast metal and CCL.'1 be heliarced and plated.
 

HOOD lETI'ERS
 
Letters are not available new but can be had as a reproduced item from the I\'Iid-Atlan

tic Region of the L.C.O.C., or from the Western Region of L.C.O.C. The two are dif

ferent reproductio~1S. vlestern Region's letters are brass and are perfect in every
 
way with the exception of the treads not being too clean cut. The price is $3.00 each
 
or $30.00 for a set of eleven, front or rear. Tnere are eleven letters on the front
 
with the center N beir~ angled to fit the crease in the hood. There are eleven letters
 
on the rear. The letters should have flat faces with tapered sides and sharp edges.
 
Letters use a no. 10-24 nut which is available new. The rear letters use a nut and
 

washer only. The front letters use a nut, washer, cup and a rubber insulator. To im
provise on the rubber insulator use a piece of rubber hose to fit over the stud and 
cut to the proper lengbth. They are available new, but the price is $1.65 each! 

HOOD ORtWJVIE..T'J'"l'
 
The hood ornament should have all precise edges (sharp) and corners with no round

ing. The original ornament is no lon.ger available new and was used only on the Mark
 
II, and was of a die cast ~etal. Narragansett Restoration Co. ffi1d Holiday Special
 
Interest Autos Inc. both have a reproduction in brass. HSIA's is a perfect repro

duction and is within a thousands of an inch of the original, whereas others on the
 
market are IIUlch smaller due to the casting process. TIle price is $75.60.
 
On many of the originals they appear to have been cast crooked when looking down
 
on them. from the top.
 

DOOR IDCK COVERS AND LOCK BODIES 
The lock covers should have sharp edges with no rounding. They are not available new. 
Narragansett Restoration Co. has a reproduction that is reported to be smaller in 
sh:e, but they are the only ones available. The lock bodies should have flat sur
faces and tapered sides. They can be chrome plated if the key cylinder is first taken 
out. For R&R of the assembly see page number • To release the cylinder from the 
body: O!l the back side, top, there is a keyway that is pressed into place. This must 
be removed to release the cylinder. The cover holding the t~mblers in place must be 
removed and the tumblers taken out. Don't bother with the sequence of the tumblers 
as they should be replaced with new ones anyway and a 108al lock shop will do it 
for about $2.50 for each cylinder. It is near impossible for any plater to plate and 
polish a small part without "knocking" the sharp edges off. So don't expect him not to. 
If the price is "rigc'-lt" he may put the edges back on. 

46 



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

AIR CONDITIONING 7 COOLING SYS~ AND FAN
 
FAN
 
Cars equipped with air conditioning had a six blade fart, others with a five blade.
 
Also, air equipped cars had a "fan to crankshaft revolutions of L08 to 1 ratio.,
 
while non-air cars had a ratio of .90 to· 1 ratio." This was achieved through the
 
use of smaller and larger pUllys. Fan with air measures 52.99" while standard is
 
46.63".
 

FRESH AIR INTAKE
 
All 1956 cars with air had the fresh air intake in the leading edges of the. quarter
 
panels, with a volume control located on the drivers side in the package tray area.
 

All 1957 cars with air had the fresh air intake located on both sides behind the
 
grill with a rubber type of hose leading off the duct work behind the fenders, and
 
routed through the rocker panels to the air conditioning unit located in the trunk.
 
COOLING SYSTEM
 
One Mark II owner says he gets cooler operation of the cooling system by blocking
 
off the water by-pass tube coming from the water pump.
 
Cooling system capacity 25.4 quarts.
 
Decal on passenger side of radiator, white letters, black background reads "USE PERM

ANENT TYPE ANTI-FREEZE".
 

SPRINGS
 
Air conditioned cars had heavy duty rear springs.
 

C56N 3509 DSO 343-A ordered export springs, which were heavier and was installed on
 
all exports.
 
C56N 3508 was also ordered vlith export springs. C56Q 3656 also had export springs.
 

ENGINE DETAILS 
The engine block of the Continental Mark II is painted the same color as the jack, 
a tan metallic with a tint of green. Accessories are painted black, such as the in
take manifold, exhaust manifold, steering pump and mount plate (the plate between 
the mount plate and the pump and the block is painted engine color), the radiator 
(flat black), the water outlet connection, the water outlet tube, the water pump 
pulley, crankshaft pulley, generator and mount bracket, fan, engine mount mounting 
bracket, starter, air cleaner and the attached elbo, transmission and oil filler 
tube, and the engine breather cap (under the intake rnar1ifold). The transmission and 
oil dip stick are chrome. The oil filler c~ is chrome. The transmission and oil 
dip stick tube are painted black. 
Other items to be painted engine color are: the transmission converter housing, 
the oil filler tube, the heads, water pump. 
VALVE COVERS The covers are cast aluminum and can be bead or vapor blasted to get 
a sparkling clean finish. Water sand with 600Grit and polish the ribs and star. 
The acorn nuts are chrome plated. 
ENGINE COMPARTMENT DETAILS 
HOOD LINER 
The Mark lIs, up through approximately serial number C56G 3200, were equiped with a 
full cover hood liner of a dark charcoal grey mesh fiber not unlike a hop sac mater
ial. These hood liners are bordered in a grey fabric trim and are screwed to the 
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ENGINE COMPAR'IMENT, CONTINUED 
the hood with 15 number 8, 15x 1/2" pan head self tapping screws with flat washers 
of a 13/16 ths ID x 4/5th" ODe POlli' more of the same screws secure the two hood in
sulator supports located in the forward section of the hood panel. These are 21 x 
13/32" long and 19 x 15/32" long respectively. These two hood liner supports are 
not visible other than the edges near the edge of the hood liner and perforate the 
liner approximately 6" on either side in the case of the forward support and approx
imately 10" in the case of the rear support. This hood is also different from later 
models in that part of the metal is cut out and a tar paper insulation used. 
LIGHTS 
The above mentioned liner*and hood comes equiped with two mercury switch operated 
hood lamps in a galvanized color. The wiring is concealed beneath the liner. 

From near serial number C56G 3200 the above hood liner is not used. The new hood 
liner is a charcoal grey spun fiberglass insulation material that is cut in to the 
shape of a V. It fits in to the opening· in the center of the hood, following the 
contour pattern stamped in to the hood I s inner panel. Instead of a tar paper in
sulation in the other stamped out areas, it is made up of solid metal, unlike the 
earlier models. This hood liner is also secured with the same two supports, however 
it serves no function and it is completely visible. The support rods are painted 
black. Narragansett has a repro full hood liner for about $75.00, not identical. 
The hood lock dowel is a copper to honey gold colored bare metal. The attaching 
plate is painted black. The bolts, flat washers and lock washers securing the 
plate are unpainted. 

The hood underside and the hinges are painted body color. 

The air and heater blower motors and duct work are all painted black. 

The inner fender aprons and firewall are all painted body color. 

Voltage regulator cover is painted black. 

The air conditioning compressor, clutch and expansion valve are painted black. 

The frame work holding the hood lock panel and grills in place-are painted black.
 
See page number l04for details. Also, the angle attachments are painted black.
 

The hood lock support plate and attaching end pieces are painted body color. See
 
page number for details.
 

The air conditioning condensor and the 1957 transmission cooler, the three horns and 
the lower splash pan are painted black. 

Battery tray is painted black. 

Fuse box cover am. support are painted black. 

Dip stick tubes for the oil and transmission are painted black. 

The steering coltmlll cover on the firewall is painted black. The column is interior 
color. 

*A photo on page 39 of MaI'OR LJFE ~azine dated July, 1956 shows a full hoadliner 
with the insulator bows (supports) fully exposed. 
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TWO.TONE
 

-COMBINATIONS
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I 

IS 1++ 
~--- I
i fU! DEEP GREEN +OS -+- -+- I + + I +- + 

tLi MEDIUM GREEN 16 
-

lUI DEEP BRONZE 08 + -+- -+- -+- +1 + -+ -+III MEDIUM BRONn 17 
~ 

I 
,U} DEEP GRAY +1+ -+-:11 I + -+--+- + + +
III MEDIUM GRAY 1B 

lUI DEEP GRAY -+-,11 I + ++ ,-+- +! +1
I

III WHITE 14 I 

1956 COLOR AND TRIM 
See Chart at Left. 

1957 COLOR AND TRIM 
The following press release, for 

Oct. 3, 1956, briefly describes the 
changes for the 1957 Continental Mark 
II model year: 

Thirty-nine interior trim options and 
four new highly iridescent exterior col
ors will be available in Continental 
Mark II during the 1957 model year, it 
has been announced by Henry B. Dan
iels, general sales manager, Lincoln 
DiVISion. 

The new colors - bronze, silver, 
medium blue and medium green· replace 
four other medium shades wh ich had 
been offered, so that th e car wi II con
tinue to be available in 14 single ex
terior colors and five two-tone combin
ations. 

Selection of the new color and trim 
combinations was based on preferences 
expressed by customers since intro
duction of the Continental Mark II in 
October 1955, Mr. Daniels said. "How
ever, each has been carefully reviewed 
to be sure that it is in keeping with the 
modern formal theme of the car," he 
added. 

Included in the 39 trim options for 
1957 are 19 new combinations, 12 of 
which are all-leather or leather-in
combination. The remaining seven new 
trim schemes are all-broadcloth. Leath
er-nylon and leather-matelasse com
binations previously available have 
been continued. 

Leather, either alone or in combina
tion with another material, has been the 
choice of more than 90 per cent of all 
Can tin ental Mark II buyers. 
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COLORS, FINISHES 1 COMBINATIONS AND PIN STRIPING AND MONOGRAMS
 

There were 14 colors offered in 1956.
 

There were 5 two-tone combinations offered in 1956.
 

There were 15 colors offered in 1957.
 

Four colors of the 1956 model were cancelled and four new iridescent colors added
 
for 1957.
 

Some DSOs ordered the 1956 colors on their 1957 models at an extra change.
 

Red wheels were DSOed on at least 5 cars, serial numbers 1358, 1729, 1746, 2254, 2801.
 

A red bacY~ound on the wheel cover was DSO on number C56A 1729.
 

C56B 2028 had a DSO for a deep grey car with shoc~ pink and white interior and
 
a pink nose strip and body stripe(pin striping).
 

C56C 2254 was a deep blue with a red interior and blue carpets, red wheels and red
 
body stripe(pin striping).
 

C569 1358 was a white #14 with red wheels and red monogram. This is a 12 thousand
 
mile car belonging to John "Pat" Ford of San Diego, a L.e.O.C. member that shows the
 
car whenever the opportunity arises.
 

C56J 3347 DSO 56c 228 is an all white car including white interior with deep grey
 
carpets. Everything inside the car is white! Reportedly belonged to Elvis Preseley.
 

At least two Mark lIs: C56R 3797 D886 s466-lF6M-n and C56R 3800 D886 S460-7-lB6M-n 
has the DSO color designation of D886. It is unknown what color this is, unless it 
is a mistake and should have been D885 for white Lucite. 

ENGINE COLOR 
The engine color is the same color as the bumper jack, a tan metallic with a tint of 
green. C566 975 has a red engine and a blue air cleaner which is unkno'Vm to be orig
inal. Motor Life magazine dated December 1955 shows a Continental Mark lIon the cov
er with a red engine and black oil filler cover. This photo also shows there to be no 
decal on the radiator and the radiator has dents in the top tank! See INDEX for 
engine details and other pertinent information. 
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1956 COLORS
 
All of the 1956 colors used, unless specified otherwise on the invoice of the car,
 
were painted in nitrocellulose lacquer. In 1957 the introduction of the Ford med

ium irridescent colors described below was done with the use of acrylic lacquer
 
rather than nitrocellulose. The other remaining colors that were carried over from
 
1956 would be a nitrocellulose lacquer. See CHEMICAL PROGRESS, a new!.> buLtetin
 
n~om C~bide and C~bon Co~p. in this section on page 73 , this gives photos and
 
description on how the paint was made. Also, see INDEX. For
 
some reason this technical information from the Technical Data Manual reports that
 
the 1956 finishes were done in enamel. This is the only place that the word enamel
 
has shown up in all the research that the author has done, except on wheels.
 

1957 COLORS
 
1957 saw the introduction of four new colors in medium iridescent colors, plus a
 
new white. All five of these were done with DuPont's new Lucite acrylic lacquers.
 
The colors were; medium blue iridescent, medium green iridescent, medium tan ir

idescent, medium gray iridescent and white, described by code number D885.
 

COLOR CODES AND PAINT COMBINATIONS
 
COLOR CODE NUMBER
 

Black 01
 
Deep blue 02
 
Light blue 04
 
Deep Green 05
 
Light Green 07
 
Deep Bronze 08
 
Beige 10
 
Deep Grey iridescent (use '68 GM #V Lucite 4898) 11
 
Deep Red maroon 13
 
White Starmist 14
 
Medium Blue 15
 
Medium Green 16
 
Medium Bronze 17
 
Medium Grey 18
 
Medium Blue iridescent 19 (, 57 only)
 
Medium Green iridescent 20 ('57 only)
 
Medium Tan iridescent 21 ('57 only)
 
Medium Grey iridescent 22 ('57 only)
 
White D885 ('57 only)


D886 (may be a mistake) 
TWO-TONE 1956 only 

COLOR 

Upper-Deep Blue 02 Upper-Deep Grey 11
 
Lower-Medium Blue 15 Lower-Medium Grey 18
 

Upper-Deep Green 05 Upper-Deep Grey 11
 
Lower-Medium Green 16 Lower-White (Starm1st) 14
 

Upper-Deep Bronze 08 
Lower-Medium Bronze 17 
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MATCHING EXTERIOR COLORS 

The following is a partial list of the colors used on the Mark II and a cross re
ference of colors from current automobiles that come close, or in some cases an 
exact match, to the original Mark II colors. Some of the original Mark II colors 
are still available from DuPont (DuPont's Lucite·was the original Lucite colors 
used on the four irridescent colors) so check with DuPont first. The lacquers used 
on the Mark II were provided by Rinshed-Mason (RM), see page for details on 
the making of the lacquer. Ed Spagnblo,editor of the L.C.O.C. pUblication "The 
Lincoln Continental Observer" of the Mid-Atlantic Region, provided most of the 
following information. The code numbers are those of DuPont. 

01 Black Black #99L, Lucite 
02 
04 

Deep Blue 
Light Blue 

1972 Ford Dark blue Metallic #5379LM 
1975 International Harvester Glacier Blue #78711 

05 Deep Green 1971 American Motors, Raven Green Metallic #52211 
07 
08 
10 

Light Green 
Deep Bronze 
Beige 

1975 American Motors, Ivory Green #4353L 
1962 Chrysler Corp. Cordovan Metallic #427lLH 
1974 Chevrolet &G.M. truck, Desert Sand #55011 

11 Deep Grey 1971 American Motors, Charcoal Gray metallic #52251 
1968 General Motors, Charcoal #If #4898L 

13 Deep Red 1975 Chevrolet &G.M. truck, Rosedale Red #42870LH 
14 Staimist white 1973 Ford Wimbledon white #4775L. Avail. as #14 
15 Medium Blue 1966 General Motors, Cobalt Firemist #4725LH 
16 Meium Green 1973 G."M. , Viridian Firemist Metallic #55611 
17 Medium Bronze 1971 General Motors, Briar Metallic #5286L 
18 
19 

Medium Grey 
Medium Blue Irri. 

1971 Ford, Light grey Metallic #5096L 
Still available as #19. 2635L 

20 Meium Green Irri. Still available as #20 26371 
21 Medium Tan Irri. Still available as #21 2634L 
22 Medium Grey Irri. Still available as #22 2636L 
D885 White 

Almost all of the above colors in the cross reference can be ordered as either 
acrylic lacquer or acrylic enamel by simply leaving off the letters at the end of 
the numbers such as the "L". This represents "Lucite", which is acrylic lacquer. 

STORING YOUR MARK II •••• 
storine of your collector car is not recommended, especially a Mark II. Valves (en~ine) 

will stick. HYdraulic lifters will stick. Drake sYstem will deteriorate very rapidly. 
Transmission seals will dry out. Gas will eet stale and stickY. Acids in the oil will 
eat metal. Coolini'! sYstem will be dama~ed, drained or undrained. Many other thines will 
~o wrone. Try to make arra~ements to have someone start the car every two weeks and 
drive it for an hour or more every four weeks. You have a ~ood investment in your 
Mark II, don't wreck it! 
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CONTINUED COLORS 

The painting process is described in the salesman's Data Manual as follows: 

"To provide paint matching, all parts of a car to be painted are done at the same 
time, under the same conditions of temperature and humidity, by the same operator. 

"First, a 5 stage phosphate treatment prepares the bare metal for painting. The 
casustic wash, phosphate coating, and chromic aCid, with hot-water rinses between 
each step, are applied by a whole series of sprays, playing back and forth. 

"Then, successively, two double coats of primer (the first in red and the second in 
grey, the red to serve as a 'red light' to prevent sanding down to the metal) and 
three double coats of lacquer. 

"A total of 10 applications in all. 

"And each paint coating is treated as if it were the last. After a special slow
 
baking of the coat, each is wet-sanded, and minutely inspected.
 

"The Continental Mark II underbody gets extraordinary attention, too. A complete
 
undercoating (not just the usual sound-deadening of the wheel housings) is applied
 
dur~ building, when all corners can be reached."
 

MATERIAlS MATERIALS USED IN A CONTDlliNTAL MARK II
 

LEATHERS
 
The majority of leathers were of imported hides from Bridge of Weir, Scotland,
 
from the Bridge of Weir Leather Company. There are reputed to have been a few
 
hides that were ordereElfrGIll Dernnark also. These are very rich, heavy-grained and
 
highly texturized leather hides. . .
 

Some Continental Mark lIs have been identified on the Ford invoice as having a
 
"Scottish grain leather". This was the same Bridge of Weir leather but was even
 
heavier in grain texture than the standard Bridge of Weir leather and usually had
 
what appeared to be dark moldings in the bottom of the grain, giving it an even
 
more textured appearance.
 

NYLON
 
A shiny nylon float yarn in basket weave pattern was used in the Continental on the
 
seat biscuits and door biscuits only.
 

MATELASSE
 
This was a soft jacquard woven fabric with 100% nylon surface used for seat biscuits
 
and door biscuits, as with the nylon.
 

BROADCWlli
 
A high quality broadcloth from a mill .in Massachusetts was used in the Continental.
 
This was featured on the biscuits and bolsters as well, in combination with leather
 
or nylon or matelasse. It was a heavy fabric of 28 to 29 ounces per square yard.
 

continued 
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In the case of the nylon matelasse or broadcloth fabrics , leather was always used 
as a basic trim on the dashboard, door ann rests, garnish moldings, seat shells on 
the back of front seats, and the seat welting. The windlace used around the doors 
on the Continental was always leather. 

VINYL 
Vinyl was used for the lower door arm rests and the kick panels on the 1957 Contin

entals. An examination of serial number C56K 3415 ( a car produced in late September),
 
and C56 L 3420 (produced in early October) revealed that the door arm rests of the
 
former, a 1956 model, were leather, and the door arm rests of the latter, a 1957
 
model, were vinyl.
 

HEADLlliER
 
C5bI 3286 had a DSO which called for a white leather headliner, paint no. is 14 white.
 

Two basic headliners were used on the Continental Mark II. One was a white nylon
 
basket weave material used in almost all cases where there was any white leather
 
used in the interior trim. The other was a broadcloth material used in almost all
 
cases where there was no white leather used in the interior trim. These broad

cloth headliners were in a solid color combination (which was never offered as
 
standard and would always be a DSO with the exception of one PllN, a solid black !

interior which used a black nylon basket weave headliner), or a two-tone color :i
 

icombination. In the case of the two-tone combination, the headliner would always 
match the lighter color (i.e., medium beige bolster and light beige biscuit com I 
bination 103G, the headliner would match the light beige biscuit). I 
CARPETING I 
The standard Continental Mark II carpet was a deep (1 1/2" plus) cut pile carpet ! 

of 90% rayon and 10% nylon blend. It came in the colors of deep red, black, medium \ 

blue, medium green, medium beige, deep bronze, deep green, and" deep blue. A total i 
of eight colors. I 

I 

An option offered by the Continental Division was mouton fur, which is a very se

lect lambskin, at a cost of $350.00.
 

TRUNK CARPETING
 
The trunk carpet should match the interior floor carpet in color. It is a shallow

cut pile carpet trimmed in matching vinyl welt. In the case of mouton fur the trunk
 
carpet has been noted not to have much consistency of color.
 

SPARE WHEEL COVER
 
The spare wheel cover is done in a matching vInyl material and is on both the 1956
 
and 1957 models.
 

JACK COVER AND COLOR AND LOCATION AND TIE DOWN
 
The jack cover match the spare tire cover and the carpet trim. The jack cover was
 
not used on the very early Continental Mark Us when the jack was mounted on the
 

continued 
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right side of the trunk compartment, but it was used on the later Conti:.'1ental Y'1ark
 
IIs from approximately serial number 3500 forward, where the jack was remounted
 
on the right side agairl. In other words, the early Mark lIs had the jack mounted
 
on the right side with no jack cover. Sometime in 1956 the jack was moved to the
 
floor just behind the spare tire with a jack cover and it was strapped down with
 
a fabric belt and a chrome-like buckle. The early jacks on the side used a natural
 
color leather belt, as did the later 1957's. Sometime after serial number 3500 the
 
jack was again moved to the right side in the quarter panel, using a cover.
 

However, all of the above information has discrepencies as the following will show: 

C569 1212 built 9-55	 Jack is on the side secured with a steel tie down. This tie
 
down arrangement is shown in the glove box manual and early
 
factory photos. Tie down is painted jack color.
 

C360 1428 built 10-55 Jack is on the floor. 

C560 1635 built 10-55 Jack is on the floor, with a cloth tie down belt. 

C56B 1950 built 12-55 Jack is on the floor. 

C56B 2192 built 12-55 Jack is on the side secured with a !eather strap. 

C56C 2298 built 1-56 Jack is on the floor, with a cloth tie down belt. 

C56C 2386 built 1-56 Jack is on the floor. It has the 1957 trunk hinges! 

C56Q 3682 built 2-57 Jack is on the side. 

MISCELLANEOUS ROill.1J) MIRROR NUMBER ONE HARK II 

A factory original prototype photo which the author has seen shows a f.1ark II with 
a round exterior mirror. The same photo is in O.C. Rich's book. MarW early photos 
show the Mark II without a mirror. It would appear that this was a last minute 
decision to even install an exterior m1rTor, much less the beautiful mirror that was 
eventually put on. To back this up, the author has researched number 975 and finds 
that this car was first built without a mirror, having the same chrome molding as is 
on the right side of the windshield (not shortened for the mirror base), but then was 
changed to accept the proper mirror. The two holes (one -is drilled by mistake as is 
on the right side) that attach the molding are on the left side. This car, number 
97 5, the first Mark II , had at one time been owned by a woman in San Francisco , 
had the engine go out on her and she took it to a local garage to be repaired. When 
she couldn't pay the bill the garage sold the car for seven hundred dollars in 1965, 
to Hr. Frank Loob. Mr. Loob lost interest in the number one (unknown at the time) 
and tried for a period unsuccessfully to sell the car. Eventually he sold the car 
in 1974 for seventeen hundred dollars to Mr. Hosono of San Diego, who sold it to the 
current owner, Mr. Ronnie Reeves of Wh1ttier, California for thirty-four hundred 
dollars. The car is Nor now for sale at any price! It is believed this is the car 
mentioned above without a mirror, and with a round mirror, and is in many of the 
factory photographs which you rna,y see. The car is not running and is in need of a 
c anplete restoration. See INDEX for more. 
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C566 975, Mark II mnnber one, as mentioned on the previous page and believed to 
b e the car in many factory photos, also had no tail lamp fuel handle (the srrall 
c hrome mldg. on the right side to pUll the light out) in these photos. The factory 
license number on this prototype was AV-50-73.1.i 

" 

Continental produced a plastic license plate for use on the show room models. 

There are at least two units \'.'1th the paint code D886. It is unknown at this time 
what color this is, if indeed it is a color, or a mistake. 

Qn many Mark lIs the right front seat hits the dash panel and damages it when it is 
tilted forward. The salesmen apparently had caught this faught and many cars were 

ordered special to have the seat set back one inch. See INDEX for page number showing 
DSO (Dealer Special Order) list. 

MISSING NUMffiRS 
Car nUIiiber 567 985 and C568 100~ have been located, but none of the numbers in 
between have been located•.It is being thought that they do not exist. Do you have 
one of these numbers? 

NUiTlber C56A 1762 was Henry Ford's personal car and it was black with a canvas roof 
covering. ' 

Number C56K 339~ was the first DSO that called for the 1957 engine "build up". 
Number C56K 3~00, 3426, 3430, 3~36, called for the "build UP". The last unit that 
called for this "build up" wa s 3450. 

It is believed that from about C56B 2200 on all cars were equipped with front gards. 

The Paint Inspector's starrp on various places of the car, under the hood and trunk, 
is in bright yellow paint and looks similar to this: • 
It appears to have been hand stamped. CD-S I 

PAINT OK 
J 

Serial number c56G 3165, a car having only 981 miles on it, has no tail lamp clip 
(a vibration damper) under the left fuel lid tail lamp. But it does have the two 

sere ws that were previously used to secure it. They are unpainted. 
This car has chrane stainless steel side mldgs. that were reportedly installed by 
the dealer on most Mark II's he sold. 'Ih ey are about one inch wide and follow the 
contour of the scUlpture line on the side. The piece where the line makes the dip 
is a separate one and the entire job is well done and almost looks like a factory 
job. 
Another Mark II the author has seen has a body side rnldg. made of solid brass and is 
chrane plated. It looks like a factory job, though there has never been any verifi
cation of this. This same unit has air scoops in the front fenders just in front of 
the doors and the fender emblems were to the front above the fenders. It is a poor 
job and the author believes it to be a body shop ~'custom", the same as one unit he 
knows about that has dual headlamps, one above the other. It is obviously a "custom". 
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An additional FcMoCo publication that has a Mark II article is LINCOLN-MERCURY
 
SALES LEAVER. February 1963.
 

THE CONTINENTAL STORY hardbound book and a letter from William Clay Ford were mailed 
to prospective customers of the Mark II. 

GWE-ADHESIVE 

A good all around glue and adhesive for carpets, upholstery, weatherstrip, etc. is
 
LOCK-TI'IE carpet and upholstery adhesive from any upholstery supply house. It is very
 
inexpensive and it will glue! Canes in clear. HSIA also stocks this glue.
 

CHROME AIR ClEARERS 

Many Mark lIs have been researched that have chrome air cleaners. It is acceptable to 
have a chrc:med one on your Mark II. See INDEX. 

IXlOR GLASS RATI'IE 

Should your door glass have a slight rattle in it, it may be repaired in a moment. 
Par t number lJOlJ90l7 is a stainless steel and felt retainer that is spot welded between 
the door and the glass fra me. The felt beccmes worn and the window will rattle. To 
make a proper repair it must be replaced which is quite a job, or, you can insert a 
flat bladed screw driver between the par t and the door and tighten the piece against 
the window. 

SHOW COVERS 

In the designers world the wheel covers are known as "HUB SHOW COVEPS". 

Bill Ford liked Honolulu Blue co) or so well that when he and the ccmn1tee called on 
outside designers to design the future Mark II, he insisted that they all use the 
Honolulu Blue on the sketches. 

WINOOW SWITCHES. OPERATION 

The proper sequence of the switch operation is as follows: Sitting in the driver's 
seat, the switch furthest fran you operates the left vent window, the right switch 
operates the right vent window, and so on. 

To raise windOWS, the switch 
pushes forward. left vent window 

To lower windows, left door window 
t he switch canes 
back toward the left quarter wind. 
driver. 

See illustration. 

right vent windowmill 
right door windowIII ill 

[iJ mright quarter window 

~.ASTER CONTROL 
To open the vents, pull back on the switch. 

See INDEX for more information on switches. 
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STANDING HEIGHT 

Measuring fran the bottom of the fender and the quarter panel (the wheel opening) 
at the top of the wheel opening to the ground surface, the correct distance should 
be 26 1/2 inches front and rear. The following are the measurerr.ents taken froIT. 
six Mark lIs, one with new springs on the front (67 T. Bird cut down). 

FRONT REAR
 
24 1/2 25 1/8
 
24318 26 1/4

26 3/4 28
 
25 3/4 26 1/8

26 1/2 26 1/4
 
26 112 26 1/16 

ground 

ALUMINUM 
There are 65.52 pounds of aluminum in the 1956 Mark II, mainly in the transmission. 

LINCOLN CONTINENTAL MARK II ?? 
The Continental Mark II is not a Lincoln. Continental was a separate division just 
as Mercury, Lincoln or Ford is. They are produced by the Ford Motor Company. 

SPARE TIRE 

Should you be using the new L78 tires on your Mark II and the spare is the same. 
the spare will not fit in the tire well opening. To relieve t~s problem, cut the 
bottom of the latch support off and weld in a new support. In other words, eliminate 
the length of the support so the tire can clear on its way in. 

GREENFIELD MUSEUM 

The museum has a black 1956 Mark II donated by Douglas Firestone, Jr. Not a restored 
a uto but in fine condition. 

SPRING LOADED TAIL LAMP 

Popular Science, November 1955 ran an article and a photograph showing a Mark II
 
with a spring loaded lamp. The button was under the left rear bumper. No other
 
information has ever been found or released on this feature.
 

MANUAL TRANSMISSION 

The same magazine as mentioned above also listed a manual transmission as an 00


tion. Here again, no further information is available on this.
 

PROTOTYPE INSTRUMENT CLUSTER 

One factory prototype photo shows the amp meter and the oil gage in each others
 
location.
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REAR SEAT BACK 

The rear seat back of a non-air conditioned t'Iark II will not fit in an air con
ditioned model. With air it is cut out on the back side to accomodate the air 
duct, whereas the non-air is not cut out. It is a tough job to convert but it 
can be done. It is not advised. 

DYEING UPHOLSTE.!W 

A beautiful job can be done of dyeing. Any color to any other color can be done 
on a complete interior, minus the headliner, in just one day end be done prop
erly. A good dye is UTICOLOR and they can IP.atch any color you want in a leather or 
vinyl dye. It is not cheap at about $80.00 a gallon matched, but it does a beautiful 
job and will not rub or '>lear off. Be sure to clean the surface throug,hl.y and do a 
good masking job and you will be proud of the results. 

AIR CONDITIONING VENTS 

To remove the roof mounted air conditioning chrome vents, turn the entire unit 
to the right to remove. 

QUARIER WINOOW NO'roRS 

When instaling these motors be sure they are not secured too tight with the 
three screws or they may bind up and not work. Also, this can cause the brass 
gear to strip its teeth. This brass gear is available from HSIA. 

SPECIAL D885 FINISH 

There were 76 Mark lIs finished with this special color of white by DuPont illcite. 

ROBERT H. DAVIS, EXPERr 

Bob is an authority and expert on the Mark II and is always willing to talk Mark 
lIs. He is a L.C.O.C. member and his wife, June, should be "Miss Mark II". 
1474 Duncan Dr., Nogales, Arizona, 85621 

MEYER ENGINEERING, BUD MEYER 

Bud is also an exoert when it canes to the r"1ark II and its mechanical functions. 
He has been in the business of curing the Mark II since it was introduced in 1955. 
He specializes in converting brakes, air conditioning, etc. 646 No. LaPeer Drive, 
Hollywood, Calif., 90069 213-652-5482 

WA'IER IN SWITCHES 

If water should run into the electrical switches from faulty weatherstriping, it 
can and will ruin the switches (which are not replaceable). To cure this condition, 
drill a hole in the )x>ttom of the bakelight switch body for a water drain. To cure 
the problem, replace the weatherstriping! 
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OVERHEATING OF THE MARK II 

Got a Mark II overheating? This is typical!
 
To correct this problem lets go down the list and correct as we go:
 
1.	 Got any leaks? Around the radiator tank. hoses. by pass tube. water pump. 

2.	 Radiator cap. It must be able to withstand 15 pounds pressure. 

3.	 Coolant in system. This will raise the boiling point and provide better cooling 
for the engi ne. It will also help prevent rust. 

4.	 Hoses. What are the condition of the hoses. If they are weak they will collapse 
under pressure. You can try this test yourself: With the engine running. increase 
the rpm from under the hood. If the hose is weak you can actually see it close 
when the pressure builas. A vacuum builds in the system and will close the hose. 

5.	 Air pockets. An air pocket can actually be created in the system and cause a
 
severe heat problem. Bleed the air pocket through a heater hose.
 

6.	 Thermostat. One thermostat is used and it opens at 1680 to 1730 F. It is fully
 
opened at 192°F. If it is defective the engine will heat up.
 

7.	 Belts. If the belts are worn (they can look good) they will slip at all speeds
 
and create a problem.
 

8.	 Corrosion in engine block. If your engine is not fairly new or recently rebuilt. 
it can have a thick layer of rust and deposits on the side walls and oassages. 

A back flushing will sometimes correct. 

9.	 Fan. Are the fan blades bent? If so. it will not flow the correct amount of
 
air over the engine. Also. the Mark II with air conditioning has a six blade
 
fan as opposed to the standard five blade and the pully sizes are different.
 
See INDEX fo r more on the fan and the pullys.
 

10. Water pump. It could be defective even though it looks and sounds good. 

In summation. take your Mark II to a reputable radiator specialist to diagnose your 
problem and correct. On the 1957 air conditioned units the transmission cooler and 
t he air conditioning condensor adds to restrict the air flow. The radiator is 2 1/4" 
thick and maybe going to a larger radiator. by recoring with a thicker core of about 
2 3/4" will certainly run your Mark II cool. 

Refer to the specifications pages and to the INDEX for further information. 

Don't overlook the possibility of a blown head gasket. A Specialist can detect this 
is just two minutes with a chemical test. 

If	 all of the above is in fine order your Mark II will not run hot! 

Are the bugs cleaned out of your radiator. condensor and trans. cooler? 
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DSO DEAlER SPECIflL ORDER 

The earliest recorded 000 number is DS0167 on serial nuwber C56G 3174 belonging to 
Bellflower Auto Trim in California. 
The second earliest number 1s DS0168 belonging to Axel Holm of Arizona, number 
C56G 3176. 
To give an example of some of the DSOs, or a deviation from standard, follows: 

1358 white car with red monogram and wheels. 
1729 v..hite with red wheels and red wheel cover background. 
1746 Medium grey with red wheels. 
2028 Grey with shocking pink nose stripe and body stripe and pink and white interior. 
2203 With seat set back. 
2 195 Special light frrore. 
2223 Special light frame. 
2235 Note on invoice that this was the last unit built in 1955. 
2254 Deep blue, red interior and blue carpets. Red wheels and bod,y stripe. 
2801 Black with red wheels. 
2813 Two-tone with clear glass. 
3 213 Medium blue 15-lAlA, gold plated wheel covers. 
3215 Called for forged crankshaft. 
3 218 Called for extra front and rear carpets.
 
3252 04lB6B called for Scotish leather and an arm rest in the front seat.
 
3257 Black with solid red interior and IOOnogram "ATL".
 

3286Wh1te with solid white interior and leather headliner.
 
3297Grey with solid black interior and a one inch seat set back, low density cushions.
 
33q7 Solid white interior and exterior with deep grey carpets. DS056C-228.
 
3394 Called for 1957 engine build-up.
 
3490, 3373, 2815 called for pig skin interiors.
 
3508 DS03Q9 export springs front and rear. Had air conditioning.
 
3 509 and 3656 DS0343-A export springs.
 
3572 Grey with solid black interior and black side wall tires.
 
1670 Gates Tires
 
3683 General Tires.
 

3691l43E6L Goodrich Tires.
 
3783" 6 ply tires 8.20x15
 
3885 Goodrich tires.
 

Later in 1957 the 000 designation was changed to just an "S". It appears that not
 
all Mark lIs had a DSO or S designation even though it had a 000, on the data plate.
 
It seems that only 1nthe latt"er year or so they kept a record of OOOs. Here are sane
 
more interesting numbers.
 
C56R 3746 14-7-lB6H-N C56s 3884 01-7-1B6M-N 
C56R 3797 D886-S466-1F6M-N C56S 3892 22-S481-1E6:r-N 
C56R 3800 D886-S460-7-lB6M-N 

The D886 appears to be a mistake or a paint color we do not know about. The 7 is 
probably for 1957 as this has not been verified. The N for the rotation number still 
has us baffled. 

----~-----

-----------~==.::::::.======--=====~--
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serial Month F S OC CC PP CP PC CC LA VA LK VK HS TC TH SH CS LS HC 14 12 TM AV RV_Trim Owner ;!-

c566 975 6-23-55 X X TH S S ., HE FIf ST PRC DUe TI N ~ AR~ I I,,,, I~ 
n 

C566 977 6-30:":'55 X Price. ~T 
l ~(:B 11026 8-T4-1:)1:) -- '--- ...... f"· - .. _- - 1--- "-~- -1----- f---- ~ ...--

spec B5G 8 lo'-X CCF 814 
C568 1103 8-55 x x x x x x X Inn X X 

C569 1212 9-14-55 l( i X X 'x I 0?-1 Nf,R-91 -1~ W"hh.T 
C569 1278 9-55 I.. 
C569 1358 9 -55 X x Ix )( )( ')( 1)( Iv ~ p",+ I:"n ... r! 
C560 1428 10-55 Ix )( III Iv Iv Inn v Iv Iv Iv Iv Iv !'Qn,.• I "'... n 
C560 1635 10-28-5 X X X X x Ina X Ix Ix Ix 11 ~_'II:"AM_1 n~ 1~-3 Hurll "c::nn 
C56A 1891 11-55 x X x x X x no X X Ix Ix Iw 
C56B 1(;)27 12-55 Ix . 

IQ '"' 

C56B 1945 12-55 x :~ rl",,,, 
c56B 1950 12--6~~ Ix x Inn ' x Ix In1~ ' I , •. -- ,ol"A 

1r.%'Q ?1 ~1 1 ?--I:\I:\ Iv )"c::~rt CIa~si 
C56'Q.?1Q? 'I ?_?A_"i~ v v v v v Ix X ill' 'v Ix 1-1F6l-122 -5 F.Cook 
C56r ??':I~ 'I_~~ I A~ ~T liNn 'FIr ~ TI T 1 (,"'i::j 
C56r ??QA 1_ -I:\~ Iv v . v nn : V X Ix x )( v Holir1:=lV.'R 
C56r ?3A.? 1- -56 X PA ~TS CAl x Holiday,B 
C56C 2386 1-13-56 x x x x x X no x x x x X Ix X 'It )1-1G6K-113 A P!k-SlQOSl 
C56C 2582 1- -56 Ix )( P RTc C R no x x x x Holiday,B 
C56r. ?616 1-56 1)( x x I )( )( x no X ; x x X Sand. R. 
'''56n ?~Qn ?- _r::,~ v 0 lQT( r lQ , x' I-Inl irl",v.'Q 
C56n 2747 2-56 I) x x X x x no x x I x x Watson, R. 
C56 n 2834 2-56 I )I x x x no x x x x x X R1Chle, J. 
C56 n 2861 2-56 x x x x no x x 
"56 F 2897 3-56 x x x x x no ho : x x no h~ "---,_. - Bichich, E. 
11--56 F 3108 4-56 ~)I x x 
"56 G 3151 x 

~-- 1------'---- X --_ .." ~-(). Reeves. R 
~ --- -._._- _ .... -.... _. -._... _. - ..~-- ~. __ .______.w._. 

5-56 no no x ho x Powers, J. 

56 G 3165 5-56 ()I no x x x-. x· 981 miles Reeves, R.x x x x 
,,56 J 3369 7-56 x x x x x x:· . .~. X· x'": ' , Reeves, R., ., 
1"'56 l 3420 10-56 ~L_ -- -.,- .~- 1----- x mL .119- x x x no D22-S290-iE I6L Brophy,J 

-11-_1:\';'-- •. _._.w _." .. ._-_.,JL. ~- --".- '"'1:'''---

r.56 M ~A.A~ )( v x no no x; X x no Rhea, W• 
rr::,~ II ':IAn" a_?A_r::,~ y v v X X X x ho no 19-56C-265- k24-2 
r-56 til 3539 12-56 x x D21- 1~r.:1\1 

r-S6 P 3583 1-6-57 x x x X ~4--:EPOT'f-"N 

"'56 Q ~682 I?- ':~7 x x Ix 
, no no no 20-7C2D HOI10ay, l:l
I 

1:56 8. 3689 2-57 x x prlce, HI 

~56 P ~740 3-57 x x x x x x no no X x no x 119-7..:r:BOff 

r-56 R 3T(6 3-57 x x x X 1~4-~t-'~~N-N Val lon, J 

56 T 3982 5-51 x x·__ L-:x x no no x no -i- no 
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CODE FOR GRAPH ON PRECEEDING PAGE: 

F Floor mounted Jack. 
S Side, ri~ht quarter panel mounted Jack. 
OC Open consol at the bottom to facilate adjustments. 
CC Clo~ed consol. 
PP Painted pul Is on the interior door panels. 
CP Chrome plated pul Is. 
PC Painted Covers over the bulb for the ashtray. 
CC Chrome Covers. 
LA Leather Armrests on the door panels. 
VA Vinyl Armrests. 
LK Leather kick panels. 
VK Vinyl kick panels. 
HS Hin~e sto·p on the tail lamp hin~e. 

TC Tail lamp clip for vibration under tail lamp. 
TH Torsion hinees in trunk. 
SH Scissor hinees in trunk. 
CS Cloth strap for Jack. 
LS Leather strap for Jack. 
HC Hood cut out. See section on hoods and liners. 
14 140 ~1PH speedometer. 
12 120 MPH speedometer. 
TM Thick mirror. See section on Exterior mirror. 
AV Air vents on quarter panels. 
RV Rain vents on vent windows. 

-DIFFERENCES-
There are many items different on the 1956 and the 1957 
Mark lIs other than are listed above. 

The HolleY and the Carter carburetor. Hoi ley on the 1956, 
and the Carter on the 1957. 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 1956 AND 1957 MARK lIs ~ 
l"I'1 

('"'lStar nuts, chrome, were used on the early 1956 o 
power steetine pump, while later serial numbers Z 

used a square painted type of nut. At stil I other -1 .... 
::ztimes a wine nut was used. I"'" 
2-
):0

There are at least two different types of power I"" 

steerine pumps used. For 1957 theY were improved. ~ 
;;I; 

Lookine at the eraph YOU can see that the Jack lo
"/ ....cation was moved from one area to another throueh

out production for no apparent reason. ::1 
f'1 
(; 

The early production used a steel buckel affair that 
was painted the same color as the Jack. 

Early models, too, used a leather strap and then it 
was chaneed to a cloth strap on the floor, and back 
to the quarter panel with a leather strap. A Jack 
cover was used when it was floor mounted. 

The open consol seems to have appeared with the Jan. 
1956 serial numbers. This makes adjustment of the 
control cables somewhat easier. 

The chrome door pul Is seem to have ended in Nov. 
1956 and was replaced with painted ones. The same 
holds true for the bulb cover on the ash receiver. 

Leather arm rests and kick panels seems to have 
been used throuehout production, with emphasis on 

vinYl in the very last of production. It appears 
The ful I hood liner was used on the 1956, while spun asbestos 
is used on the 1957. See section on hoods and liners. ever 

that Continental was 
theY had in stock to 

usine a little of what-
complete a Mark II. 

Two under hood 
used one. 

lamps were used on the 1956, while the 1957 The welded stop on the eas filler hinee appears 
onlY on the very earliest of the production. 

The 1956 Hoi ley carbo used an oil bath cleaner, while the 
1957 Carter used a Paper Pac dry filter. 

The vibration clip under the Ieft tai I 
on several of the production numbers. 

f amp appears 

0
W continued 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 
DIFFERENCES ON THE 1956 AND THE 1957•••• continued 

The cha~e over from scissor hin~cs to torsion hin~es on t~e trunk lid appears to 
have taken place about the second week of January 1956. 

While we are in the trunk compartment another oddity has come UP; On the ri~ht 

Quarter panel on many models there is a plastic coated hook that appears to be 
for a sprin~ type of hold-down perhaps for the jack and teols. However, this hook 
appears on many models where the jack is on the floor. This is unexPlained as Gf 
this time. 

Hood cut-out. See the section on hoods and liners for more information. Sometirn€ 
around October 1956 the hood bein~ cut out and a tar paper material insert was 
chan~ed to the all metal type hood with the spun ~Iass material for a hood liner. 

October 1956 ~Iso saw the chan~e from a 140 to a 120 MPH speedometer. 

October 1, 1956 became the 1957 model year with serial number 3418 bein~ the first 
1957. 

Sometime in la~e 1956 saw the chan~e from a thick exterior mirror to a flush 
mounted one. See the section on exterior mirrors. This applies to the ~Iass only. 

The exterior air conditionin~ air vents appear to have chan~ed over durin~ March, 
April and May of 1956 to the ~ril I intake vents. 

Rain vents on the vent windows is a metal trou~h affair that is desi~ned to catch 
rain from enteri~ the passen~er compartment. When these were done away with is not 
determined Yet. See ~raph. 

Chrome air cleaners are acceptable as too many 1957 models, and others, have been 
seen with these ~o be mere co'incidences of owners havin~ them done at a later date. 

The complete power steerin~ sYstem was improved for 1957. 

The oil filter for 1956 was a filter cartrid~e type with the ~an remainin~ with the 
en~ine. 1957 chan~ed over to a throw-away type where the entire unit is replaced. 

1956 e~ine used an oil breather cap under the intake manifold that was very flat 
and had many louvers for vents. 1957 used a modern lookin~ cap that had a sin~le 

vent hole and the wire mesh can be seen. Chan~e over date is undetermined. 

Bumper ~uards were used in 1956 only on the units that were bein~ shipped to the 
states that required a front license plate. In 1957, date not determined, al I 
units were shipped with ~uards. 

The frame for 1957 was li~htened bY eliminatin~ one of the seven cross members. 

1956 transmission used a steel convertor while 1957 used an aluminium one. 
Also, 1957 used a transmission cooler located in front of the radiator. 

It is a weird sensation to see a Mark II that has both 1956 and 1957 chan~es, such 
a~ serial number C56C 2386 built January 13, 1956 belon~in~ to Mr. Philip stone 
of the Los An~eles area. 
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DIFFERENCES ON THE 1956 AND THE 1957•••• continued 

The distributor on the 1956 is a vacuum type with dual diaphrams, while the 1957 
has a sin~le diaphramc 

The chcke manifold heat tube on the 1956 connects to the exhaust manifold and is 
Quite noticeable, while the 1957 is not. 

The 1957 used a transmission oil cooler in front of the radiator, which the 1956 
did not. 

JACK HANDLE CLIP 

On floor mounted jacks there is a rubber coated Metal clip screwed to the ri~ht 
quarter panel. This clip holds the jack handle. 

EQUIPMENT AND QPTIOIiS. 

In the Continental Mark II, virtuallY all items usually considered as "extra-cost 
option"are standard equipment. 

Perhaps more important, is the fact that these Many features were specified as 
standard from the initial-desi~n sta~e. Because of this, theY are features that 
not only blend harmoniouslY into the Continentals !(odeJtn FOIUtlM desien, but also 
contribute more than otherwise to the cars performance. 

Included as standard features are: 
Radio Tachometer 
Dual Heater Fuel warninE! li£ht 
Automatic transmission Map liehts 
Power steerine Back UP li~hts 

Power brakes Turn si~nals 

Power window lifts Windshield wipers 
Power operated vent windows Non Glare rear view mirror 
Four-way power seatin£ Side view mirror 
White sidewall tires VanitY mirror 
Wheel covers Undercoatinf' 
Spare tire cover Safety steerin~ wheel 
Entine compartment lamp 
Enpine Dress Up kit 

These additional standard fe8tures are available at no extra cost, should the pro
spect desire them: 
Tinted f!Iass An eng~ved nameplate, containinE! the owners name, may 
Two-tone paints be fixed in place below the heater control tower, if he 
All leather trim wishes, to add a uniquelY personal touch. 

Since the desire for air condition1ne is not a universal one, it is offered in the 
Continental Mark II as an extra-cost option. A safety seat belt and shoulder har
ness are also offered as extra-cost options. 1957 offered automatic head lamp dimmer. 
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MARK II MODELS
 

Mark II by Ideal. A fairly large model.
 
Mark II by Revell.Comes in kit form and factory assembled. Seven inches long. Plastic.
 
Mark II by A.M.T. A promotional friction model. Hardtop and convertible.
 
Mark II by Mercury. A metal model from Italy.
 
Mark II by Wiking • A plastic model from Germany. Very small, 2 1/4 inches.
 
Mark II by EKO. A very small model.
 
Mark II by Premier. A plastic model in a box with Mark IV Continental designation.
 

In June 1975 a youngman about twenty-five stopped in to the author's facilities and
 
offered the following information: Shortly after the Mark II was introduced my father
 
started a business of building Mark II children's cars. I have a picture of me sitting
 
in a silver one and they were electric operated (battery). He built about three hundred
 
of them. I'll bring the picture over for you to see". That was the last I heard from
 
the young man as he did not bring a picture for me to see. Does anyone have information
 
verifying this?
 

MARK lIs IN SWITZERLAND
 

At least these three Mark lIs were exported to Switzerland; C56A 1782, now owned by
 
Dr. Warner H. Gustavson of Illinois, C56P 3556 and C56G 3138.
 

ARMOR ALL
 

Armor All is fantastic on almost anything; leather, rubber, wood, vinyl, paint, plas

tic, plexiglass, acrylics. Dirt slides off and does not stick. Leather is protected
 
from drying, rotting and cracking. Rubber (tires, weatherstrip) will look like new and
 
will last much longer. On paint it will bring out the color and will not let dirt
 
cling to the surface. Very Important Products, Inc., 4120 Birch, Suite Ill, Newport
 
Beach, California, 92660.
 

SAUDI ARABIA
 
As reported in the Continental Comments #109 summer 1972, Stan Groover had heard
 
about a Mark II in the desert at Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. He went there and removed
 
the data plate from the completely fire gutted Mark II. Jim Donaven ran down some
 
history on the car through factory invoices.
 
S.N. C56A 1692, Spec-lAlA-114-8 He determined that the car had been delivered to 
a Mr. Donovan or Mr. Reiser at Ford International for shipment from Port Newark, New 
Jersey, on November14, 1955. It was two tone blue, the reason for the "SPEC" on the 
plate. It had a two tone blue interior (IAIA) and was assembled Nov. 4, 1955, the 
eighth one for the day. The car had California license plate #7B45024, year unknown. 
The speedometer was in kilometers, and was shipped with foot tire pump, heavy duty 
springs, Air Conditioning, low compression engine, two pints of touch-up paint, 
tinted glass, 6 ply Firestone tires and a weight of 5,120 pounds. 
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Rebirth of a proud tradition .•• 

the Continental Mark- J[ 

Through ye:tt'~ alld ~'P:tl'S of pl'odu!'illg fill!' 11101'01' ('a 1';', 

A1IJel"lCI\ 1m, huilt 1\)' Pllgilll'l'l'illg ~kill, ;llId l'1'~O\\I'('I'~ 

thltl 11(> ot.hel' la'lld ill till' world C"\.I, IIml.cl, 

011(> of t.he till"~L I:'xalllpll'~ of t111~ wa, till' \\'Olld"I'(\I: 

Lill('oJIJ COlltilll'lIta l, wlll!'iI w'n; ('rl'all'd ill 1\14(1 In' [11(' 

Ford Mot,ol' COlli (lltll,\' :IlId i~ Ht.ili. e\'ell lo<1a~'. consid, 

ered olle' of the IllO~t di~tlllctin" alit: 1l1Ost :I>dlJlirel~ 

C:t1'8 111 Amcl'lC':', 

!'Om\ the Fon! Motor COlllJlall~' prOlllll)' anllOllll(,l:'~ ii 

is ouilding a- new Contillental-inspired. III plUt, hl' 

t,lI(' g'1'f'at car of tlll' ,W'" Thl' ('olltill,,"t,t1 .lfurk-II will 

ellllJod~' t'll'gi\n('~l Bud di1!ldr~. Y('1. it \\"in h(· 't daring 

:1,11<1 t\I""llallcall\',1l10d"I'1I "a", 100, AlI,i, ill 1,11" ehal'"l'ler 

alld 01<' qll:liil\' 0/ iI" hllil,]illg, it \\'ill ~lll'pa"sl'\'ell the 

helo""<1 Lillcolll COllti"!'I\!a\. 

Yot' we an~ d .. I"I'lllill ..d to 11111k .. Ill<' IIl'\\' I. 'olllilll'lIt:t1 

Ufo ii llP a lI)ot or car a~ t h~' world ha~ p,'l')" kIlO\,"I1. 

'YIWll ,1'011 ~,.l' tI\I' Ill"" ('0111 ill('lll,d J(((I'/.. -11, a lilt Ie 

lat-pl' thl, ~"'Ill'. w.' SII1('('I'"I,\' hel,,'\'" ~'Oll will shat'c tIl(' 

deep IH'itle with which we bha,ll l'rebent it. 

rl:RI
_IUjLlL C t' tiD'" F d M t C~~ on Inen a IVISlon· or 0 or ompany 

This adveflisement is appearing in the May 30, 1955 issue of Newsweek 67 
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THE NlM3ER J!lO MARK II CONVERTIBLE COfvYv'ONLY REFERRBJ TO AS "THE FLORIDA CONVERTIBLE" ANO THE "AL COOPER 
CO~NERTIBLEI. IT IS REPORTBJ NOT TO BE AS NICE AS THE PHOTOGRAPHS W\KE IT OUT TO BE. IT APPEARS TO 
HAVE A PLASTI C BOOT OVER THE FOLDBJ cmNERTI BLE TOP. 

J 
j 

.Q) '"
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The Mark II convertible on the opposite 
page is one that has been rumored to have 
been the second cabriolet that Ford Motor 
Company built, which is completely untrue. 
Ford built only one convertible. 
Dr. John H. LeBaron recounted the history 
of the second convertible for the Lincoln 
Continental Owners Club in its publication 
the "Continental Comments". 

To quote Dr. LeBaron, "This beautiful 
Mark II, now owned by Al Cooper of Tampa, 
Florida (Ed. note. This car is commonly re
ferred to as the Florida Convertible.), has 
been loved by several owners. Not all of its 
history is known, but a former owner tells a 
fascinating story that may have some truth. 

Doc Ruth has been tracing the car and its 
history for some time,. until his health 
did not permit the completion of the research. 
Doc had hoped to have the car written up and 
the story published as long as three years 
ago, and since that time new facts have come 
to light so perhaps it is best that it wasn't 
published. 

The most intriguing story comes from a 
used car salesman who specializes in the un
usual vehicle. Our member, Mr. Baldwin of Coni
ngton, La., who is acquainted with this quest
ionable character, related this story to Doc 
Ruth. This dealer was a previous owner, but 
apparently just owned the car long enough to 
sell it. He had business deals in Miami and 
New Orleans where Mr. Baldwin knew him. 

It seems that through some mysterious means 
the dealer acquired the car from Europe where 
it had been shipped for the Paris show in 1955 
or 1956. The car had been modified into a con
vertible in the states, shown in Europe (maybe 
other shows as well) and then sold to a private 
party with the agreement that the car would not 
be sold or returned to the states for ten years. 

Factory records show the car was sold in 
Chicago, through a dealer no longer in bus
iness, to a Mr. Lee Rather with a Miami ad
dress. This man was contacted by a club mem
ber in Miami who to put it bluntly, received 
the cold shoulder by the Secretary. And no 
information except that "yes, Mr. Rather had 
owned the car and had sold it to a dealer in 

Miami •••• Goodbye". 

Through much phoning around the 
country it was learned that the 
car had been customized in Palm 
Beach, and eventually the widow of 
the shop owner was able to give a 
limited amount of information. She 
recalled how proud her husband had 
been of the finished car, and that 
he had taken photographs of the car 
during and after the conversion. Mr. 
Cooper also talked to·this mans 
helper to whom the widow had given 
the photogrpahs, but the only one 
he could find was of no value. This 
man moves around a great deal and 
it has been impossible to locate 
him again for futher questioning. 

The fact that the original owner 
was located and transmitted the in
formation that he had sold the car 
to a dealer makes the "To Europe" 
story very suspect. Not to mention 
the dubious reputation of the deal
er who seems to be the only one who 
mentioned such a history. It would 
make a good story to tell a potent
ial customer while everybody is 
standing around kicking tires, and 
checking the smoke coming out of 
the exhaust. 

This dealer sold the car around 
1962 to Mr. Hogan, a former member 
in Atlanta. Mr. Hogan owns quite a 
few collection vehicles. He had the 
Mark II repainted and new top put 
on plus considerable mechanical de
tailing. When the time came to thin 
out the ranks of his expanding col
lection his good friend Al purchased 
the Mark II. 

Al is a yachtsman, but for cars 
he had always had a warm spot for 
the convertible Mark II and now is 
as proud of this car as any auto hob
biest. 

It was shown at the 1969 L.C.O.C. 
Eastern National Meet and those club 
members that attended were pble to 
compare the only two Mark II conver
tibles known. 
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THERE IS ONLY ONE FORD PRODUCED CONTINENTAL MARK II CONVERTIBLE •••••••••• 

This car, serial number C56G 3190, began its life as a production car and was white. 
Ford (Continental Division) had decided on a "cabriolet" and had shipped this car 
to Enos Derham in Rosemont, Pennsylvania, to receive a soft top. This top was of 
white orlan an~ the body was of white pearlescence and the interior was red. A beau
tiful combination! 

In October 1956 the car was shown at the Texas State Fair in Dallas and then to 
the Auto Show in Los Angeles. Sometime later it was given to Martha Ford as her own 
personal auto and in the years that followed it had changed exterior and interior 
colors a number of times. The car was offered to Mr. John Reinhart, chief stylist 
for Continental, and apparently was turned down. Mr. Paul Wagner of Ford acquired. -.. 
the auto, perhaps to dispose of it, as it perhaps was still classified as a pr~
type since undergoing the body change. It was from Mr. Wagner that its cu~en)f own
er, Mr. Walter W. Goeppinger of Boone, Iowa, acquired the only Mark II convpi:ibl~. 
Mr. Goeppinger did some horse trading to get the car, trading a 1947 Lincoln Cont
inental and an undisclosed amount of cash, in 1962. In 1963 Mr. Goeppinger invested 
thirteen thousand dollars in its restoration. The cabriolet is now a medium blue 
iridescent with white leather seats and blue piping. The side panels are the same 
shade of blue and white leather. 

A complete story and beautiful colored photographs are in the Automobile Quart
erly Vol. 12 No.1. 

The body of the cabriolet has been widened at the pillars to retain the car's 
character lines, new windows, with a slope different from that of the standard 
hardtop, have been hand-made to follow the reworked body contours. The convertible 
top has been rounded more than the roof of the hardtop, giving a height of 57 inches. 
A new rear seat had to be designed to permit accommodation of the folding top, and 
side armrests and center armrest have been replaced by part of the actuating mech
anism. 

Here is another example of Derham's work. This car was shipped to Derham by Ford for 
the custom work and then delivered directly to a Mr. Barnes, the purchaser. The car 
has a padded top and an extended continental kit. This special Mark II is now owned 
by Mr. Ed Pease of Narragansett Restoration Co., Inc., Kingston, R.I. 
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This customized Mark II is valued at $69,000.00. 
It is the work of Mr. Lee Wells of Classic Enter
prises of Hollywood, California and it required a 
year's work. It is done in a lime gold metalflake 
finish and is quite attractive. 

It is now owned by Los Angeles Newscaster Alex 
Drier and is on loan to the Movie World Cars of 
Stars, 6900 Orangethorp Ave., Buena Park, Calif., 
90620 213-921-1702 

When in the Los Angeles Area plan to see the auto 
at the Car$ of Stars. They have many fine autos 
on display in their museum e 
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ChemicalProgress., 
News of A pp lied Chemistry 

Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Company, A D~!siDn of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. Vol. 2 ~;o. 10 . October, 1956 

Smooth lacquered elegance 
Special nitrocellulose 
finish for Mark II 

• Under the crystal dome of I'ari< 

Grand I'alais, automobile experts elt·d 

such !>cauties as the J{olls-Ho)l'c. Fer

ran, ~Icn:ed('s·lknz. and Ihe ncnllt~\. 

Yet. one car in this ~ralld assemhlv 

stood out Ford )\Iolor COlllpall\'s 

ConLinental ~Iark II. 

Respollse to this In'i.ury car ---- its 

eun'r's, lillcs, alld size was illtcnsi[i(·d 

hecause of its hall(l-rnl,lH'd lacquer fill

ish. The long--Iastjn~ lar'qucr for til<' 
~'lark II is sp(~ciall\" made hI' Rinshcd

i\!ason CompallY. Iletroit. 

H-i\1 is a familiar JHUn(' iu tIl<' auto

mobile r:oatillg-s fidd. (,I'('r since 1() II). 

when two schoolllO\" cOlllpaniolls 

joined skills to make duck dr'eoys all,1 

car painls. In those days it took 23 

days and 11) coats of paint to flllish 

a car. In six months the finish usu· 

alh' checked and crazed - -and ended 

up IUUKill;f iik ... an ilili.c-'llor's skill. 

In the early twenties 1{·i\T I,c~all to 

work with low viscosity. fast-dryiu!,?: 

nitrocellulose lacquers. and in this 

work turned to CAHIlIlIf: for technir:al 

assistance and for a stead y source of 

supply of esters, ketones. alr:ohols. and 

!-!,Iycol·ethers. 

Lacquer for the Mark n ... 
The R·M lacquer for the 1\'fark II and finally filten~d. Many factors enler into the formu· 

is made hy dispersin~ nilrocellulose Oler is per cent of R·M's finishes lating of automobile lacqurrs. I{·;VI 

and pigment 011 a two roll mill to an' tailor·made for car manufacturers' ('Illphaslzes 'a r:oatillg',; workahility, 

form chips. The chips are t!\('n dis ,In ill~ ICll1lwratnres and nJetlllld,; of adhesioll, durahilit-I. hidin~ power. 

solved in C... HIllDE :"011 (·lIls. Pla::-tieiz appli,'atioll. Alll,ul ;\1:, g-allons of la.·· eoltlr sLahilill. lIr·'i.ihility. and resisl· 

ers an' l.lend,·d in. lIlt' IlIi .... lun· tint<-d. '1'WI" arc Ill'ed(,d to finish eadl car. al\("(' ttl hlilnidill and ahrasion. 73 

II"T!' H-Il mal",s c!lips I)]" dispersin~ l'i~menT (/lid niTTlJcellnlose on a IlI'o-roll mill. Ti'e chips 
(tn' tilt' 11 di.'\.'\fJll'cd in unions C.\IWIDE so/re'lits. 

lleaul)", lou{!hness, anti luxury are combined 1Il this lacquer-finished Continental Mark 1/ 
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,

!....~~: '.... ". I Continental
r£~: Dealer warrants to Purchaser (except as I~~~ 
~\,;;: hereinafter provided) each part of each iiii' C:~: DEALER'S

r\~jF*.11: Ford Motor Company product sold by Dealer i~..t: 
~0.:.i·. ' 
.-:;~ {on l SERVICE POLICYf;~' to Purch~ser to be free u~der nv~al use !~; f'",>i,

'lJj,'J~;iJ.~ '!;r r~ .~,~ i~.~ and serVice from defects m material and I ~~.~~..•:,....•..:t.:. :!t-"'e~
..··,1 h"l h d h b I J:....61!'i:iI~'.:~~,	 \;'~1; w~rkmans ip untl suc pro uct, as een Jf) ;.=? ::/~J ·3 ~"S ~ S~l"!IV~~::;r
 

'1);~}-t~~'t;d: ~~, ..;.. :;'::;~: dnven, used or operate~ for a distance. of :~~
 Owner', Namo 
::.,·,t four thousand (4,000) miles or for a pel'lod 'I»/J
J .." I·	 f~:";;1 ~~!: f\ """'l(..:;~ ........, "".:" .... ,. 

.' ./ 
:'.~B: of ninety (90) days from the date of de- :{til: 0:::0 ..........:.. ...... '''' .... .:....... .~
 

~~~}:,;<:.lj livery to Purchaser, whichever	 event first I~~ \1 (... '	 Address 

:\J shall occur. Dealer makes no warranty il\f -.• :"lP £:. 3 .?... :i ;..=; r-.:.:.?..	 C,:J.J..l.L 
;, 

~· ..;\t! whatsoever with respect to tires. Dealer's it,,: 
City	 State !:t.:,·n: obligation under this warranty is limited to Ill~'	 

\.~li 
~':;;1: replacement of, at Dealer's location, or ·n",~~It~r tTJ1i l~5;=C2::J '2	 I' 

.. J ~"~rj: credit for, such parts as shall be returned I~':q,,\:1'	 ., Vehicle Number::;;;>1; to Dealer with transportation charges pre- ; :/ :. 

:J1; paid and as shall be acknowledged by i¥t L
I

l -11-5·:'¥ji
'r; '.,.:i Dealer to be defective, This warranty shall if.a.) ~.~'. Dato of Delivery 

':.'i: not apply to any Ford Motor Company ! it'
tH: product that has been subject to misuse, >'~ This Service Policy Is valid only when issued wHh a 

new Continental that is sold and delivered	 to th ..<>J negligence or accident, or in which parts ;/1;:1 !I'~. 
above named owner by the undersigned, an Authorized'<:.1)".':' ;•.• {.~.,<}'	 ,....~ .i~.'."'i; not made or su~pli,ed by Ford .Motor Com- : ~i.!.·~. Continental Dealer, an.!' If signed by said oWner at

!.1';:~3;.;:-:.;.,. ,)}'	 ,:;ii' pany are used if, m the sole Judgment of >.;;1 the time of iSSU41nce.
 
~,',',; Dealer, such use affects its performance, :l\,'j i:T
 
.;<~ stability or reliability, or which shall have i :~,.rl t~\l' POLICY ISSUED BY
 

been altered or repaired outside of Dealer's :~(1 :> ,,:~ 

'••1 ~...~	 "':";1~ ..... :- .• .! i 1place of business in a manner which, in the . ~,;.~; \~-;:-ji 
, ..JI ' _:) ~ 'J r 1 ~ 

. 1,1·;' sole judgrr;e.nt of Dea~er" ~ffects ~ts perfonn-:.J .;. Authoriz.ed Continental Daciar 
1 ; ance, stabihty or rehabihty. ThiS warranty . ""~ :J


,;~··"5·11· : ~\; is expressly in lieu of all other warranties,>;'~ .>':d;
~~:. ',' .,.	 .? ·c~ 'c:' ~ 
.~ ~~".:: 0 .	 express or implied, and of all other obliga- ;:.~ fi 

I.U,•••;"r.••'.1:...... '., "' ~. '~; tions or liabilities on the part	 of Dealer, ".:,;1~L;,·~(~./~,:, 
except such obligation or liability as Dealer ,"J j>:j: 
may assume by issuance of its Authorized . :':~;1 :·-~,:~·,i' T

.' :~'.' Continen~al De,aler's Service Policy or sep- i ~~:, 
~.);' arate Wl'ltten mstrument. !~..t1 

•.•••:;-1. IM: 

.~ 1':"1" .,...~ ~ ., 

City 

.; '''. " r 

~~ I!r:>/r~~~( 

:j~:.I1.:.~::
 
.:/~..i·;;;
 ,Ji,_ .... .:.-;:;;T;~:':':!:,:::::.:;.~ ",,:,!,;!.J~!;~ ~f~;2L,.~~:2}j(~·:G~"J!;:t~1'~;~}£~§~ . (yellow	 paper) 
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'" Continental Mark II 

,. 
~!. Continental U0iJ (fjj o4h n 

!'. 

2,000 MILES or 2 MONTHS 

LUBRICATION and rNSPECTlON 

CERTIFICATE 

®wnrr ~rrutrr 'nltru 
--------------------------

Continental Mark II 

I 
It is recommended that you always take your Continental Ma1'k II to an authorized 
C0ntinental Dealer for service. Dealers' service personnel will appreciate your presenting 
this policy whenever your car is to be serviced. 

c· 

f. 

.'.' 

4,000 MILES or 4 MONTHS 

LUBRICATION and INSPECTION 

CERTIFICATE 

-------------------------
Continental Mark II 

i ,."~ 

.~ ;:;:':

;,"1 
-j, 
,,

'\, 

.,..;: 
': :i ~ 

II 
Should the replacement of any part become necessary under the warranty, we, the sell
ing dealer, V.fill make the replacement without charge to you for the part or for the 
labor required to replace the part. To obtain this service, you must bring your vehicle 
back to us before the warranty period expires. 

The battery installed in your new Continental Mark II is covered by the attached 
warranty and by an adjustment policy that allows credit on a pro rata basis for a 
period of 36 months or 36,000 miles, whichever first occurs. 
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6,000 MILES or 6 MONTHS 

LUBRICATION and INSPECTION 

CERTIFICATE 

Continental Mark II 

8,000 MILES or 8 MONTHS 
LUBRICATION and INSPECTION 

CERTIFICATE 

._-----------------------
Continental Mark II 

10,000 MILES or 10 MONTHS 
LUBRICATION and INSPECTION 

CERTIFICATE 

------------------------
Continental Mark II 

12,000 MILES or 12 MONTHS 
LUBRICATION and INSPECTION 

CERTIFICATE 
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e.. ,ntin("lllal on 11 nH)(lt~I'att~ ("Ol'ne-I' !oihows slight hody lean to the (·.anH~l"a. h~ har"lIill~ Hilfl I·jfl .., an:' 11llu~ual {Ol" a cal' of it!'o !iOizc. 

Driver's Report 

$10,000 is a lot oj 1no'ney for an auto'Jnobile. ~Yhat do you get in 

perjoJ'1lwnce, '}'oadalrility a'nd cj'uality? Hel'e m'e are answers 

BY GEORGE KNIGHT 

"n",.. r..rI vcntilal"" inl,-d,',·", with pia". 
in~ al"ln on Winflo\\ !'Oill. NOh' nn"c) han
dle anrl dirt-catching ('nps [01' rlOOl' grips. 

Sid.. milTo" hnu'l..d is f"nncd as 1'...·1 of 
",in,lshidd mol,ling, 0001";', a",1 all b"rly 
.ioints, have an exceplional 1",..Pi;.i"" fil. 

\ 
~/.;; 

Highthand"<J gl"",' "omllal'lnl<'nl ,It'"p;. 
Ollt of (1.01.:"11, ("OI1U'!'\ c)O!"i(" to PH5~(~lIg(,I·\. 

kncc~. Not~ ha.·(J·cove.. owner"s ulanu... I • 
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C""i,ill~ ,,\ ,p.·.·,1 in II,,· Conti"e"I,,1 i, n"slII'IHIS,etl 1'0" "ff'lI"tlt·" smoolhness, 100 
Hlph lwin~ nu Illu ... · ~tl·.ain thai half IhBt nillt-it ill Iltt" a\'t.~l·ag(" ."al·. II i:-, h(~!S1 t"xclJIlplt· 
uf ~~like ridin~ 011 rails." '''illl ,\illflo\\'s Upt'n, howPYel', wind )lube I'c,it'hc:s hi~h lcyel. 

A.liu,tment of A-f"ame is f"om inside 
ell~in,' eom pm·tmcnt, Jaek, also, is novel, 
is 0l'c,'ale.1 by crank lit waist height. 

li"aYy mesh liner, ;n,\("..1 of ,,'nal ",,"
dill#;, sOlilulpl'O(){~ COlltill<"lltal\; ho()(I. 
~I ...al st,'i", f,n' fil 'lI"e a" "xlt'a 10''''h, 

Vi,-w of f"all1e shows how floQl' ,etting 
d4.Jwn hetween 1l1enll)('1'81'e(lujl'(~~new J'Ollt~ 
iug of exhau~t, IjlJka~('~, extra U-.;oint.s .. 

Unusual mechani,'al fealn ..e is righl' 
anglt.~ fnHnl~ nlt"lubel' in fJ'nnt esp~ciu~ly 

"e~ign... J 1'01' low-,jlho"ellc ...·qui..emenls. 

Unconventional exha"_t system "h..'e, lII"ffler, insid" fe"rI
e", Ldti,"1 "em' wh.·"", wilh ",1,litio"al 'mall reSollato,' (not 
visihle) in fro'll of wl"'el, anti ,.,.o,,.lVe,: pi"e to othe.. side. 

'v ~ '-~ I(ltv, 19"..-(, 

Uke Lincoln, of course, the COlllinental engine has the new 
the'·llIoslatieallv-con"·olle.1 intakes whidl help regulate tem· 
\le"a""'e of ai': to Ihe cham!>c,·s. La,'ge hose inducts cool ai,', 
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Glimp,e of Ihin/!;s 10 "Ollle ", Conti· 
uf'ntaJ'~ ('unlrul:; nIOH" In pedt:stal-I}'pc 
11I1I1I ..-a f~·alll ..e ull Illall~' 1I...'alli (·al·~. 

D"ive,' fee/, do",,,' 10 ca" wi'h 17.illd. 
wiled ,,'I 1111 III d"sh. SIII,,11 ;"s"'llIIwnb 
IUI\-" fi.l('(·~ Ii"-e fillt", j,",\'t,II.·.) "i.llt·h('~. 

Sjn~l" 1",-,,1' eonl,,"I,- hllih 1"1"11 a",1 s"f..·
 
I' ,·",,·h Oil Ihe I"'otl. '1'1 ... 1II..."lwork, in
 
~t'lIt'I'al, i~ alu)\',' a\·t.· ..a~c of ll.S. ("i.II·:!'I. 

T ATE last fall, afttr Yt'ars of specula- prize to strenuous road testing, duction model, an eight-passenger limou-
L tion and tantalizill~ rUTllor, Ihe uew Hecclltly. however, Ceorge Barris, of sine. ruulIing more than $2.000 less, For 
Cont inental :'Ilark II finally a 1'1H'ared. cust(lmizing fame, decided to invest in a this kiud of money a huyer expects to 
~ince its price tag; of $IO,OtlO Il\ake~ it Contint~ntal-with professiollal motives get something pretty special. 
unattainahle for all hilt till' very wt'1l- ill IIlind. I.e"" thau 10 minutes after 1)(, Performance Ita, heell IIl1t' of the hig
heeled. most of us have h"d to he "011- had reCt'i\'(~d the ear from an alltllOrized gbt question marks hehind Ihe COllti
tent with merely lookillg at t11(~ car, dealer, who had driven it for 7.000 mile.,. neulal\ lIame. The builders do not quote 
Even ol.taining one for te~t purposes I,e agre..d to make it avuiJuhle to MOT,)Jl horsepower or torque output, hut it is 
was bloekeJ; the factory declined to LIH [or study, eslimuleJ that the vield i" not far ahove 
make one available on the grounds that The Continental has a factory.recom- that of the 1<)56 I~,u(;olfl engine, which 
a low production rate (about 2,000 have mended price of $9,<)4·1; with air condi. the car uses. with minor modifications. 
l",en built to date) was g"ured to orders; tiouing, the only optional extra. it is So with sOlllewhel'l" in the neighhorhood 
and the rare owner, one might fiud was $10,681. 1'1Iis {luts it in a class hy itself llf ;~OO hp underfoot. we look the Con-
understandably reluctant to submit hh, all10ng U.S, cars, the next costliest pro· (Cofltinll,'r/ Ofl flext lJal(e) 

Examples of unily of styling on Ihe Conlinenlal a"e f ..onl I,a ..king lighls and "ear' Cas inlake is (',once"I(;d hehind Ihe un
exh""SI ollilels, Bllmpe,'s "Iso '"·C idenli,·"I, an eXI"cmcly ,'ar'e fealllre on I).S. (''''·s. ",",,1 f,inged I(·fl lail lighl assembly. 

Geo..ge Ba.... is a,lmires Ihe hea'lIighl on his Conl;nenlal. 
Thc unil is conse"valively ,'ce(",;,;,I, l';'lhc" Iha" heillg 
radically FJ'enched in 11,.- cllrnml fashion, hnl "I'.lo·dale. 

Ilnr0R [IFf Julv. 19~' 

Wheel discs "rc nol a dose fil, cause lIlany 10 wonder if 
the" aloe corning off. Contillcn2,.. J ,I~ .. :""i~nel·.s eonsiclercd gell· 
uine wire wllcd,;, hUI finally ma,I,· Ih,' ('ollcession to COSIS. 
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Ch"ome slri" "as 110' 1"'(,11 b"It...1 "II 
haphaza..dly; boo)' melal is ,',',','s.<",J. 

liuenta] out of the road and 1'111 it 
through standard road lest arepleral ion 
l<'c.hniqucs which involve variolls shift 
combinations. 

The quickest I ime.. were: O-:~(J lllph 
in 3.9 seconds: 0-4,", mph in Ii. <): and 
0-60 mph in 10,5. In Ihe hllt,'r ea!t'gor~ 

lhe gear lever was held in low all Ihc 
way and lhe lach was regi ..lt'rilli! :IlJOO 
rpm at the top end. In an alternutive 
dlPck, qarting in dril'e and allowin!! th(' 
torque converler 10 shifl midway. pro
dur:er! a time of 11.:> se('onek ~'rClnl Ihis 
il if. evident that the Contincntal was 
d"vist'd to perform udl',/ual"ll'. hilI not 
,./wctar:nlarly. TIll' 0·60 JIlpil elapsed 
l itllf' is il g;ood two ~p'{'(lrHI~ ''':!o\'\'t:'r rhan 
the average hot .. tandard 1>l1ss('n""r joh 
and ahont on par wilh most of the hil-' 
\--8 mae,hinpry. W,'ight. of conrs". penal
iz.... lit,· ConlillPnlal. since il will rlln 
frolll 200 10 400 pClIllHls over Ihe S.OOO 
mark in normal trim. 

III handling <lnd ridt'o howt'\'('J". lilt' 
CClntint'nlal oUlcla~sc'" allY of the nOll· 
specialized production car~. Tlw powt'r 
sleering has snap and 11ITci~ion. wilh 

FiUinl1o' 51h wheel III ca'" was 1"'ohl"IlI, 
since \"C3I" hu III p"" fil~ 10 h,,<lv willwul 
nonnal gap. Melal meels metal ill lip. 

('xcdl"ul fee! of 1)](' rllad. Coin" thrllllj!.h 
a ..erie .. of windill!! "nrl'(', al 80 IIII'll is 
decepti",·ly ea..y. with j,ehavior .. imilar 
to Ihal of allY good passenger-he.d;ed cal' 
at. ..ay, 40 or SO mph. The sccurily alld 
road-hUi'-ginj!. «Iwlilil" <Ire oupnh. Ouly 
oil a lIeilr right.allg'" helld al allllol'lnal 
speed doe .. the mas._ of .....eighl tllrllst 
out over the wheel, ilm! fighl direction
al changp. EI'ell tllf'n. however, Ihe hel'l
ing ~ell:-:-a,ion i~ !-'Ji~.dl'-

Contributing 10 t1w feclillg of Illanen· 
",'rilbility i.. the pooilioning of tile driver 
clos.. to tilt" dash. ne<lting Ihe illu"ion 
of haudling a Illiwh ,mailer "ar. Tile 
str~ering wlwel m'arer the I'ertical adds 
to the effect. The c1osene.... of the ropf 
and ,ide pilJ<lrs alsc, prr"ir!e a COlllpact 
arranj!.('ment. On the other hand. with 
the floor illside Ilw fram,' rail.<. the Con
linenlal is not 11](' easit· ..t car to get ill 
and 0111 of. As a sid..Jight. it was Iloled 
that with windo .....s rollt:,d down. the level 
of ",jlld noise wa' high. althouj!.h when 
completely closed the car was exquisilely 
smoot II and qnie!. 

Whal a buyer get .. in performancp .111.1 
roadahility. howeHf. i, "Illy a fnH'lioll 
of the story. The slyling i" r()n~el'l'ali\"ly 

lll"dern. hut does not ofT"r an\'thing tltal 
i, radically new. The' /Jig poilll widl IIIl' 
C"nlilll'ntal is ils "1t1'!"ly ,imple and fllllr
tional layont tltal ,'nlpJOI'S l11all>rials "f 
appan'lItly ex('('ptional 'fwdi1y. A.- I11l1n' 
of tllf".<e delail .. a" p,,"'ihll' are shown 
pholograp!lirallv with this texi. /lilt Ihe 
ridlllt'ss and allt'nli"n 10 delail I11IISI h" 
,epn til he apprcTialcd. [t an1<'lIl1ts til a 
11('\\' s1alldard of fini:';!1 for lr.~. ,'ars ancl 
Ihis.•dllng with Ih., HUlslandiilg rid .. and 
.-II".,.;ng. i, whllt the !luyer gets for his 
lI:onc-'l'. Is it <III worlh $10.000? I'rolJahly 
1I0t. since sllCh ilelll" ,llOlIld Ill' available 
at a ll1uch lower "ric" (alld are in ""lIle 
inCXIl('n~ive foreil-'II car .. J. The onlv thing 
Iffl then j- Ihe prestig(' of drivillg ..uch 
till f\!'!t>;ve l·~n. Btil Ihi~ i~ v\~I<'rp langi~ 

hi .. v<llnc, eud <llId saleslll<ln ..hip hegins.• 

SparC' in ll"unk Icav('!iO I1l1nllll\l111 of lug.. 
Ka~(' .°001)). COlnparln'lcnl is so ait--light 
that il coultl use moislure ycntiJal;oll. 

Ffu~)I"·rnltnc la\'OUl (·.III~('d ("xhall~1 line",,;;, 
Ie) h(" .'1111 olll!,'j,I(· I'ails whieh l'c~lIl1!'i in 
!"i(JIII(' w;II'lning~uJ>of the ,'o('kcr Jlan~~1 an.1 
,'O\·"..;nl1o' ..hrome sll'ip 011 Ihe .exler;or. 

A,WII ...,. e""mple of fill,' a\l"lll;Oll 10 t/,.. 
tail: hoot! ",Ill" is ""avil,' d"'ol\lct/ ,I rip 
showing sllloolh joinl ",,<I f1llsh SCI'ews. 
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('1I1t;'1<' .i,.,· (If fi"I'wall, wil'" hn" "'" ,'r 
i(I('nlif~ in~ (· ...·h. l\utf" .·III1.r~· hr.l("k("I~, 

l"·ol,,,hl.,· hnih ill foJ' flltm'" a,'c"s~ori,.. s. 



Pre-war Continental, Edsel Ford's labor 
of love, enjoyed wide popularity. It was 
considered a masterpiece of design. 

THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

CURRENT RUMORS in Detroit 
-rumors which the Ford Motor 
Co. has taken pains not to deny

strongly suggest that the Continental 
as a make of car died on May 15, 1957. DEATH That was the date when production of 

OF THE 

INENTAL?
 
By AL OUTCALT 

the Mark II ended. 
When the public gets its first eager 

look at the 1958 cars this fall, the Con
tinental Mark III will probably be 
relegated to the role of just another 
model in the Lincoln line, just another 
mass-produced automobile with a high 
price tag and little else of distinction. 

It will not have an awesome price 
tag of $10,000. It will not have the 
distinctive hand craftsmanship or the 
austere styling which made Continen
tal so appealing to the eye. In other 
words, it will be just another automo
bile. 

What made Ford pull the Conti· 
nental down from its lofty perch? The 
answers are many, but the prime one 
is sales. 

When the Continental Mark II had 
been in production for one year, it had 
sold roughly 2,000 units-a figure sub

80 
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stantially below the company's private 
hopes. The important sales factor, 
however, was that Continental has 
been on a steady and discouraging 
downhill slide. 

In the last quarter of 1955, follow
ing its introduction, a meager 606· 
Continentals were sold; in the first 
quarter of 1956, sales fell off to 550. 
In the second quarter of 1956, sales 
tumbled to 387, and fell off again in 
the third quarter to 328. By the fourth 
quarter of 1957 they were down to 
299, and they took another big fall in 
the first quarter of this year, to 200. 

Why didn't the car go over in our 
free-spending economy, where luxury 

day's automobile market. 
Continental design apparently was 

not, as the company described it two 
years ago, "different enough in concept 
and advanced e'nough in execution to 
last for several years without any loss 
of distinctiveness or appeal." 

Styling of the Mark II was cer
tainly eye-catching; it was not over
laden with chrome, nor over-run with 
gadgets and gimmicks. The company 
built into it nothing which wasn't func
tional. It was simply a good-looking, 
appealing automobile built to meet 
the highest standards of performance 
and the highest demands of styling 
enthusiasts. 

But this, in effect, was its downfall. 
Americans want their cars decorated 
with chrome; they want gadgets and 
gimmicks to show off to friends and 
relatives. They want features, func
tion'll or not, to talk about. And the 
Continental, handsome as it was, did 

the dream of aspiring vice presidents. 
For one thing, a special frame had 
been designed to carry the 5,000-lb. 
Mark II, in order to offer a 56-in.-high 
silhouette. This chassis, and the fact 
that the Mark II was a two-door hard
top coupe, meant less seating capacity 
inside and more difficulty getting in 
and out. 

NATURE OF THE MARKET 

Second reason behind the Mark II's 
downfall was the nature of market for 
$10,000 automobiles. 

Ford admits that it originally mis
judged its market; at first, the com
pany thought Continental customers 
would come from the big-money class, 
from the coupon-clippers and the men 
with millions in the bank. Instead it 
found that Continental owners came 
from executiv2s in industry, the vice 
presidents who had the income to buy 
yachts, mink coats and $10,000 auto

r

I
 
,I' 

,
 

r
 

cars are booming? Why didn't the 
heavy spenders fight their way into 
Lincoln dealer showrooms, to plunk 
down $10,000 for a Mark II? 

There are six answers to this ques
tion all of which have a major bearing 
on the passing of the Mark II. 

! THE DESIGN FACTOR 
not have them. mobiles. Ford wasted much of its ad

.~ First of all. the design of the car it
\. 

There were other design factors vertising in the first year pitching to 
which kept the Continental from be the wrong market. 

I
I
I 

self ran counter to vital trends in to- coming the millionaire's delight and Contil/ucel 

After an Hagonizing reappraisal/I 
Ford has scrapped Mark II. Now Continental 

may be the top-of-the-line Lincoln 

f
 

Mark II, intended as a pace-setter, 
proved to be out of step. It died this 
spring after a poor sales record. 

CAR LIFE • 
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CONTINENTAL lem of where prestige ends and the world: should a new model be brought 
family budget begins. The man who out every year, whether or not tech· 
buys a $10,000 car presumably can ~ological advances and engineering 
afford to take a loss when he sells it.Another market factor that Ford re Improvements warrarit it? 

searchers misjudged was the difference 
between available money and where it 
is spent. Because a family has $10,000 
to spend on an automobile doesn't 
mean that the family is going to buy a 
luxury car; in fact, fewer Americans 
now buy a high-priced car as a symbol 
of prestige. The symbol of prestige 
today is the ownership of two, three 
and even four cars. 

DOLLARS AND CENTS 
Third reason why the Continental 

didn't become the country's top pres
tige .car can be spelled out in dollars 
and cents. 

Our economy today is a discount 
economy; we are a nation of bargain 
shoppers, of discount seekers, of hag
gl~rs. Even the people who buy items 
WIth $10,000 price tags like to feel 
they're getting their money's worth. 

They were getting it, even at 
$10,000, in the Mark II. The trouble 
was, other buyers were getting an even 
better buy on the Continental-be
cause dealers were discounting the car 
left and right. Probably one third of 
all Continental buyers in the U. S. 
paid substantially less than the $10,
000 list price! 

When Ford launched the Mark II 
it allowed some 650 Lincoln dealer~ 
to handle the car. Many of these really 
wanted to sell it; but many simply 
wanted the chance to have one on the 
showroom floor as a traffic builder and 
to have the Continental sign outside. 

Many dealers took the car without 
having a customer. When it came time 
to sell it - especially in the smaller 
cities, where $10,000 is often more 
than a man sees in a decade-the job 
was not easy. So ;he dealers did the 
on~y thing left: they discounted. They 
paId Ford only about $7,500 for the 
car, so they sold it for $8,000-and 
?ften added insult to injury by selling 
It to a used car lot. 

A car intended to be a prestige item 
loses much of its glitter when a buyer 
who paid the full price finds a neigh
bor got 25% off. 

The service problem also discour
aged Continental owners. Dealers had 
to stock parts, equipment, tools and 
other Items to service the Continental 
in order to get the opportunity to han
dle the car. But with sales of the Mark 
II falling off, dealers often failed to 
give a Continental owner the service 
he needed-or at least, with a $10,000 
car, felt he was entitled to. 

WHAT PRICE PRESTIGE? 

Fourth reason behind the Conti
nental'~ fall from stardom is the prob-

But when he gets together with the 
boys at the nineteenth hole and has to 
admit that his $10,000 Continental 
was worth only $6,000 at resale, it 
hurts - Especially when the Cadillac 
owner is there to boast about the high 
resale value of his Fleetwood. 

Cadillac has always offered its 
owners this economic rationale: the 
Cadillac trade-in value has always 
been high, and General Motors has not 
failed to proclaim this factor loudly. 
~ecause new Continentals were being 
dIscounted, the price of used Conti· 
nentals was driven even lower. 

And in the automobile industry, 
where word-of-mouth advertising can 
often make or break, one beefing Con
tinental owner who takes a $4,000 loss 
on selling his Continental can dis
courage countless numbers of prospec
tive customers. 

COMPETITION 
Fifth reason for Continental's down

hill slide is competition. 
Ford's major reason for introducing 

the Continental Mark II was to try to 
collect for itself some of the prestige 
which General Motors has always en
joyed with the Cadillac. The Cadillac 
alone would have been formidable op
p.osition, but when Chrysler Corpora
tion came along with its '57 Imperial, 
the strugele was just too much. 

The '56 Imperial was a good-looking 
car, but eyes really popped when the 
'57 model came out. It has all the gim
micks and gadgets, the chrome and the 
flashy fins Americans like and that the 
Continental resisted. The Imperial 
sold-and is selling-faster than Chrys
ler c~n make it. There's no way of 
knowmg how many prospective Con
tinental buyers settled on an Imperial 
lI1stead, but from the way Imperial 
sales are skyrocketing, there must have 
been many. 

Another competitive factor was the 
introduction of the Cadillac Eldorado 
Brough3m. At $13,500, it took away 
any prestige Continental might have 
enjoyed in being America's highest
pnced car. Although sales of the 
Brou.gh,am Cadillac are low (produc
tIOn IS mtentionally held down) there 
are still enough on the road t~ whet 
the appetite of a luxury car customer 
--sufficiently, perhaps, to cause him to 
forego a Continental and wait until he 
can get delivery of his Eldorado 
Brougham. 

A NEW MODEL EVERY YEAR? 
Final reason for the paising of the 

Mark II is one which is df'bated every 
day in automotive circle, around the 

When the Mark II carne out it was 
intended to last without any ~otable 
changes for at least three years. In 
fact, the only important changes in the 
Mark II last fall were more a corn· 
promise to Detroit's marketing tradi
tion than anything else. They consisted 
mainly of an increase in compression 
ratio, an improved torque converter, a 
new carburetor and a new paper air 
cleaner. 

Big question here is whether a car 
can survive the rigors of the U. S. auto
mobile market without a major styling 
change every fall-or at least the com
promise of a marked face lifting. Ford 
originally felt that the Continental 
could survive; the fact that the Conti
nental Mark III most likely will be a 
model of the Lincoln line this fall and 
will probably undergo the ~ame 
changes every fal! that the rest of the 
Lincoln line undergoes, is evidence 
that Ford may have decided it was 
wrong originally. 

THE NEW MARK III 
When the new Lincoln Continental 

Mark III comes out this fall, it will 
probably, as Lincoln general manager 
Ben D. Mills claims, "carryon the fine 
tradition of distinctive character and 
good taste that was established by 
earlier Continentals." 

While little is known about the car 
itself, a few facts have leaked out. 

For one thing, the price will prob
ably corne down to between $7,500 
and $8,000; with accessories, it will 
range up to just about $9,000 fully 
equipped. 

For another, the Mark III will prob
ably have many of the features which 
are common to contemporary cars: 
tail fins, dual headlights, perhaps tor· 
sion bar suspension and fuel injection. 

There is also a chance that the Mark 
III may also feature unit construction. 
In fact, if the rumor is true, the Vfhole 
1958 Lincoln line may appear with 
unit construction. 

Perhaps the most ironic develop
ment of the whole Continental Mark 
II episode is one statement in the news 
release from Ford: "Only a limited 
number of the virtually custom-built 
cars are left in dealers' hands to meet 
an anticipated increase in demand re
sulting from the model change." 

In other words, Ford has succeeded 
in making the Continental Mark II one 
of the most sought-after cars in the 
U. S., even with a price tag of $10,000. 
And it achieved this goal of popularity 
and prestige for the Continental by 
one simple step: it stopped making 
them. • 
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The following comments were a part of Floyd Clymer's 1956 COIII'nental Mark II road test that appeared in Popular Mechanics 
magazi""" 

WHIIT IS IT LIKE TO OWN A $10,000 CllR? 
So outstanding it's annoying 

"So outstanding that everyone stares. People are constantly trying to 
catch up ~nd pass to get a look. That is sometimes annoying." 

NEW YORK SALESMAN

Thrill like very lirst car 
"I feel like I never had a car before. It's the same thrill I got 

from my very first car and I've been driving since 1930." 
CALIFORNIA HOUSEWIFE 

IIlways stylish 
"I like the undated aspect. It's a car that will always be in style 
because of good basic design." 

NEW JERSEY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Think it's loreign 
"Fabulous beyond words. Many people do not know what make it is. 
Most think it is foreign made. We just love it." 

MONTANA RESTAURANT OWNER 

Requires agility 

"A man has to be old to be able to buy one and young to be able to 
get in and out of it." 

FLORIOA RETIRED OWNER 

Everything average but price 

"Hardly think anyone would buy this car except for prestige. It's 
hard to get into. Uncomfortable in the back seat. No particular speed. 
Everything very average except price." 

ARKANSAS EXECUTIVE 

By Owners 01 the Mark II 

RATHER THAN having the feeling of could find. A Rolls-Rovce with a little more "I order"d the car ai I' conditioned. When 
riding, you experience a floating sen style, a little more zij;, a little less stodgy. delivpr('d. ther€' was no air conditioning on 

sation. It is absolutely the dream car of I am just satisfying a 40-year desire for it. I was told by the dealer (I am sure 
today." That's what a Texas oil operator the best."-New York retired owner. h(' did lIot \cliO\\' any helter) that ail' con
savs about his Continental Mark II. ditioning would be added later. I have since"Ash tray for driver hard to use because 

Ie'arned (and so has the dealer) that carsAnd his lyrical description of the ride is steerillg wht'd too close to door."-Missis that \\'("'€' not delivered with air conditionsimilar to that of other owners. Riding sippi pllysician.
comfort is, in fact, the top·ranking best ing could not be air conditioned under fac"Brakps grab unevenly when hot and 
liked feature, with 40.6 percent of the Con tory s[)('('ifications. There are differences in

fa?,€':'-New Jersey iJ;,dustrialist. the ),()(h' for nir-conditioned models."''''''Iltal owners who filled in our question Doors too mass",-e. -Iowa store own"r. 
Tcnness;""p exC'cuti\"l?:. ,,,,,res listing it. The questionnaires were "Paint is beautiful (mine is black) but re

""'nt to 750 owners-about half of all Conli  "My answers to questions are on thequires much care and cnn be washed only
nental owners when the sUI'vey was m"de. by trained people."-Oklahoma housewife.	 spcond of two Mark lIs I hnve had. The 

fIrst. b('illg a complete 'lemon' in all re"Quiet. Just floats down th<: highway:' "Car is chauffeur-driven and washed. 
speds was replaced by the dealer. which-Indiana investor.	 Paint is soft and difficult to wash without 
I consider all outstanding and unusual"Feeling of gliding instead of rolling." streakillg."-Ohio housewife. 
sel'\·ice.'·-Virginia financier.New York artist.	 "Paint job waS so poor the dealer re

"I have just returned from a seven-day pnillted it:'- Nevada club owner. And fInally hcre are the finest testimo
3000-rnile trip through New Mexico and "Tircs are not top quality one would ex nials filly car can get.: 
Colorado, a trip I have made many times in p€'c! on this price car."-Wisconsin retired ."I like this car so well, I bought another 
other high-price cars. This trip in my Mark owner. two months later. Driving this car spoils 
II was the most comfortable I have ever you [or any other makc."-Illinois im'entor."Lack of springing ill center of seats 
made."-Texas furniture manufacturer. makes a third passenger, front or rear, un AltllOugh 32 percent of the owners say 

Mark II owners do like their cars. But, comfortable. Strictly a four-pnssenger (or that nothing should be changed in the Mat·k 
you may be saying, they should' After all, less) car."-California physician. II, there are others who have some suggt'S
the car does cost $10.000 and [or that money "Carpet too thick. Difficult to keep tions for modifIcations: 
it should be good. The owners agree. clean."-Louisiana oil operator. "Make a short-coupled four-door model." 

"It's a lot oE automobile, but it's a lot o[ "Back of right front seat hits dash when -New York hankel'. 
dough. Even with hand assembly, a lot of seat is forward. "-California physician. "Trunk should be' eight inches longel·." 
minor annoying adj ustments are nec "Don't like imitation spoke wheel disks -Wisconsin bl1~illessnlan. 

essary,"-Illinois engineer. instead of actual spoke wheels. Very cheap "It isn't easy for elderly persons to get 
"An outstanding car, but there is a ques for a $10.000 car."-Maryland inventor. in and out. Should have model designed for 

tion whethe,' it is worth $10,000 if perform "Turn-signal indicator lights on dash middle-nged executives anel town usc. Too 
ance and reliability are to be the criterions. should be larger:'-California lumberman. expensiv~ for nnyone really young enough 
Entirely too much time in the shop having "Our only disappointment is a feeling to enjoy it:'-Alabama rancher. 
small things fixed."-Colorado publisher. that as Continental owners we have not "Rear seat is too crowded."-Michigan 

But such complaints are infrequent. In received personal attention or contact from executive. . 
the survey, the Contin€'ntal comes out the manufacturer. Such personal interest "Take the spare tire out of the trunk. 
very well indeed. Here are some quotations would give us an even greater pride of There isn't enough room for it."-Missouri 
that describe how owners feel about their possession."-California entertainer. executive. 
$10,000 cars: "My chief worry is that newer models of "Would prefer a convertible."-Florida 

"There's the luxurious feeling of driving' the Mark II may have such mechanical in housewife. 
a beautifully engineered and designed novations as fuel injection or air suspen
autOlllobilQ."-Illinois salesman. sion. Mechanically, it is a very ordinary 

"I h:;lVe always wanted the best car I car."-Arizona executive. 

Reprinted from Popular Mechanics, September, 1956 8
3 



The brief and uncertain reign of the 
Mark II as the ultimate in American cars 
has ended. Why did it fail? And from 
its story what can be learned 
about the future of super luxury cars? 

AN INQUEST INTO THE FATE
 
TEH.Y IJlli"tly and, withollt tlu: Ilf'nclit 

\ of ,'ert'lllolI\'.lhe ~ord 1Ilolor (Alm IHill \' 

has buried Ihe ConljnenlaJ illark II. 
What began sO hravely and optimi,q i."d· 
ly Ldore the pllhlir in the fall of 1%4 
has heen ('011 ceded hI' Ford to he a 
projed without hOI)e or future. 

Within thp. Ilext few lIlonths there will 
he, in its plaee, a Lilleoln Continelllal, 
a modified versioll of the 1958 Lincoln, 
according to a 11 reports, Prodllction of 
the Mark II itself ceased last May IS; 
William Clay Ford, who was charged 
with the ta~k of developing the Mark H, 
is now engaged elsewhere; the imposing 
executive offices built especially for the 

Conl;'H'lllal di\'ision art' III'\\" o('<,I,p;,'d I", 
tlw ~~t1sel ,.tafT, \Vilal"\I'! "1,,, r"n1<,in, 
til Ihe ;.!:rilud entlC'il\"or i~ now 11H'k('d ill
(,oJ):=:.pj(,uolJ~I~~ i.nvay ill a t'Ol"Ilt"l" of the 
Lincoln nil'is;on. 10 which IIIf' \lark II 
was as,.. ic:nen in il.,; clo... ing Illonlh.- after 
loss of the separ,lle .Ii, isjon slatu-, 

There seems. strangely enongh, to he 
l'irLnally no mourn;ng IIpon the pa"illg 
of Ihe Mark II. One mav almost eOIl' 
c1nde Ihat it not ollly W,!, unwanted, hill 
unloved. Even the press. which ordinarily 
is .,enlimenlal about Hohle experiments, 
has been Iluite ullmoved by the event. 
However, such is the fmit of the culti· 
vated exclusiveness which attended the 

\"',il'k. ":\,'1\ r",all\ locb)' 11111,1 (11'1'/('11<1 

to [II' dt'lIJ()('rali,'. 

Y('I '''lilt' -ort IIf illcllllrl' Ill' i11'1 11f'.-t 
inlo IIII' dC'llli,e "f IIII' COlllin"ntal j" 

illdic·all'd. Thl' Fllrd \Illior COlllpaIJ'. 
like all Delroil l'OJllpall;rs, i, lI11d"r· 
,-Ialld"hl) rl'l"dalll 10 c'all allc'nlioll to 
olle of ils fail"re.". So il nlll,-1 he left In 
ollwrs 10 ('xallli,ll' Ihe "irl'll/ll-lallc·e.
sllrIollndinl! the birlh. lif,' and dt'alh of 
Ihe 1'Ylark 11. if for no olher rea,cIII Ihall 
lo arrh'e at a ft"w COIlC\ll~i()l1~ reg<;rding 
Ihe f"lure of the 'lllH'r·luxury car in 
America. 

One fart is immediately apparellt
ml/rder can he ruled oul as Ihe cause of 
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THE CONTINENTAL ~1APK II RESTORERS GUIDE CRIPPLING BLOW to Continental success 

OF THE MARK II
 
death. During the Continental's exist· 
elll'e. at least until the end was certain, 
no important competition appeared in 
its class. Indeed. from Detroit auto 
makers there was no <:ompet ition at all. 
sinee the Cadillac Eldorado BnHlgham 
did not formally arrive nntil just a few 
months prior to halting the Mark II. 
And what foreign cOlIlpetition tll,,,'e was 
could never be considered as a threat to 
the domestic prod net. For su<:h <:ars as 
the Bentley and the Mercedes and the 
Rolls-Royce were not imported in qnan
tities sufficient to affect the Continental's 
sales. And, even if tlley were, the adver
tising hehind the import is 1Iot enough 

September, 1957 

to offset even the feeblest of Detroit's 
efforts. 

It is obvious, then. that the Continen· 
tal was not driven out of the market by 
other products of its equivalent type and 
in its same price class. The reasous 
must he found elsewhere. 

What about the car itself? Was it such 
au inferior product that it cOllld 1I0t 
compete eveu with other cars that were 
cheaper! Surprisiligly, at Jeast a partial 
answer lies here. 

The idea for the Continental 1\.fark IT 
was magnificent ill concept and purpose. 
Ford deserves credit for this, at least. 
The car was a valiant attempt to pro. 

was the fact that much of ils styling tlvIn. 
der was stolen by the T·Bird, which not 
only appeared before the ~Iark Il did, but 
offered virtually as lIIuch prestige, and a lot 
Illore infonuality, al Jess than half the price. 

duce the first supreme quality vehicle 
seen in America since the end of the 
classic era (circa 19/-1,0). As Ford in
tended it to he, the Mark II was to be 
better made, smoother and quieter, more 
durable and more practical than any of 
its older, dearly regarded ancestors ever 
presumed to be. Naturally, distinctive 
styling was essential. 

One of the foremost authorities on the 
pre-war Lin('oln Continental called it, 
in private, a "good looking tin can." But 
if the earlier car did lack excejJtional 
quality, at least it did very well with its 
appearance. The new Continental was 
intended not only to carryon this repu
tation for design. but to add to it unsur·. 
passed quality. Unfortunately, it did 
neither of these to the degree required. 

By ordinary standards, there was 
nothing wrong with the Continental. But 
it was not offered as an ordinary car. It 
cost twice as 1II1ICh and, therefore, it 
was expected to he twice as good. The 
excellence of today's less expensive 
vehides undermined this premise from 
t he very start. If the makers of the Con· 
tinental has sul)stituted some other kind 
of appeal, the story might have been 
different. But they didn't. 

The styling is an important point. A 
hasic error here, which hindsight now 
makes clear, was the use of the past as 
a start. Everyone apparently was too 
conscious of the earlier 'Lincoln Con· 
tinental and not sufficiently impressed 
with the current taste of the domestic 
luxury market. The origiual Continental 
was designed without significant refer, 
ence to then.prevailing styles and fash
ions' if the new Continental had heen 
nca;ed wil h ~illlilar freedom, it might 
have capt ured the imagination of buyers 
as the first one did. 

So the Mark II came into heing aus
tere, conservative, formal. It' was un
quest ionahly correct, but unfortunately 
unspectacular. The engineering was as 
solid as it could be, hut the prohibi. 
tion against technical advances and 
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NEW SlJPEI{ LliXrRY CAns are 1111' Eldorado Brougham laho\(" and II,,~ hyhricilialian· 
/I",.'ri"all III'Iwrial. "ach of "hich i, I'ricpd (1'0111 'i'2.000 10 $:'1.000 11]111',· Ihall Ill/' \Iark II 
in ii' hcyday. There·.- 110 clear rea,OIl wi" a markel can'l hl' developed (or car.- ill Ihi- .. la". 

,. 
I 

.,Ieler gimlllick>- Illadl' il llnlor;.:i'al,h 
dllii. :\11)0111' who PH)" jj;jO.OOO jlH ha, 
10 11Hye "lI11elhing 10 lalk ahollt 10 .ill"· 
till' the co"t. 

The item whieh WH- ;lIlenoed '0 '1Ih· 
,Iilule for more glamo"rou" atlraclion' 
IVa" "heer '1ualill'. The a"'f'mhIY line lI'a" 
'"~ arranged that an) d,'ficiellcie" in the 
car eOllld he eliminalpd I,y Ihe ''''1".'n· 
"ivf'. ~low hand lahor a"ailahle in Ihe 
planl. Engine" were carelllll" lilled lrolll 
, .. I('ded parI" and ;ndil'idl/(\III' t,',I,'d 
and hench·rlln. In"pe,'lor" w.·rt~ in"II"III"I
I'd to check for '1l1alily. ralher than [or 
economy of manllfaclllre. Tlw in"lrll
menl, in."talled in Ihe 'p/'('ial palH'I were 
all ordered wilho1l1 regard 10 f'Xlwn"l'. 
Illly('r~ had their ..JlOi,·f' (If rur~ and 
"xol;c fabrics and Ill/' he"l leather Ihat 
money "oldd huy. The "mall fill in", 
were made of hra"~ anrl copp"r. ralher 
than of illff'rior metal". 

Hilt it didn'l work 0111 a." planncd. 
Somewhere along Ill/' wav the '1l1alily 
factor, at lea~t to the ne ... e~sary degre .... 

\\i,l'" 10_";'1. For a ci.lr :--0 prit'('(L Ih~'I'f' \\Pl"(' 

1110 llIan~ O\\IH-'f cOlllplainl:' of IIlilllllfal"

litrill" d,'/i,·ien .. i.,.,. '\.- ha, 1H'I'1I poilll"d 
0111 rf"·"I1III". Ih ... hili/dill" IIf a lilllil ..d
prodlll'lilln l" .. hi .. l/, i- 110' tlH' I'Thli'l"" 
thaI D... lroil kllllW' be,l: it- "Ironl'- pili III 
i, Ihe ma"" 1I1I1 ""l. IIfTerillg nlnJ"t' ;(lId 
llIort' ('ar for Jt'~~ Hllllll'Y through {'('tlI1H

mit'- IIhlailH'd ill ,"llIlIW. lIol jll"l a fel\' 
lin it" al hi/lh 1'0'1. . 

Pnha,," til/' Cllnlilll'lIlal mighl Ila' ... 
:"t1rlllol~l1lt'd tlw lilnilatioll"'; of df'~igJl illlfJ 

,·on."lnldion. h'>\I" .. Il'1'. if il had 1""'11 
"rllperll" "old and ",·rl"il'ed. Silll'e Ihe 
ca 1"., a I' I'.:a I t'I id"nt" \I'a " hordeI'I ine. 
ils handlillg lIa" t"l"ili(~al. 

ThPl"f' were deal/'r" who Illok 011 Con
linellial fralll'hi" .." in ar..a" \I' here Ihe 
mark/'I was in"lIf1i .. i·ent. WllI'lI a IIl1il ill 
.-III.. k didn'l mill". di~"lIl1l1ling \Va" rr
"orl ..d III. II didn'l lake 101ll( for Ihe 
wllrd III gel arolll1d ..'\lId el"/'n Ihe well
IlI't'I ... d III"'rr likt~." 10 blla"t of the resale 
I"alllr of his pllrl'ha.,,{·. 

FlJrlIH'r. too Inall~' 1l\'rHT~ rail into ex

a"peraling service "rold"lns. Dealerships 

ill lI11IlHTCllI' in .... lillJ(·f· .... "d'rt' lJot /'qllippl·d 
10 halldl .. ,·olllplaint-. \\ hat "'a- wor-.,. 
_0 II It' didll', ,,·,'nl 10 I'art·! TIll' 111;111 \\,1," 
Illlfl Idllllk('d dll\\'11 !(J grand did 1101 gd 
till' /',Ira alll'lllion lit' it'll h.,'d I'aid lor. 
Tbi, wa- a pl'rlllalH'lIl blal'k .'1'" lor Ihe 
Mark II. 

Wilhin till, Ford \ll1lor COlll"an)- il
,,('If. 11](' adl"('lI! IIf IllI' Conlin('lItal I'-"n
erat('d lillie ('nlll1l"ia"m. Factorl' "lafT~ 

loday. e"IwC'iallv in IIIf' major "olllpallie". 
a 1'(' 1"IIII1nlf',mindf'd when it ,'0111"" 10 

"a/r". Ollwr di,i"ion."· ,'ol1ld allli,·i"al .. 
few dired b"'lI'fil.' 10 IIH'ir own prodllt"I.'. 
TIIf'~ llIa~ ha\4' IWPrJ \\'rf)lI~ 111 IlJt'ir 
IlJinkillg. hilt Ib.II \\"H .... the g:1~1J('J'id Ht· 

lill"J,-, II '" ._aid Ihal Hl'lIl"1 Fltl"d " 
hilll".. /f wa." nll\ l,arli"lIlarll" ill""i,.,·d 
hI" Ih,' \lark 1/ afl"r il Iwgan 10 la"f'
,,""'''I' and .\ i,·ld ..d 1111'" 10 pre"""r/' lrom 
IIllwr" 10 la"n,·h IllI' "'111",.". 

:\illr did tilt' ladol"l .. ,ploil ii, 'Ol,,'r 
l"xlI!"\" l'ar ·ill a Way Iw"l l'alt-lIlall·d 10 
""'I"T d.'III;1I111. ,\II lilt' prolllol iOIl. il i" 
1101\' appart'lll. /lIT"r"d lilt' \Iar" II \I illi
0\11 a \;did III' C'olll)wliing n'i.[:-'OI1 10 huy 
il lor '''1:11 il kid 10 /l1It-1'. 

E\f'1I llw clllhll..:li.I:---I .... (I h:('~' group ill 
pslaldi-Ilill~ Ihe "l'llt'ri!lrill" /If aliI lit'''' 
car. Wt'l'(' Hoi a ppr(lal·hf~d. f'\"(~n IlJoll~1t 

il W", 1""1" 1\'''0 "ad dOli,' I"., III ·-1 
10 111"1.,,· IllI' I'arlier l.il1<"olll COlllill"lll,,1 
a If'~('nd_ ;\ nel it i~ a ilion' It I" I,·....... al'· 

""I'I,'d fa"l I"al lilt' lIoll-1'IIIIII"ia,,1 '" 
illlhll'lI"l'd IIllil11al.,11" III lilt' "1111111';"'1. 

Ford t'\l·rllli\f'.>-:. (\('I"f1rdill:! 111 a !"t'n' II I 
"lllIh' hI" F/lrllll1<" \I".,."/inl'. l11ad., " It'I'y 
rt"t1i',li,: ;'1'prai,,;J! /II lilt' poll'lIlial l11ar
1.,1'1 '''1<"11 IllI'\ O!\.'d IllI' id .." "I a ""1\' 
COlllillf'lIli1L TIl('~ Wf'!'f' tH'l'llnllt' ill (, ....Ii· 

Jlli.llill~· Ih(' 1J111I11)f')" flf IHT:--lIll'" 111 Ilw 

ll.~. "il" lilt' killli of il1<"/llIlt' or h,,"k 
I,.dallef' 10 li.l\·i~h 111'011 1:1 ~1'IIC'r.IH\IIf) 

('a r. 
TIlt' origillal plall I\'as ;Iilllt'd :II 1!,1l1l 

COlllilll'lll"l" a It'al'. pr; ... ·d al $X.1I00. 
\\11t'1I "'/lrd'" in It'-I 1l1t'1l I in lilt' progral11 
IOll..lwd $2:i Illillioll. 1101\"'1""1'. 1111'S" fi~

Ilr,'" '\"IT" rt"j"..d IIpwarti 10 2:iOO IIllil' 
;1I11l1lall, "t liiIO.O{)O 1':1..11. TIll' lo!;d ""I", 
for "ppro,inlill .. h III 11'0111"- of r.·t"ililll! 
1111' ,'ar 1'''11 Ilt'ar :).()()O IIl1il' (1Illollicial 
fi :!1I1"l'~ I . 

'1'1 lt' t"t' ""r/' addili"nal harr;"r, 10-111'
,."", 11"'1 \\"rt' 11111 11111) apIIIT,·ialrd. 
'Ill,' flllldalllt'lllal i." Ihl' ,'hallged n"llIrf' 
off IIH' markl'! fol" f'\pel1"iv(' ,·ar". ollt' 
Ihat difkr" frolll lilt' kind Ihal -lIpportl'd 
,"" cla.-"i,· anti olh,'! "llra-pl".,I,,· I"/'
hi,·I,·" of lilt' I'rt'- \\"orld War II p('/;od. 

TIIP "llIpha"i" lod;1I i" oil I,·" fOl"lllal 
li\jn~. HIHI in ("ar ~alp.~ 'lip e\ideIH.. t_~ j~ 1.111 

lIlt' "iele of Ihl~ 'I'0rli"r f1al"or III ma
("h;I1/'1"'. Thi,. of "0"1"". ha" 110 dir,'<'! 
rt'lalilll1"hip "'illt ("0'1. All il1l"rt"lil1~ 

,idl·li"hl. allhflllgh il ("a 11 1111t II(' a""/'pled 
'I"ilhlllli 'I"('"liol1. i.- 111I' Irel1e1 IO\l"rd a 
"orl of iI1H·r".. 'Illlldlf'rl". II i" d"111011
"Iraleel. "Ollie 1"('1"'1'1. I,,· IIIl' .,ITorl of 
""JlW w/'"llhy famili.·" III ,11l111 100 llllll'h 
formal di"plal. /\ rt'(",,"1 arli,·I" Oil IliP 
f"JlHHI' I'hilael.·lpllia \l"il1 l.il1.· l1ol"d' 
tiwi the ~'f)lln~('r rt'~idt'llb were dri\,jll;.! 

Ford" al1d 'C1lf'1"l'1I!l-1.'. per"ap" ill the 
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Thunderhird and Curvette categorie;; in 
llIany i,,'lances. The ri,t' of Ihe stalion 
"a [',,"} 1I11l101lbkdly i, Hnollwr manift's
tation, What can be ,aid "f l'hiladelphia 
prol",I,/y applie" eb,~where. 

\1'l<'h more ('oneillsi", is the fairly 
ol"'iollS fad Ihal loday',; car hllycr pre
f('l',-alld "flell '1I"elj,--lu invest in two 
or 1II0n~ cal". :->o"ial sl<tndard, al,,1 the 
ph\'si ..al develop"It'1I1 of III" "grt:"11 helt" 
art: Ih,' ,'ompelljlll!; n:asons, So if a I,"yer 
,'an a!Tord 10 111/\ alld "winlain 111'0 Lin
("oln:--. O{ two Cadillac:--, III" allY Ili;.!:b
pri''!'d "t'hide alon[', with soille other 
"'",' ",pen,il'e ,'ar. il ,ni~.d'i ~uil Itis 
1'(·r:--:;ol1.11 ti.l~l(~ 01' pft':--l igt' lh \\'1'11. or 

1I('I1t'r. lha" OIlC '''1'''1' Itt",,'\, .. ar. 
Il i~ ill Ihi:-: ("llJl1lwlitive :-;l'll~t~--()IH' car 

l'f'rSll~ IIltdliple ('ar o\l'nl-r.,hip-,-tl,at the 
Conlillt'nlal "dlt'n'd, II was ill<'\'itable 
[01' 1'1'0"1'1'1'/' t" make ('xadly s".. h ('Olll· 
pariso". '1'111' \Iark II jhelf. and its Iratl
di ..ap of d"al,'r,ltip inallt'nlioll, jllsl 
dido"t llavf~ lilt· Il('t-e:-::-:ary athatllage=-- t'O 

o\'el'<'Ollle the illhihition' ag"in,' t'xtrava· 
gallt'c. 

Tlrcl'<' were more mlllidalle resi'lalll'e 
poillt,; 10 COllliot'nlal sale'. For some 
(,\I~tnnltT~ it \\ tl:-- Jlol a large ello\l~h 

car. Tllt'v wanled the ('apacill' "f a stand· 
ani Lincoln sedan. or I'o",ihly Ihe gr,~aler 
fOUn} of a ~eH-~II-pa~:-,eng;l:"1' Ijlllo11~iJll'. fr 
Ihe :\lark II Irad II('clI olTned ill a range 
o[ bo,h styles alld "izes. the'e people 
mildll /lot Irave JWl'n 1,,,1. Tltere was a 
gesture at a COlllinental ""J!lverlild,', but 
it neyer got beyolld Ihe prolo\\I'" ,Iagt'. 

It lIlay very well he lhat iu sl,..-II 
lilllill·d produclioll the (""JI,onti .., o[ Ihe 
0lwralioll precludes a variely of lJOdy 
Iype,;. Should Ihi" be so. Ill(' fllillre of 
the super-luxury ..ar is dim, People 
who have IlUJIley ,'xpeu their whi.us to 
be ..a lered 10. 

III Ihis resped. Ihat Illay ht' olle of the 
fador' that lIIade lhe earlin expellsive 
ears lIlore succe"ful ill Iheir lillie, Dur
iug Ihe 1930's for inslall('l." car, ill Ihe 
super bracket olIereri a' lllallY as :iO 
body styles within a single makt" (Cadil
lac duriug llJ3:-l aud 11j]·I, sold ollly 400 
16·cylinder cars anuually. 11111 buyers 
could choose from lIIore thao 20 bodie,;,
or ... ollld pllr<:hll'-e a \'ha"sis and have a 
custOIll huilder ... reale sOlllelhing 1'''111

pletely exdusive.) 
The class of bll}'ers who ('an ulIord u 

car at $10.000 alld up rallges fro'll gam
blers and IImlliulll pn"pedors 10 lhe 
l\forgans. the Vanderhills and Illovie 
sial'S. Their lustes are Us varied us Iheir 
backgrounds. No <lne car ,:ould plea'e 
them all. yet this is approximately what 
the Mark Tf had to do, The aclual 
number ,)f persou, who cun afIord a 
Iruly expellsive car is limited. so slIch 
a car lIIust sell a larger pCITelltage of 
its potential customers Ihan any ollter. 
Even a pO!Htlar Ford or Chevrolet would 
find it difficult to achieve such saturation. 

ft is known now, but 100 late, that 
the average age of a super-luxury car 
huyer, as Ihe ConI inental demon"1 rated. 
is mlleh YOUllger than the 55-year-okl 

Sepfember, 1957 

stock broker who once was regarded in 
Dearborn as Ihe typical prospect. Like as 
Illlt, the real hu)'er is closer 10 4,0, oflen 
well under Ihat, hut is engaged in ac
tivities to whieh tile cost of such a car 
may he charged as a business expense, 
If his income tax will not allow Ihis, at 
lea,;! he likes car, \Veil enuugll ami IS 

prepared III undertake tIle ltnrden to 
satisfy his incJillalion. 

A couple o[ additional hllfllens were 
supplied II)' III(' Ford 1\1010r COlllllany 
JISt·If. Olle of the first of Ihese was in 
allowillg Ihe T-llird to sleal ;;OIl1e of the 
Continental', styling Ihllnder 100 earlv. 
The rt·",'nlhhln'T of the eheaper ear 10 
the more expensil'c one wa" 100 elo,e to 
lIe pl'\Jfitahle for the COlltillt'nlal divi· 
sion--allhough not for the Ford c1ivi,ioll, 
The se':ond faclory-supplied lHlrden was 
ill forming Ill<: Cont inental divi,illn. wllieh 
pluccd an extra linalll.:ial load on the 
lilliited-'a Ie prod Ill'!. 

From the [orlollP" of Ihe Mark IT, some 
<:()ll("lll:-,iol1~ ran lit" drawn re~al'dillg the 
future uf lite sUJ ... r luxury car. Tilt'}' nll/'-t 
extelHI inlo tile an'na of pure spec"lalion. 
of course, bul Ihi, much is indit'akd: 
Ihe fate of the Ford projecl does not 
necessarily Illean a similar one for ('Olll

para hie \'('ntur...s. 
Cadillac now ha" its nt'W Eldorado 

Broughmn, whi\'" ('.:trrie~ a pri(Oe lag of 
sOllie $3,000 Illore titan the i\lark II.' 
Chr~'sler i, in the proCt'SS of imporling 
"I"H'I 50 'IH't'ial-lllldied lmperials [rom 
Italy. whi.-ll it i, le"ling at SI2.000. 
::-;Indebaker-l'ackard shortly will he mer
",ltandi"ing Ihe ;\Iel'cede~ line. ~orne of 
wltich real:hes inlo stratospheric prices. 
II is said that even staid HlI1b-RoYl'e is 
making sales gains as the J'('",t11 of a 
modest drive for a biggcr sharc of the 
U.S. luxllry market. 

II Ihe"e dc,·el"IHllenb had happened 
a eon pIe of year" earlier, they wlleeiv
ahly could have helped the IHark II. As 
il was. the car was pioneering. [t stood 
alone willt no olher vebicle to a:;sist il in 
overcoming tlte nalural inertia of a mar· 
ket tlrat had heen dormant for almust 
two decades. 

It is quite evidenl that too much was 
eXl'eeted from the Mark IT in the rela
tively :;hort tillle il was available. The 
designers and 'ellers of the car were not 
allowed any lime to correl'l errors in 
j udgmelll. A little more persistence, plus 
the iUlroduclion of oilier produds in tire 
same class. might have proved surpris
illgly profitable over the long hanl. Ford 
threw ill the 'l'ong;e tou quickly on the 
Continental I.lIlt'e before, then regretted 
its hasty adion. 

TlIe Continental Mark II was not an 
impraeticul car (a;; has been dwrged). 
It did not cost tou lIlucl1- There were 
mistakes: formal styling, conservative en
gineering, separate division stalus, in
wHicient sale~ and service support. Cor
rect these and add some sex appeal and 
the Continental-or any other super.lux
ury car-should be able to make its own 
way.• 
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THE CONTINENTAL t1ARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR MARK II? 
....ASK BUDDY 

Q.	 Can the tail lamp fuel filler hinge be repaired? 
A.	 Yes. It is 11ade of a pot metal and can be heliarc welded. rrhe cost is from $8.00 

to $25.00. These hinges break from lack of lubrication. 'Ihe Mid Atlantic Region 
of L.e.O.C. offers a very poor reproduction of this hinge that requires ITBjor re
working, and is not recommended by Holiciay. (July 17) 1975 it has been reported 
Mid-Atlantic is producing a new and better hinge. 

Q.	 where call we find the package tX'ay material in the back window? 
A.	 fm. exact duplication has not been found, however, the local wallpaper store has 

a material that is very close in a natural color and will have to be dyed to 
your upholstery color. Obtain dye in spray cans from a local paint jobber, Pep 
boys or Standard Bra'1ds Paint. 

Q.	 How do I get the package tray out? 
A.	 The job is qUite simple and the entire operation, including dying, will take a

bout 30 minutes. Remove the garnish mouldings from arourid the window and then 
push the tray back toward the glass and pull it from under the Jeather retainer 
on the back of the rear seat. when you get the tray out, which is made of press
ed wood board, use an upholstery or carpet glue (available at upholstery supply 
houses) adhere the new material to it. Then trim the materiA..l and wrap the edges 
over the tray. For the rear seat speaker- sound to corne through the material, scr
ape the backing and puncture holes in the material. 'Ihen dye to your color. 

Q.	 TWhat call I do about the smell of gas inside the car? 
A.	 This problem is one of the elbo vent tube inside the left quarter panel (rear 

fender) beir~ deteriorated, and allowir~ the gas fumes to reach the passer€er 
compartment. Loosen the carpet rnaterlal irJ3ide the left trunk area and working 
from inside and under the car remove this elbo tube. Any auto parts jobber will 
have this size gas hose in stock. Take yours along to rrBtch it to the new one. 
'Ihis operation will take approximately 20 rrJ.nutes. see INDEX•• 

Q.	 What do I do about gas leaking down on the hot IIDJi'fler? 
A.	 This problem is the "T" vent tube being deteriorated and when the tank is filled 

the overflow runs out the dalnaged hose. This "T" tube is available from FOMOCO for 
about $3.50 and will take about 20 minutes of laying on your back and getting dirt 
in your eyes to install. 'Ihis factory tube is normally good for only a few months 
due to deterioration bu~ it could last several years if you are careful not to 
fill your ta,.'1k to the bri.lil the excess gas won't lay in the tube and rot it. 
Holiday does have a high quality reproduction tube that is slig."'J.tly higher in 
price but should outlast the factory product five to one. See INDEX. 

Q.	 v~t if I still have gas leaking after instaling the new T tube? 
A.	 'Ihere are t,,,o more vent hoses leading from the tank that could be defected. 'Ihese 

are simple to replace and can be had at any auto parts jobber. See INDEX. 

Q.	 My seat motors run but they don't operate the seat. Whats wrong? 
A.	 'Ihis problem can be corrected lilith the new reproduced brass gear that are avail 

able from Holiday. 'Ihe price at this writing is $18.20 each and there are two 
motors in the seat, one for up and down and one for forward and backwards. 'Ihe 
original gem' was nylon and they strip out quite easily. To install, lift the 
front seat bottom out of the car and remo:,:e the defective motor and drive assem
bly from the seat mechanisms. Take the cover off the gee-r housing and replace the 

J. 

J 
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·..ASK BUDDY (CONT.)
 
gear, using new grease (Lubriplate whi.te grease). The entire operation Hill take 
about 40 rninutes for each motor. 

Q.	 Wl::,en I open my doors all the way they hit the fenders and dent them. Also, the
 
doors won't stay open. How can I correct this?
 

A.	 ~~e culprit is the door check strdp being bent or broken. See fig. H- for the
 
correct size and the way it should look. The entire repair will take about two
 
[illd a half hours for each door. Remove the long chrome trim moulding on the low

er door p8.J.'1.el with a flat screwdriver or other ir.strument, being careful not to
 
bend the trim as it is very soft. Remove the screws under the trim. Under the
 
door at t~e bottom of the panel remove the screws there. Remove the door hand

le using a very small flat screwdriver for the set screw and tu.."'l1 the handle
 
cour!ter clock~ise. If it will not turn use a pair of vice grips with rubber pads
 
in the jaws so as not to damage the handle. Vo no.:t lL6 e. .:the. vic.e. gJUp,6 wUhou:t pad

dJ..ng 06 -6ome. fU.ndt Remove the chrome headed screw at the front of the door panel
 
and lift the panel off and down. It is not necess~J to disco~nect the Niring.
 
If you do disconnect the wiring be extremely careful to wire the cigar lighter
 
back correctly. It is very easy to put the hot wire to ground!
 
Remove the lrick pa'1el, the one with the round vent grill, by droping the glove
 
box lid down. To do this, lift the carpet in the bottom of the glove box and re

move the four Phillips head screws that hold the stops in place. When you get
 
the kick panel off, using a pair of needle nose pliers, remove the key clip and
 
pin that holds the check strap, being careful not to drop either or you may have
 
to use a magnet to retrive them. Now just remove the check strap by just pulling
 
it out of the door frame. Note, you will not be able to install it back the same
 
way. You will now notice that the check strap is either bent, worn or broken with
 
the tip of it gone completely. You can drill a 1/8", or so, hole near where the
 
strap is broken, re-insert the strap from iMide. the door frame shell and install
 
a bolt or cotter key to act as a stop, replacing the function of the defective
 
tip. Or you can weld new metal on the end of the strap to replace the broken
 
or worn area and re-install. Be sure to lubricate with grease.
 
On occassions you may find that the rollers that roll on the strap are worn out
 
from lack of lubrication. The best thing now is to locate a used roller assemb

ly for about $5.00, make necessary repairs on the strap itself.
 

Q.	 The headlight doors (rims, bezels, rings) on my car falls off. Where can I get 
clips that hold them? 

A.	 The clips are not available new, and seldom used, until such time that someone 
reproduces them. Make your own fran spring steel. They are held in place with a 
small sheet metal screw which means disassembling the entire headlight assembly 
to gain access, or you can use needle nose pliers to remove the screw and braze 
the new clip in place. 

Q.	 What is a simple way to determine if my generator is charging? 

A.	 Start the engine and disconnect a battery cable. If the engine dies, no charging! 

Q.	 Are the switches for the windows still available, and if not, can they be repaired? 

A.	 I have not been able to locate new switches or a replacement, however I have not.	 ,
found any sWltches yet that could not be repaired. The usual problems are that the 
switch handle is "sloppy" and only will work sometimes, or that the switch will not 
work at all, even thOUgh there is current to it. The "sloppiness" is due to the 
chrome handle becoming disengaged from the plastic switch body inside the housing. 
Not working at all is from a spring that has lost its tension, or corroded contact 
points. The switch is quite simple to disassemble. First, use a screw driver to pry 

continued 
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...ASK BUDDY (CONT.)
 
the switch from its panel, such as the rear switch. Use caution not to cut the 
leather. On the sides of the switch you will notice prongs that hold the body in 
to	 the chrome housing. Disengage this prong from the small hole that it seats in by 
using a sharp instrument such as an ice pick. On the front (drivers side) use a 
stiff wire such as a clothes hanger with a very tiny bend to insert in the hole. 
On	 the back side of the switch where the electrical wires connect there is a small 
screw in the center of the switch. Remove this screw and the switch will come apart. 
The inside will be partly full of dirt and corrosion and hence you will discover 
your problem. Clean ALL your switches as the lack of proper contact (electrical) 
will destroy your motors from lack of proper current. One other thing, mark on a 
piece of paper the proper sequence of the electrical wires you disconnect. 

Q.	 Is there anything in particular to use to clean these switches? 

A.	 Yes. Quite often the switches will be badly rusted to the point that the contact 
points are completely gone and the springs are damaged. If the contact points are 
gone, put a drop of solder in its place and it will work fine. There is a product 
on the market called SOL BRITE. Order from Henry S. Perren, Inc., 330 W. Valley 
Blvd., Alhambra, Calif., 91801 213-576-2101. This product is a mild acid that works 
miracles on all chrome surfaces, especially on wire wheels. It sells for about $8.00 
a gallon and they will ship. Use this on the switches. In some cases, ~ll you have 
to do to clean a switch is to soak the switch in Sol Brite for a few minutes and then 
rinse with clean water and spray silicone in to the switch, without disassembling! 
Be sure to blow all the water out. On a disassembled switch be sure to sand or scrape 
the contact points clean. 

Q.	 My red gas gauge lite stays on when the tank is full. 

A.	 The CVR (constant voltage regulator) is deffective, meaning the very fine copper 
wire inside the switch is burned out. The CVR is located inside the fuse box under 
the hood of the car on the passenger side next to the hood hinge. Remove the fuse 
box cover and on the left side is a small relay with three wires attached. Also, at 
other times, when the CVR is defective the gas gauge will not work, showing an empty 
tank at all times. The CVR is not available at this tille, but if you want to make the 
gauge work, just disconnect the three wires from the CVR, eliminating the CVR altogeth
er, and make the proper connections with the three wires together. 

Q.	 When my air conditioning unit gets hot it shuts off. Whats wrong? 

A.	 The air conditioning relay is inside the fuse box, the only other one besides the CVR. 
The problem can be corrected by tightening the tension on the relay points inside the 
relay. 

Q.	 Are the fJIark II power steering hoses available? 

A.	 From Ford they are not. However, an L.C.O.C. member does reproduce the high pressure 
hose and is exact. Order from HOLIDAY SPECIAL I~ITEREST AUTOS" INC. The price as of 
7-1-75 is $25.00. Also, a 1963 Comet vB high pressure and low pressure hoses will 
work with a little alteration. Order low pressure hoses also from HOLIDAY. 
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...ASK BUDDY (CONT.)
 
Q.	 Where can I buy a gas filler hose, where the gas goes in? 

A.	 They are not available new nor as a reproduction. To improvise, go to your local 
Ford dealer and purchase two hoses, #C8TZ-9047B at $7.90 each and then swing by 
your neighborhood muffler shop for a piece of scrap 2 1/8" exhaust pipe about 3" 
long. Lay these 3 parts down along side your old splitting, rotten, leaking, dirty 
original hose and improvise to your hearts content. After about two hours of work 
(dirty, at that) you'll be happy with your handiwork and will not have to worry 
about that hose for some time to come. RV suppliers have a neopreme hose also. 

Q.	 When I'm speeding down the freeway in my Mark II I find it difficult to watch for 
the "fuzz" as my exterior mirror is all clouded behind the glass. How can I fix 
this? 

A.	 What, the ticket you get for speeding or the mirror? If it is the mirror, care
fully remove the "head" from the body, or base, by unscrewing the round part just 
behind the glass. Be careful you do not lose the very small square pin, spring 
and swilvel that are inside. Take the "head" to any good glass shop and for 
about $3.00 to $6.00 they will instal a new glass. However, this will be clear 
mirror glass and thin like is in the 1957 Mark II. The 1956 Mark II glass is quite 
thick. If you were to want the tinted glass as original find someone that silvers 
glass (see next question) and have them silver a piece of stock tinted glass. 

Q.	 How do I go about replacing the interior mirror glass? 

A.	 Here again, take the mirror head off and take it to a company that silvers mirrors. 
Check the yellow pages for this service. They will then disassemble your mirror 
head and resilver your old glass. They can not replace the glass as it is bevel 
cut and is a special shape. A company in the Los Angeles area is: STAR GLASS AND 
r~IRROR cal'" 149:D VENTIJRA BLVD,,,, SHERfv1AN OAKS", CALIF I'" 213-788-1010 The price
is $5.00 plus 6% tax. If you should ship to them, I would suggest you allow enough 
money for postage and handling. 

Q.	 I have a bad "drain" of current in my car. In just a couple of hours the battery 
goes dead. I just had the car re-upholstered, could there be something wrong 
with what they did? 

A.	 Many times I have experienced this problem with Mark II's that have come into 
the shop. The culprit, more times than not, is that the "hot" wire to the rear 
seat ash tray and lighter is connected direct to ground. Remove the door panel 
by inserting a sharp instrument, such as a screw driver, under the door arm rest 

chrome	 mldg., which is about 2 1/2 feet long. Under this mldg. are four screws 
that must be removed. At the bottom of the panel there are more screws to be 
taken out. At the front of the panel there is one chrome headed screw. Remove 
it and the door handle and the panel will come off. Use a test light or other 
equipment to determine which is the hot wire and connect it direct to the bottom 
of the cigar lighter and the other to ground. The thinner wire is the light. 

Q.	 What is a simple way to determine if there is indeed a short in the wiring? 

A.	 Simple. Remove the fuse for the clock and make sure that everything electrical 
is shut off, such as, are the doors closed? Now disconnect one cable from the 
battery and using a good light bulb (if a test light is not available) touch the 
cable to the ground side of the bulb, while touching the contact tip of the bulb 
to the battery post. If the bulb lights, there is a drain of current. 
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Q.	 The brake hose from the master cylinder down to the frame block leaks fluid. 

Can I replace this with an identical hose? 

A.	 No. An exact replacement has not been found by me. What to use is a replace
ment metal line and fitting assembly put out by Gates # 5-320 that lists 
for about 80¢ and can be had at most any parts .jobber. This will eliminate 
the chaffing that takes place where the hose goes through the metal hold-down 
on the fender apron that causes the ruptured hose condition. 

Q.	 What can I do about the front end of my Mark II sagging? 

A.	 An inexpensive way is by using the spring shimms available at most all auto 
supply houses, or another type shim is one that is placed under the coil 
spring to raise the car. The better was is to invest about $45.00 labor and 
$45.00 parts for two new springs from a 1967 T Bird, or the slab side Lincoln 
springs will work, and a couple of the coils will have to be cut out of the 
T Bird springs. Your local axle and frame man can make the job quite simple. 
Total cost is about $90.00 including front end alignment. 

Q.	 How do I get rid of road shock in the steering gear? Front end is in good shape 
tires balanced. Is some shock in steering typical of these cars? 

A.	 It is, in my opinion, from having driven many Mark II's that this problem is 
not typical. If you are assured that your springs and shocks are in good shape 
and you get this "shock" at all speeds, then suspect your tires. Steel radial 
tires have been known to give this condition. For example: I recently installed 
new fiberglass belted tires on my '57 Mark II and now I have road "shock" and 
rattles immediately after installing these tires. I just put steel radials on 
my '73 Cadillac and now there again I have a fierce road "shock". To tI"j the 
process of elimination, switch tires and wheels with another vehicle that has 
nylon or rayon tires. First however, be sure your front suspension, shocks are 
alright and not too short, and springs are in good condition. Also, check the 
drive shaft insulator. 

Q.	 On acceleration I get a bad thumping from somewhere in the center and under 
the car. 

A.	 This is very typical of a Mark II. This would be the drive shaft insulator. See 
illustration on page 133 group #4938, part #4047139. These deteriorate quite 
rapidly. It has been suggested to fill the cavities in the insulator with a 
butyl rubber to help make it more solid and last longer. However, I have not 
tried this "fiX". When removing and replacing the drive shaft be sure it is 
installed correctly (see Technical Data lfanual) or it will vibrate and you will 
think you are driving on square wheels. 

Q.	 Are there other sources of vibration in the Mark II? 

A.	 Yes, several. One owner, Brad Luse, reports that a mechanic had left the engine 
to transmission loose and as a result the convertor in the trans created a vi
bration, and also damaged the hub in the convertor. 

.'j
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Q.	 How do I get that @*%#%$*+ radio antenna off IT\Y jVT..ark II? Asked by dozens. 

A.	 The removal is not simple but here is the answer: Remove the right rocker panel 
mldg. from the car or at least rem ove half the clips that hold it on. On the 
botton of the rearpart of the fender, on the underside and back side, are two 
1/2" nuts that must be removed. Now, go inside the auto and take off the rirJ1t 
side lr...1ck panel, releasing part of the glove box. Half way up the fender, inside 
the kick panel, is another 1/2" nut that must be taken off. Be careful you don', t 
drop 1t. Outside the auto again, remove the 1/2" bolt from the top rear of the 
fender. Now use very thick tape (or several layers of masking tape) and apply 
this to the edge of the fender and door to avoid scratching the paint. By this 
time you should have been working on the job about an hour. Now, raise up on 
the fender at the rear and pUll out on the rear top. This will releas'e the rear 
of the fender. Use a wedge of sorre sort to hold the fender out so you can "wedge" 
your arm and hand behind the fender. At the bottom of the vacuum antenna there 
is a clamp with a small bolt and nut t hat must be removed, also disconnect the 
vacuum hose at the top and bottom. Now, at the top of the antenna 2 small screws 
hold the antenna lead-in wire, disconnect. Unscrew the chrome bezel and your 
antenna will come through the bottom of the fender. 
Reverse the procedure to install your new anterna. 

Q.	 I want to replace my antenna with an electric one. ~~t can I use? 

A.	 The 1966 Cadillac antenna ~akes a nice installation with same modifications. If 
you wish to use the Cadillac chrome bezel you can by just cutting the antenna hole 
out with a rat tail file to accept the new Dart, and using a shim between the 
antenna and the fender. Or you may wish to use the Mark II chrome cover and bezel 
with just a little modification. This is quite accentable as the antenna goes 
completely out of sight when dawn and it still looks like an original antenna. 
Following is the procedure: 
With your old antenna out, use a hack saw and cut the top 3" or so of the threaded 
part of the Mark II antenna off, to be used in place of the same bolted on part 
of the '66 Cadillac antenna. This nart has three bolts that hold it on to the body 
of the new part (antenna) and at the top is a clarrp. Loosen this clamp and remove 
the upper most part of the antenna (the chrome bezel assembly). Now replace this 
removed part with the part that you cut off the old antenna, using shims to make 
it VERY ti~.,ht. Tightness is very important. If you neglect this you will find out 
the hard way Why it is important. Remove the 3 bolts as mentioned above so you can 
adjust the position of the electric motor between the fender and the firewall. 
~hen you have determined the correct position re-insert the 3 bolts and insert 
the antenna up behind the fender. Install the chrome bezel and can on the ton at 
this time. At the bottom of the antenna is a clamp, as well as one already on the 
fender. Bend these so they will touch and put a spot of weld to hold, or make a 
bracket to tie the two together. Be sure the antenna mast is straight at this tir.1e 
(not crooked with the body). Now pull your old antenna lead-in wire out and replace 
with the new one. Run two wires from the antenna into the passenger comrartlT'ent, 
over the radio to the driver's side. By this time you will have removed the panel 
that holds the antenna and dome 11te switches. Remove the antenna vacuum switch. 
If you are lucky you will have obtained another dome lite svdtch to replace the 
vacuum switch. You will have to drill two new holes to install. Now connect a hot 
lead to the switch as well as the two Nires from the antenna. The switch will not 
go off by itself as it is not spring loaded, but at least by lookinp; at the switch 
installation it will be difficult to tell it is an electric. If you are an amateur 
you should have the installation completed by supper time, without too much loss 
of sanity. 
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Q.	 The control handles on the consol for the air conditioning, heater, etc., don't 
work properly. They won't go completely off. v.'hats \'lrOng? 

A.	 This problem is normally due to a disconnected cable or the cable and housing 
has slipped out of its clamp. To renair is not too easy, especially on the 1956 
model as the bottom of the consol is a closed model. On the 1957 the bottom of 
the consol is open enough so that you can lay a rnirror on the carpet under the 
consol and then youcan look up inside. Use a flashlight. Take a look and see if 
you can determine if any of the clamps have come loose by its one screw. Re-ad
just and tig)1ten the screw. Now, if you have done it properly, it should "lOrk. 

On	 the 1956, good luck! The entire consol will have to corre loose. 

Q.	 Are the I'iT,ark II Technical JVenuals still available? 

A.	 Until recently they weren't, but now Fo:·10Co has reprinted therr:. Order from 
Helm, Inc., 2550 East Grand Blvd., Detroit, Hichigan, 48211. The price is $15.00 
and Helm is the publisher for Ford. 

Q.	 Have you found anyone yet to rebuild the vent and quarter window motors? 

A.	 No. Several companies have tried but they have not been able to do it. Diels 
apparently has found someone as he advertises them for $62.00 exchange. Should 
you try to rebuild them yourself, provided the windings are not burned out, you 
can at least replace the brushes or clean the cOITIrlUtator. Disassemble the motor 
and then drill or punch the four rivits out, this will release the attaching 
plate. To replace, use pop rivits. At the end of the shaft there is a set screw 
that adjusts the shaft through the use of a ball beariTl.g. Do not leave this ad
justment too loose or too tight. 
\-!hen replacing the quarter metor do not attach it too tig-,ht to the mounting 
bracket with the three bolts, or the motor will get into a bind on the full up 
or down position. This will strip the brass gear. HSIA stocks the brass gear. 

Q.	 In the January issue of the CONFAB you gave a breakdown on removing the antenna 
by loosening the fender, and in the February issue Diels says another wa{! is to 
cut it from inside the car. Is there any other way? 

A.	 The answer to this one comes from another member. He says this is an unwise 
method to cut a triangle with an air chisel, as the factory went to a lot of 
pains to assure that that area is well sealed. He says that someone with long 
thin arms can reach the bracket at the bottom of the antenna. This is true, 
but not many people have arms that stretch to their ankles • If you do, then 
loosen the bolt at the top of the fender, loosen the hood and pull it out 
(fender and hood), and then just maybe you can get the antenna out. I'm still 
trying to train mymonkey to do this job. 

Q.	 Is there a spring at the back of the glove box? 

A.	 Yes. See the INDEX for further information. There is a bracket welded to the 
fire wall that the spring attaches to, and then to the lid. 

, 
i 
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Q.	 I recently hadmy instrument cluster out and now the amp meter ~up.;e read back
wards. \-what did I do 1'-TOng? 

A.	 You apparently inserted the electrical body feed wire, the thickest yellow or black 
wire (depending on the serial number) behind the cluster, backwards. If the \v1re 
goes through the retainer clip behind the anrneter the 'flronp; way, it will read 
backwards on the gauge. In other words it will ShO"l a discharge when in fact it 
is charging. 

Q.	 There is a big gap between my lower grill and the front bumper. Is the bumper 
bent or is the grill bent, or what is the problem? 

A.	 You could have both conditions. If you have the burner aliemed nroperly (see INDEX), 
and the gap is still there, take off the center vertical v.rill moulding, including 
the grill Joint cover. Now loosen the two bolts nearest the center of the grill 
surround mouldings (the hockey sticks). The hockey sticY$ should now move dO'fm
wards to close the gap between the grill and the bumoer. Tighten the hockey stick 
bolts in that position. The vertical grill mouldinP-; will probably not seat at the 
bottom on the hockey stick. If not, use a rat tail file and le~hen the holes 
for the vertical grill moulding until the mldg. seats on the bottom. Install the 
grill joint cover without the washers before you install the mldg. Just let the 
bolt head fit into the opening in the hockey sticks. It is not necessary to bolt 
it on to the hockey sticks. Caution•••use gloves when using the file! 

Q.	 How do I change the rear seat speaker? 

A.	 If you have the 1957 type trunk hinges (torsion bars) and air conditioning, I can 
imagine the head scratching you have done trying to figure that one out. 
Loosen the wing nuts on the speaker from the trunk. Now J pull the package tray out 
inside the car. Just over the speaker, break the pressed board away so you can 
lift the speaker out. Install your new speaker by .just laying it in to where the 
old one "'as. I doubt that you can get the wing nuts back on, but that is okay as 
the new speaker will seat firmly. Now, just lay your package tray back in to place. 
It will have a slight bulge, but it will not be noticeable. 

Q.	 I have heat coming into the car all the time and I can't shut it off. 

A.	 Provided it is not the "Little Lady" getting you hot and bothered, check out the 
heater control valves under the hood, at the end of the heater hoses. This is a 
round vacuum operated valve. It could very well be defective if it shows signs of 
rust from leaking water. For more on the valves, see INDEX. Also, there is a temp
erature control valve located inside the left kick panel that is also operated by 
vacuum and the diaphram often goes bad. Remove the kick panel and feel for the 
Phillips head screw that attaches it. Pull it out and remove the control cable and 
the vacuum lines. This one is tricky to remove and replace. Also, see INDEX. 

Q.	 Are there really two sizes of cigar lighters in the rJlark II? 

A.	 Yes. The dash mounted lighter is larger than the two that are in the doors. It is 
about the size of the other dash knobs and is identical to the style of them. 

Q.Are there rubber "bumpers" under the ash tray lids? 

A.	 Yes. There are two rubber bt.UI1Ders under each lid. They are perfectly round and 
very small. and: push into the holes. However, most M.ark lIs. have the bumper that is 
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oblong. As far as can be determined these too are "stock" and not merely "pressed" 
out of shape. 

Q.	 How does the hood ornament attach? 

A.	 With a 3/8ths" nut, rubber gasket, spacer (plate) and a lock washer. See INDEX. 

Q.	 While setting for a period of time my battery goes dead. Does it have a short? 

A.	 There could be a short if it goes dead in ,just a short neriod of time. The clock 
can drain the battery. Also, the hood or trunk lights rr.ay not be going out. They 
are mercury operated. Be sure the lights tilt enough, especially on the hood lif.htS. 
Also, if the seat and window switches are corroded they may be making a very slight 
contact and draining the battery. See INDEX. This will also burn the motors out! 

Q.	 How do I chance the shift indicator light bulb? 

A.	 Loosen the two bolts that hold the steering column and drop it down. Use something 
like a knife and pry out the inspection cover plate on top of the column. 

Q.	 Can I convert to electric windshield wipers? 

A.	 Yes. 1957 Chevrolet motors will work. The hook up is the same. You will have to 
use spacers to ~ount the Dotor or cut the sheet metal body flange frOD the fire 
wall to accommodate, In judgeing competition points will be deducted because your 
vacuum motor can be cleaned and/or repaired to work properly. See INDEX. 

Q.	 Is there a way to make my brake linings operate cooler? 

A.	 Yes. On the backing plate you can drill 1/2" holes, or you can cut into the back
ing plate, toward the front, with a hacksaw about 2" in and bend this metal out 
to make a "baffle" to scoop up the fresh air. I have not heard of anyone havin? 
problems with water from this method. For more on brakes, see INDEX. 

Electrical System 

-  , 
CO.... lCTO" 
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BREAKERIESS ElECTRONIC IGNITION 

This information comes from Bob Davis of Arizona. 
"ELIGHTRONIC" by Essex Automotive Parts, 6233 Concord Ave., Detroit, Michigan 482ll. 
Model No. 45-101 is an excellent ignition for the Mark II. It is widely available. 
lias no moving parts (a timer is fixed to the lobes of the distributor and moves with 
the shaft). Uses a l1g:..ht-erPitting diode, which is preferable to the induction coils 
used in many other systems. Easy installation with no modification for the 1957 
distributor, very slight modification for the 1956 distributor. 
1957 - remove the points and condenser and wire to coil. Slin the timer over the 
distributor lobes. Install the light device in the same location as the points using 
the same mounting holes and screws. Attach the control box to the firewall or some 
convenient location, hook up the wiring harness. Open the spark plugs to .040". This 
will not break down at high load (hif!'p manifold pressure). With a large oil-filled 
super coil by Accel, the points can be opened more than .040". Check the timing. 
Follow their instructions for installation carefully because the sequence is impor
tant, but it is notcoIIIJlicated. 

1956 - Handle the light device carefullv. Put it into oosition and note that the- . 
index hole and the mounting hole near the vacuum advance are correct. The other 
mounting hole is not usable. Mark the location for a new hole, drill, cut threads 
to match the other hole. Follow instructions for the 1957. 

Another t:1m1ng procedure which I believe is more accurate than the light on the 
index mark. 'When the gas tank 1s near empty, fill with 6-8 gallons of that horrible 
regular gas • Drive several miles to get the stuff through the carburetor. Be sure 
the engine is at operating temperature. Advance/retard the timing so that there is 
pinging under load - not much, but defin1tely some ping. Up a slight grade at 35-40 
mph, push down on the pedal, but n9t to the dov.rnshift, and you have a good test. 
When finished, add a fffi'i gallons of premium and drive conservatively until the cheap 
gas is pretty well gone. There should be no ping at all with the premitm1 gp.s and 
your timing is at the optimum. This should net you at least 17 rnpg overall. 

Bob also reports that his late 1957 has five indents in the quarter window frame 
where the verical felt goes. This would be to avoid breaking the glass when in
stalling new felts with rivits or screws. This appears to be a factory ,job, but 
no other Hark II has been noticed '.1ith this feature. 

DECALS 

The f'llD-ATLANI'IC REGION OF L.C.O.C. offers decals for the Mark II. Air cleaner, 
radiator, fuse box and windshield washer bottle decal set is $4.25. Order from 
Bob Petrucelli, 228 Hanover Avenue, Meriden, Connecticut 06450. Check to L.C.O.C. 

CARPETS 

A close carpet material can be had from Sears. It is called LUSTRA 3 and sells for 
about $14.99 a yard. Naragansett also advertises Mark II carpets ready made. 

HEADLAMP DOORS 

The headlaIJl) doors have a small cut-out in the frame that goes towards the bottom 
to act as a water drain. Also, there is a water drain in the headlamp bucket. If 
it gets stopped up with dirt, rust will start. 

91 



~~..... 

, . 
,~., ..,._. '-.-'-_.~ 

,{,~~~' 

,0 

, ,,'. 

1 I 
1 

__. 
'OJ ---" 

i;' 

i 

~ 
rT1 

n 
o 

~
Z rT1 

~ 
r 
3: »~.J:kl-~ ;;0 
;;0;: 

'i:i~i.:i;'~;;)li:.:;\ :;,\:~: ;:f~d~;.i;,: -:::tl 
rT1 

\·f/ (J) 

-f 
o 
;;0 
rT1~/~t,\-" '\ .""'3 , •• ::,~:~~J~;;~~"" :u 
(J) 

Q; us.. ;;;444$ 41"'" (;# # ;w;:: mal""'!!" CJ y? ,:t ;¢¥PJ! 4, 4.. 4"-""""'i5!i!""*,,~:a' : ,u .,i??*9."'4 m. AQ ;.4 y'.,4i Q.,F"""*,, U,U4PAlJQC .,

I' 

, ' 

:J~,! 
i~' 

'.'J. '. 

,':,,. 

'.;, 
;:;": " 

~.~" .;~:2~~t~:~Jl'ii~k"~'&fr~~'1~~\e;" ... ,.... ". 
'h~"- .. ':~$'·.'~#G~O RG.E" F.E"~R .• 

';'}I" 

.J) 

C ..... 
t:j 
fTl 

~ 



-1 ~-

sIDe I.Continental echoes. SIDE II. -l
~o" :rby fT1 

~ ,S n
o 

<SIc GEORGE FEVER e 

o~

~
o~.I' -<.'~ -Z 

/~ c} fT1 
Z

<SI~.Io/ \,0 -l 
,\'(:.e >r

3:1.0 .A .. > 
;0'''-'<SIr ~()\\\"()\() 
A-Oh M -
;J:JOrie ,b..\ooe,'e fT1 
(f) 

-l 
o 
;J:J 
fT1 
;J:JFuniculi-Funicula 

Sur Ie pont d'Avignon (f) 

on
c::
t:l 
f'T'lA.utumn 

Leoves /Feui/l 
c.\edeft"C\OOS-ron,os\e 

S'fOOSS~ \ 
......:,0 

Sl es Mortes/c.. :-.,e "',\ ro 
uss:0'<'- ~o G' 

(p~ (/s :Y'oSy 8
 
(P~ ~~. ~ Oro,.,
 

, 
0(;:-" v" V

Olse~o.....:x> /0
O~e~ ~~ 

%So 
~ 
~ 

.;> 
When the decision had to be made about the musical background for the presentation of the new Con

tinental the choice fell unanimously on George Feyer. After having been one of Europe's best known enter
tainers he came to this country in 1951 and captivated his new audience just as he did the old one. About two 
years ago he launched a series of records called "Echoes of Paris", "Vienna", etc., which are leading the 
field of popular piano .albums. He plays in an unaffectedly simple manner which blends skilfully European 
tradition with the best of American music. 

.0 The present record con.tain~ selections of George Feyer's best arrangements. This record is not and will 
.0 

not be on sale but is presented to you \With the compliments of the Continental Division, Ford Motor Company. 
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16606 8-8186 

'56 ~~k II used bumper gards on the front upper and lower in the states where it 
was sold that had a front license plate. It is reported that Naragansett Restora
tion has a repro of the guards. If you are unable to obtain replacement gards it 
is acceptable to weld the holes and rechrome the bumpers. 
All 1957 r1ark II's had front bumper guards. 

42208 

13404 "<:"""-18: 

42430 

16600 

50202 

5202 

(CONTINENTAL MARK n I 
EXTERIOR MOULDINGS - FRONT and REAR VIEW 

100 



Group #03199, part #40497158 is still available new from FoMoCo. Prlce as of June 1975 is $20.15.
 
Group #51222-3, part #1000206 is available as a reproduced part from Holiday. As far as can be determined,
 
it was not glued in. However, all replacements should be glued in. Price as of 6/75 is $7.00 each.
 

The left side vertical windshield weatherstrip, part #40497159, for the left side became obsolete June 1975.
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02043 

11956-571 

50202 

jCONTlNENTAL MARK]I I 11239
 
.,j 

NOTE -SYMBOLS APPEARING ABOVE ARE 

IN TEXT FOR IDENTIFICATION ONLY 

SHEET METAL
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In this illustration group #16098 fender emblem is shown to be on the back portion of the fender. In some in
stances, it is reported, there were no emblems used at all, on the very early Mark IIIs.The author has no know
ledge of either. 
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The entire fender assembly isRocker mldg. group #10176 is available new 
painted body color, with the exfrom Holiday. Left &right. Price as of 
ception of an area around theMay 1975 $63.00 each, not shipped. 
air vent opening.
 

Fender ornament #16098 is available
 
16006 L.H.as a fair reproduction from Narra

blackgansett for about $15.00 each,
 
The location of the emblem is:
 
3 3/8th inches from the edge of
 
the wheel opening and 3 1/8th
 
inches from the top of the
 Two 1/2"rocker moulding,
 
No Mark II ever left the factory
 .--Rubber mud shield rivitwithout fender emblems. '01946~ ed to the fender.At least one photo of a prototype
 
shows a Mark II without emblems
 painted body --.
 
and also with the emblem to the
 
rear, near the door, on another "-.671 r9lor
 

photo. Functional air vents on the '~ . 1i/1--,12866
 

sides of the fenders were a pet of 4-- painted black 
John Reinhart, chief stylist. They were dropped 

8340 • /'Y/''j" ,/'
because of ~ 160~5 R.H.
 
expense.
 

~. 8104 

Attaching 
bolt ..... 

~1Ofrited black 

3/8" 

'REfER TO BODY SECTION3 1/8" ~. *1017616098 --..:'4' 
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When lookin~ strai~ht on a front bumper 
assemblY, the brackets protrude 
from the bottom s Ii~ht IY. 17759 

17754 

350634-5--.........,9 17996 R.H.
 
UPPER
 

d ~-- 354399-5 
_-- 44742-5 
---17764 

====-- 17759 

17802~7-5 
LOWER 

The back sides of al I 
Mark II bumpers are paint
ed semi ~Ioss black. The 
brackets, supports and"117~C;::""/~" ~,~~·~~~'724_~ license brackets are13597~ ,,~34811-5LOWER· 

\~_ 34811-5 painted black./ ' 33850-5 
~-33850-517997 -L.H./ 33795-5 

LOWER ICONTINENTAL MARK nI 
Bumper ~uards were used 
on al I 1957 models. See INDEX FRONT BlIl\fPER 

The exhaust tips protrude 
more on the bottom than at 
the toP.r-350634-5 

17862 UPPER 

17862 LOWER 

L'
 ICONTINENTAL MA"RK nl
For proper bumper ali~nment, )
 
see INDEX und or BUMPERS.
 

354399:5 

_____________----....:f:..:..tE:::..:A...:..:R:..::... RUM PER--------------'-------- 
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-Removing Door Lock Cylinder Retainer 

Replacing the door lock cylinder with
out removing the door panel is extrem
ely difficult, but it can be done if 
it is worked at. When removing the re
tainer be careful not to scratch the 
paint. The retainer is not painted. 

DOOR ALIGNMENT 
Before making any adjustments, check the metal 

clearance as shown 
To check the door for misalignment, remove the 

door lock striker plate from the body pillar. 
NOTE: Before removing door lock striker plate, 
apply a grease pencil line around striker plate so that 
striker plate can be properly installed and adjusted. 

i 
I 

-Door Clearance Dimensions 

-Door Adjustments 

If the contour of the door itself does not require 
correction, the door can be aligned by adjustments 
provided at the door hinges. The doors are adjusted 
fore and aft or up and down at the door end of the 
hinge. Elongated holes in the hinges, where they 
attach to the front body pillar, permit in and out 
adjustment of the door 
NOTE: When adjusting the doors, loosen the cap 
screws just enough to maintain a slight drag On the 
cap screws. 

The Continental Mark II incorporates the new 
Safety Door Lock. The rotor latch passes between 
the striker plate and the auxiliary plate and wedges 
securely in that position. The correct amount of 
rotor overlap on striker plate is shown 

Replacement There is a 
strikers vinYl pad ~as
avail ab Ie ket under the 
from HSIA door handle. 

part No. 
4047274 not 
avail abl e• 

. 280 MAX. 

.220 MIN. 

·Door Striker Clearance 
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8-8186 R.H. 

8.8216-fP' 

8340 R. H. 

r 
~... ' 

~~ 

II 

~ 

-painted body 
color 

'~~20324-S 
34805-5 
44720-5 

, 
34940.S~; 

42383.5-1\ 

8-8187 L.H. 

I 
8150·1 ]CONTINENTAL MARK nl 

The center vertical grill bar is still available new as of ~1ay 1975, the other 
four are not. The "hockey stick" or grill surround mldg. is often subject to 
being damaged from the upper bumper gards hitting them as in a collision. 
These can be heliarced and replated. Used these are worth from $45.00 to 
$175.00 each, depending on who is selling them. 

The grills are not available new. The backside and the insides are painted 
silver. 

When instaling new center vertical grill mouldings, be 
the top nut too tight, or it will break at the top. The 
slotted enough where the grill comes to a point. 

sure 
new ones 

not to tighten 
are not 

Fender tie bar, group #8340 and 8341 are painted body color as is the hood 
lock panel. 

16717---
painted body color 

The attaching bolts, flat 
washers and lock washers 
are not painted. 
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The check strap is painted 
body color. This is aUPPER 

WINDOW STOP faueht as it should not be. 

The hinF.e covers and screws 
are painted bodY c010r on 
the car. Remove them and 
the primer shows. They ~hould 

have been painted off the 
car. 

UPPER FINISH PANEL 

/'" '" '" 
'" 

SCREW I , 

See INDEX under DOOR 
for repair procedures. 

Make proper al low
ances for the out
line (undercut>. 
Thickness of two 
nickels. Not avail
new. 

I W 

~ Breakin~ or bend1n~ 
point. 

*See ASK BUDDY ••• 
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lock washers 

16700 

1658 ~:~
_~~~~~:::~:::::=:::::~ 134807.5~ 

44727-5~ 

#16717 is painted body 
color. The attaching bolts, 

The 1956 hood used two under hood lites, 
while the 1957 used one lite. 

, 

¢o 
I 

:~ 44713·5 

I ~~34803.5
I ' .......... 34053·5 

I "'" 34052-5: ~ A ,34802-5 

.!. 

I 
I 

- I 

~1671/~/ 16857L.H. 

Ei=i7.A 3480:LjJ\ '®... ,§;- 5001 2-5 

~t,111 J ~~44727·5
33925-5 16606 ~34807.S 

16929 ~20349-516746 1 
16796 

16856 R.H. 

o 
~ 

The hood hinges are painted black. The hood lock dowl plate is painted black, 76 

52726·5
A replacement hood lir~r for the 1956 
can be ordered from Narragansett Restoration. 
The price as of May 1975 is $75.00 

ICONTINENTAL MARK nl 
The 1956 used a hood liner made of a fire and heat 
resistance material as illustrated. The 1957 used 
only a fibreglass insert in the center of the hood. 
The '56 & 57' hood differed on the underside. The 
metal on the '57 in the indentions on the sides 
were cut out and a sound proofing material is in 
place. The hood liner braces were used both years 
and were installed the same, and are black. 

#16t16850 

16717~ 

The hood lock panel 

not painted.
HOOO 

16606 
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The hood ornament is available as an absolute copy of the original 
with the exception that it is made of better metal. It was reprot'6850 

'> 

~ 
:~ 

.!. 

I
I
I
I
I 

duced at great expense, hence its price of $63.00 . Order from 
HOLIDAY. There is another reproduction on the market but its qual
ity is less, in so far as it is smaller due to the shrinking pro
cess of its casting process and other ir1~egularities. When re
chraning your old one, the edges and points are taken off in the 
polishing process, which is not desired. 

If, after fol lowin~ these instructions 
YOU stil I can not ~et the hood in prop
tr adjustment, then proceed as fol lows: 
Place a bar (or stick) in the front of 
the hood in its widest open position, 
bein~ careful not to hit the tops of the 
fenders with the corners of the hood. 
Loosen the two 1/2 inch bolts that at
tach the hin~e to the cowl brace. Go in
side the car and worki~ throu~h the ~Iove 

box, loosen the two 1/2 inch bolts. Re
move the left side kick panel and loosen 
those bolts. Now, push UP more on the 
hood panel and with the hood in its UP
permost position, ti~hten al I the bolts. 
This should do the job. to ~et the back 
of the hood down. 

HOOD REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION 
The hood IS a one-piece stamping, OfIe,ni!1g tram 

the front and is hinged at cowl. See figure. To 
remove the hood, remove six cap screws that se
cure the two hood hinges to rear hood reinforce
ment. 

The hood hinges have spring tension to counter
balance the weight of hood. To remove hood 
hinge, -remove two bolts and nuts connecting hood 
hinge to cowl and remove tWD nuts from inside the 
vehicle connecting hood hinge to side of cowl. 

The hood lock release handle is operated from 
front of hood, and is located at right center of 
hood. Push handle to right side to release hood. 

HOOD ADJUSTMENTS 
To properly pDsition the hood assembly in the 

opening between the front fenders, cowl, and grille, 
adjustments are provided at the hood hinges, lock 
dowel, and lock plate. 

The hood hinges have elongated holes at the 
hood reinforcement, which permit fore and aft 
movement of the hood. See figure . The hood 
hinges also have elongated holes at the COWl, 
which permit raising or lowering rear of hood. 

Hood Assembly 

Hood Adjustment 
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rI'he decals for the engine comoartment. 1956 are on 
the left side. 1957 0; the right. The 1956 used an 
orange color windshield washer decal and a yellow 
color decal on the air cleaner. 
1957 used a white decal on the washer bottle cap 
and a gold color decal on the air cleaner. The 
radiator decal and the fuse chart decal are the 
same on both years. 

See the INDEX for more on decals and photos on 
the back pages for the location of decals. 

These decals are a club project of the l\tld
Atlantic Reg-,ion of the L.C.O.C. They are not 
available from any other source. 

J-'---eoll 
4I.\-----Rod 

'~,....,~" Dome Nut .... , 

..... '-·Insulator 

'" "'--Pod 

; V~~--- Spow ~,;!V::! 

\~ft~_' Seal 

t-- Head Assembly 

II 
.~

I GOikel 

1. I Screw 

. '. ~ I leod.ln 
, . ~.. Coble 

• ~ I 

, \·f""·" )'
• Nipple 

-.--Cylinder 

j
4 Sc~ew 

j I' 
'u>iJ':_Elhow 

l'~""'''--- PISIon 
'liii;f __ PI u9 
AoA·~ 
~ .___... Valve 

0 ........ .-_Spacer
 

~::::~---SPOCM 
~~~ --Shield Cup :;.. __-----Wo,he r

L A..,.-----'- Suew 

--_._--------_.----~---_.•.. - _._-_._--
Exploded view of vacuum-operated 

antenna. 

I I I
 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE
 

'Ihis die cast metal is subject to :.;.. ,,:,,?~
breaking from lack of lubrication.
 
It can be heliarced for about $12.00. /(t!.:J;~~~\=~~/}' .\
 
Be sure to lubricate 72003.5;--~"----"':':'_..... ~#4046973often. r-#4046982
 
For more information
 
on the tail lamp
 )' rr • #:~bl; Ji'/· '\ ~~e~~~~w~~and hin~e gee Index. 72003-5: " 

#4046925 /, 4046981 ~ "'~:"''<,,",,:"'\,.,_ ~ 

II ~ "'-",:'j ~ 50855·5 ",'. 

R	 #4046983-1''---72( #4046990 #4046921	 '(") 000·5 

BREAKING POINT ((t~ 72003·5k 
"''Ih::--ey-d....o-..:;"b...;;r;,..;e:.;;ak:;.:.:;.."i-n-o-th	 z...-er-..a'(\\\~#40469u -:t-..	 ICONTlNENTAl MARK nl ,.. \ :J -- #4046968	 . areas.	 ,\I ' ..

\~ .~. #4046987 - - --The 1956, earlY, has a stop 
#4046972~1 50502-5 located here. To Re-R this 

72003·5	 TIL lense and B/U lense it 
is often necessary to re
move the tail lamp fromHSIA can weld hinges.

# lisled under 13448 the car because of two 
screws on the bottom. 

REAR LAMP HINGE 

13200
 

31304-5 13208 13211 13465 

A replacement lamp bulb 
socket can be had :f'!"om· 
HSIA 

Diels sells a very poor quality re
production of this lense for $8.00. 
In the near future a perfect copy 
will be available thru Holiday. 

PARKING LAMP 

ICONTINENTAL MARK III 
Gaskets are not available. 
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One method of cheatin~ 

on the windsh1e Id 01116 Ol100 

Ol145installation is for ~ 
the ~Iass shop to ~rind ~ 
the ~Iass so it can be 
done entirely from the 
outside. 

. ~-
\ '~ 

~. 

0]188 ~ ~{COWL RETAINER)'---::::----

Ol,66
 
(TOP RETAINER)
 

WINDSHIELD PARTS 

Windshields are available as a reproduced item from HSIA. See INDEX under WINDSHIELDS.
 
The stainless steel mld~. around the ~Iass can be polished bY most any platin~ shop.
 
The mld~s. are especially bad where the wipers have come down too far and scratched them.
 
The mld~s. are removed and replaced with the ~Iass out, however, it is not impossible to
 
R&R them with ~Iass stil I in (this applies to the top mld~s.) •
 

I..- -A{;4~~~---"'"'-" 

. 
19893 

C02031.9 

0203.. ~0203"9 

~~01'20 
•• REFU TO CHASSIS CATALOGUE ~ 

• R[Fn TO son TRIM SlCTION '\1--)5460].5 

ICONTINENTAL MARK III 

COWL SIDE PANEL ASSEMBLY 

Tbe round air vent ~ril I is painted with flat finish the same as the other interior 
parts.
The earlier seriaJ numbers had kick panels covered with leather, while the later numbers 
covered them with vinYl. See the serial number ~raph. Refer to the INDEX under serial 
numbers. The kick panel coverin~ is the same color as the bottom door panels and the 
dash. 
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GLOVE COMPARTMENT COVER ASS'Y. 

SCREW---.;:sl) 
,-----SUPPORTB.UMPER.:: 

'i--SCREWdfiT5'~ 

CAP SCREW----6 
HINGE ASS'Y.----' 
CAP SCREW----~II/< 

le\\ ..•• >.• _..... 

DOOR CHECK 

Instrument Panel Assembly 

The dashboard is covered with leather and is normally the color of the predominate 
color of the seats. DSO's occasionallY specified extra paddinl:! in dash and also in the 
sunvisors. 
The carpet in the l:!love box matched that of the trunk area and is the same color as al I 
the carpets. See the section on carpets. 

To remove the l:!love box lock assembly, remove the carpet on the bottom of the lid and 
remove two phillips head screws and lift out the lock. The l:!love box key and the trunk 
key are the same. The il:!nition and door locks take the same key. Should YOU need a new 
key made and YOU do not have any keys to dUPlicate, simply remove the l:!love box lock 
and a door lock and take it to anY locksmith and in minutes he will have YOU ne~1 keys. 
To remove door lock, see INDEX under DOOR LOCK. 

The l:!love compartment cover assemblY is not available new and most all Mark lIs are 
missinl:! them. Sometime in the future these wil I be reproduced bY someone. 
HSIA is worki~ on this item currently. 
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SPARKLING CLEAN CHROME DASH KNOBS! Use SOLBRITE, see tech tip elsewhere in m~nual, 

to clean thDse knobs tontw condition. SOLEPITE can also be ordered from HSIA for 
$15.00 a ~aIIDn, plus shippi~. Clean ALL your chrome to new condition with SOLBRlTE! 

The vanity mirror on the ri~ht sunvisor snaps in and out. 

The plastic behind th~ radio is a clear piece with a ~old anodized metal trim as a 
backi~, the same for the plastic behind the headlamp switch. Both pieces availahle 
from HSIA. The ~old anodized trim is not available new, but is as a used item. 

The instrument cluster hood is leather upholstered the same color as the dash. On
 
SPECIAL ORDER the dash could have extra paddi~. Three screws in the top secure hood.
 
"rhe instrument dials are actually more of a black color, and not ~reen, as theY fade
 
out to be. New dial faces can be ordered, for the purist, as a reproduced item from
 
HSIA (HolidaY Special Interest Autos., INC.>. The 1956 speedometer reads 140 while
 
the 1957 reads 120.
 
Information from a LCOC club member says that SNOWS CLOCK SHOP, 4431 Candlewood,
 
Lakewood, California, 90712, telephone 634-7247 will rebuild a Mark II clock.
 

10 8 3 8 ------t~" 

[CONTINENTAL MARK nl 

*NOT SERVICED ·4049791 

9280 

* 
* 

10838 

11580 

"FOR ADDITIONAL INfORMATION REFER TO BODY PARTS CATALOG 

INSTRUMENT PANEL 
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The speaker housing (center consol) is 
painted with a flat finish the same as 
al I the other dash parts. 
The 195~ housin~ was cut out on the bottom 
side and cable adjustments could be made 
here. The 1956 was closed and make ad
justments difficult. 

I'
il 

:,'.:,1.::' 
1

Ii 

19248 

Open on 1957 ~9 
Closed on 1956 ~ 

~a 
f 

18578 
18561ICONTINENTAL MARK III 

It is approximately a four hour 
job to remove the housin~ assembly. 

18519 

18561 

18976 
18963 

SPEAKER HOUSING and HEATER CONTROLS 

18559 
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1J404 

ICONTINENTAL MARK n I 

REAR LAMP
 

13008 13076
 

13007 13037
 

13037 13032 13031
 

13048 

ICONTINENTAL MARK ]II 

HEADLAMP
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13562 

ICONTINENTAL MARK n/ 

13556 

50750·5 

REAR LICENSE LAMP
 

DIRECTIONAL SIGNAL
 

13318 

13305 

\\351~
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BRA.V..E DR!Jr.1S ARE 1\'0 LONGER AVAI~LE NI3'{, H()~IEVER" 1952-1957 LINCOUJS ARE THE SAfvlE. 
THEY CMJ BE MACHINE TURNED UP TO .60 THOUSANDS AND STILL BE QUITE SAFE. 

1102 

1007 

1202 

i 
@~q 

1201 1190 

h'HEELS ARE BODY COLOR (SAME AS THE CAR). ONLY IN A COUPLE OF RARE INSTANCES y./ERE 
THEY PAINTED ANOTHER COLOR" SUCH AS BLACK. 

FHO:\T WHEEL Hl'B and BEAHl:\C 

THE TIRE HOLD-I)..'1WN #1446 IS PAINTED BLACK. 
~nNG NUT Ifl457 IS A BLACK COATED RUBBER. 
ROD is;14Li8 IS SH INY GALVAN IZED METAL. 
'fJHEEL IS BODY COLOR. 

ICONTINENTAL MARK nl 

1446 

SPARE TIRE MOUNTING
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\, 

\ 

354010-5---\ 

" 
. 13305 

" _ \\351252-5 L
f c.J~ 

33796-5 
~ 

14486 

7228 

in clec,r plastic as a reproduction and 
must be painted. Order from HOLIDAY 

ryli'7""ilIr"""'--' -~..~-... ':.i~,: - ELEEEIf5U9lW": 
'-'--~l~ - 

To remove gear shift selector handle, the assembly 
must be disassembled. See Techntca.l !,Tanual, 

Gear shift selector handles are cvailable 
13304 

~ • 33798-5 
<iV--- 34806·5 

~3-3680 
~, ea--3678 

3727 

3-3509
 
11956-571
 If, after changing a steering wheel, 

the wheei hits on the shift indicator, 
l.oosen 2 bolts #35!~OIO-S, interior under 
steering column, and slide the ~ntire 

column toward the engine compa~tment. 

Turn indicator handle can be removed and r9
placed by simply turning counter clock-wise to 
r'emove. 

Interior rubber boot, 
#3512 is painted interior 
color, same as steeringSTEEHI '\C CO!J\l.'\ and HLLATUI PAHT~ 
column and related parts. 

N 
o 

:i:! 
rrl 

n 
0 

~ .... 
:z 
rrl 

~ 
> 
r 
3: 
> 
:::0 

'"
 .... .... 
AI 

IG} 
~ 
0 
::0 
rrl 
:::0 
U) 

:;) 
c .... 
t:l 
rr1 
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RELAYS 

There are eil!ht 
on the interior 
the motors. One 
each- of the six 
dows and two on 
seats. 
RelaY part # 
Current price $ 
Stocked bY /-ISlA 

relays 
for 

for 
win
the 

3655 

[CONTINENTAL MARK nj 

3649 

3650 ) 

353535...5 I , ~ 
~{j"" 

3624 

3626 

STEERIN(; WHEEL and 1I0HN H1I\G 

The steerinl! wheel, ~ear shift handle and interior door handles and si~nal lamp 
lever are al I made of a colored translucent plastic. These are the color of the 
interior, ie, blue, black, ~reen, red, etc. They wil I fade quite badlY, such as 
~reen turnin~ to a blue. 
A reproduction ~ear shift handle is available from HSIA. They are a· clear plastic 
and must be painted to match the others. To instal, simply hammer ~entlY onto the 
lever and then instal the chrome end piece, which also is available as a reproduction. 

The horn rin~ painted area is refinished in a flat finish the same as the column and all 
the under dash panels. 

See preceedin~ pa~e for column adjustment to steerinl! wheel. 

At the present time HolidaY is trYi~ to find someone to rebuild steerinp. wheels. 

These, like the other handles and levers, are a lucite type translucent plastic. 
Needed is somethi~ that will knit the old plastic to a new resin and then coat 
the entire wheel with a translucent colorin~ plastic • 

., 
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f1ark II's equiped with air conditioning 
used a six blade fan. It is painted black. For additional information see INDEX" COOLING &AIR CONDIT
IONING. 
The upper radiator hose can be bought from your 
local parts jobber. The number is CH 281 $4.45 each 

The lower hose number is CH73 $3.95 each 

Note the original type 8100. ~ 
hose clamps. 
There are actually 3 different 8620 

types of hose clamps 
f'II'.ark II 

on the 

Power steering belt 
Belts #8245 
Gates $6.55 

Gates #8228 $5.80 air condo 
~ 

20507-$ 

8287 

-------- 8-8277 

8115 

----16138 Most radiator repair shops8005 
can recore your Mark II with the 

The radiator and frame assembly is same core. However, it is best to 
painted black. recore with a thicker core. 

RADIATOR and RELATED PARTS 

:r! 
1"'1 

n 
o 

~ .... 
z 
~ 
~ 
r 

~ 
:;0 

"
 .... .... 
::u 
1"'1 
(J) 

4 
o 
:;0 
f"T1 
::0 
(.f) 

G') 
c: .... 
t::J 
f"T1 
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The water outlet neck No. 8592 is painted 
en~ine color, a tan-~reen tint metallic 
color. 
It is reported that by, eliminatin~ the 
water bypass tube No.8548 the en~ine 

~~~~i£f---8592	 wi II run coo I er. This has not been veri 
fied bY the author. 

-0 "
"-~,~._..... ' 

8590	 "

34941-S~ 
20326 ~ 8575----------8 

8255~ 

The bypass tube is painted black. 

8556 

\\\TEH C()Y\ECTIO:\~ 

Rebuilt water pumps can be had at 
most auto parts sUPPliers. . 
The water pump is painted en~ine 

color. 

The pulley is painted black. 

8507 

8509 

~--. 

• N S SERVICED IN ASS·Y. ONLY 

'''''TEl{ PLJ\IP 
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f1 
@ 

~~
 

19673 

19692 

19661 

2883 

2909 

2-2900 

To remove the air conditionin~ compressor clutch, loosen the ~eneratoradjustment
 

bracket and remove the belts. Use a 1/2 inch socket and remove the bolt 304683-s.
 
Jar the clutch and it wil I slide off. Work it around the fan and it wil I come out.
 
HSIA stocks the clutch bearin~ No. 2-2888, the price is $10.00. The clutches wil I
 
fail in one or more of four ways. The brushes 2883 part No. B6AZ-2979-A are also
 
stocked bY HSIA for $10.79. The brushes are one problem, the bearin~ another and
 
the clutch faces. As of this writin~ no one has been located to rebuild these.
 
Often times a wire wil I break in the clutch and these are usuallY visible and can
 
be soldered back. A machine shop wil I have to press your new bearin~ in, about five
 
dollars labor.
 
Compressor ~asket sets can stil I be had, but no other parts as of this writin~.
 

Also, no one can be located that can rebuild the compressor.
 
The compressor is painted black with a red metal decal on the toP.
 

The clutch surface (facin~) material is a metal lie fiber material. Unless it is 
completely destroyed. it wil I stil I work to drive the clutch. I have been unable 
thus far to find a sUbstitute material and someone to do the work. Diels advertises 
rebuilt clutches. Whether theY are actually rebuilt. or Just made to work. is 

unknown bY the author. 

AIR CONDITIONER COMPRESSOR 
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Washer bottle decals can be had 
The vacuum motor can be replaced with a from the Mid Atlantic Re~ion of 
two speed electric from a 1957 Ch~et. L.C.f).C.
The switch hook UP is the same and it ~
 

mounts on the firewall the same. us;-j'\
 
a spacer when mountinE:! or cut /~/
 
the bodY flan~e to accommoda~:~~
 
the new motor. Used motors~/;~ ~
 
can be had from the /~>/>
 
wreckin~ yard for
ab0::::7,-;;:::;:,./ 

---.. 
, Wiper motors are 

17580 ··.....·---tw.o speed vacuum. 
17601 ---........ . 

"-- ------.....---..................
 

Wiper arms are not available 
new. With patience your broken 

V'ff.J1LV'---17508 one can be repaired. 

~---17554 

17536 

------"'12297-. 
.".....
 

.:::::......~ /~
 
............ /
 

~'...... I 

::::::::::-....... / ' .
 
..........'::.:j ""'...... " ...•... "',,_. 9-9392 "';. 

The bo It and \\;asher hose f itti~ "", . '" ' ,. //')/~~ 
is a 9/32nd inch. This is important ... "'
to rememt\l:!r as YOU can not see them ".... "" ,/'

",_ II ,,'
~lhen r~movinE:!. It is also critical - I~j:'\ /;"""-'~~.'to put two washers back on otherwise \.' , , 

~~~e~o ~~s:i ~~/~~l~u~~ throUE:!h the ---..........·"., .1=~::.,\
 
The vacuum wiper ~otors can be dis
assembled and cleaned to work like 
new, which is satisfactory. 

WINDSHIEW WIPERS and WASHER 
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The pi astt~ pane:!. l':teJtmd ttte: cil!ar Iif!f'l'te..r 
#10887 ts avatlable as a reproduce~ tt~
 
from HSIA.
 
The same pane I behind: '4047622
 

the headli~ht switch ------~ 
is available new. 

'4047424 ---'-"'fJ'L 

The ~Iove box lid and al I 
under dash panels are 
painted with a flat 
finish 

11654~ 

... 
t.__ ~ 

- .... , ~ 13546 

"
 • '~'13351
.g:- 18863 

:~ 
e~ ~, 10852 

TO PBDVE THE RJ\DIO:
 
REt'DVE THE FOUR SEVEN SIXTEENTH BOLTS AND WASHERS FROM THE BOTTOM REAR QE THE BOX LID.
 
THROUGH THE BOX... AT THE Bl\CK (YOU CAN NOT SEE IT) REfv'OVE THE SPR I NG f.!ffill::l9 BY FEEL.
 
ROOVE THE CARPET IN THE BOTTO'1 OF THE GLOVE BOX BY PULLING UP ON A STPAP TO\'lARDS
 
THE FRONT OF THE BOX... ROOVE THE FOUR PHILLIPS HEAD SCREWS THAT SECURE THE STOPS.
 
DROP THE LID DOWN OUT OF THE WAY.
 
REt'1OVE THE LEFT SIDE... UNDERSIDE DASH PANEL #04320 BY ROOVING THE PHILLIPS HEAD
 
SCR8'iS. LET IT DROP DO~JN OUT OF THE WAY.
 
Now... RELEASE THE 7/16TH NUT Ol'~ EACH SIDE OF THE PADIO HOLDING THE BRACKETS tJL8888 AND
 
fv'OVE THIS BRACKET OUT OF THE WAY.
 
DISCONNECT THE ANTENNA LEAD IN WIRE... SPEAKER ~IIRES ... BLUE LIGHT ~HRE MID THE BLACK
 
"HOT" WIRE FRO~1 THE RADIO. PULL THE KNOBS OFF THE RADIO AND R~,()VE THE N~S BEHIND
 
THE KNOBS WITH NEEDLE NOSE PLIERS •. TRY NOW TO ROOVE THE RADIO. IF IT ~ON T COME
 
OUT THEN YOU ~~ILL HAVE TO REf'.1OVE THE GLOVE BOX SUPPORT THAT ATTACHES TO THE CENTER
 
CONSOLi TAKE THE RADIO FOR REPAIRS TO AtN GOOD RADIO REPAIR SHOP. THE PRICES SHOULD
 
BE UNDER lV/ENTY DOLLARS. REMOVE AND REPLACEMENT TIME IS ABOUT FORTY MINUTES.
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1957 used a transmission cooler as shown, 1956 did not.
 
The condensor is mounted in front of the radiator.
 
It is painted black. 

/311.5 

7870 ~1hSl.':l 

~~ 
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In 1957 this crossrnember was removed to 1ig~ten the frame 
and, the author suspects, to cut costs. 

On the 1956 this area is closed, while 
the 1957 is open. 

.A 5005 

This frame ::!s unique in 
that the passengers sit 
inside the rails. Most 
vehicles the nassengers 
sit outside. 

§TINENTAL MARK nl 
Frame is painted black. 

FHA:\lE ASSY. 
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FRONT SUSPENSION 

WHEEL SPINDLE 

UPPER SUSPENSION ARM 

A broken stablizer bar will cause your 
M~rk II to wander and not corner properly. 

LOWER SUSPENSION ARM 

"'(""1- CAMBER AND CASTER ADJUSTMENT UPPER BAll JOINT 

~/j~('ll':\'---------_---l.. --. :~ LOWER BALL JOINT 

,.J. __ v 
-------------_. 

STEERING CONNECTING LINK 
SPINDLE STEERING 

ARM 
STEERING GEAR ARM 

1':>0 
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~5414 
87913 ·5 

3.3055--G> If your sprin~ is not badlY 
3055-----Q 

3332~ 

collapsed, a rubber spacer 
(see your frame &axle man) 
can be inserted here to 

3105 3058~ 
5310 raise it to 26 1/2 inche 

34033-5 

.... ~ '3130 

'l\~ 
~ r-72035-5 

L34032.5 

THE CONTINENTAL ~1ARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

The rear spri~s can be arched to brin~ it UP to 26 1/2 inches. See your 
frame & axle man. The cost is around $75.00. Or, he can install Helw1~ 

helper slirinl;!s for around $30.00 if YOU don't care that it is not "stock". 

Keep your Mark II suspension 
lubricated! 

~--33883-5
87913-S--

3·3087 

~ ~3.3069 
72054-S I ~ 3332 

3050
354651-S ~ 

~~3-3068 

A~~
 
~-3059
 

357626-S~ 

33846-5-.1 t
 
33800-S 

ICONTINENTAL MARK nJ 3078 

FRONT SllSPENSION 

PCC-35 
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~....--45218·S~ 

FRONT SHXKS FRat"l FQ"'iOCO ARE NO @. moo.s 
LONG=:R AVAILABLE. USE 1962-6LI ~~'--------18177 
OODGE PASSENGER CAR SHOCKS. USE 

.~.--18198 ' 
HEA\~ DUTY lYPE. 

----.:.=-~~ ~:~---.... I ~ -----18031I 
I Monroe number 5020 

\ Gabriel number 452tO 

I 
I 
, ~ 

p----18072 

. -'~34420.S 

18198----~.. 

._-~VV~~~. 
~,~~---:,...,~t--

-----~~:.~~.--

§T1NENTAL MARK III 
FRO~T ~HOCK ABSOHBER 

FOR THE REAR SHOCKS USE 1958 . 
BUICK PASSENGER CAR. EXAf'1PLE FOR 
GABRIEL fN4S006 

*NOT SERVICED 

REAR SHOCK ABSORBER 131 



~ 
-.'-._;;..:.. ::::.--- -::--- -- -~~. . ...._-._

1957 offered ~ POWER-LOC rear end. 

353051.$ ~ 

4222 
120120346.sJ']'" 

34807·5 

4192 

4209
 
4630
 

4628
 
4109
 

4672 4676 

11956-571 PLC-310 

HEAH AXLE 

~ 
f"1 

n 
o 
=i 
>-4 
Z 
JT1 

~ 
r 

~ 
:::tJ 
A 

>-4 
>-4 

::0 
r.l 

~ 
o 
:::tJ 
JT1 
::0 
(J) 

.J' 
C 
H 
d 
JT1 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS r;UIDE 

oRI VE SHAFT & UNIVERSAL JOINTS 

BEARING LOCKNUT 

. ~SlIP SLEEVE SEAL/,---.. ( ~ I SLINGER 

i " @o, 1 LUBRICATION FIniNG ~ i CENTER YOKE ,J 1\(J) ~'Ir .I.~ I FRONT DRIVE SHAFT ASS'Y. 

~~,~ r' i: SLIP SLEEVE WASHER SPIDER ASS'Y. 
: LOCKWASHER ,. l~ V' 1I'i!,"-'-""'_ 

\ BEARING - LU~~~~~ThON TIINSULATOR ~/-
\ BEARING AND RETAINER ASS'Y. "'-- ,'. "U" BOLT 

"" S":::NG ""'''NG , J 'f.:"l." ,"O:l'"" 
i :l2~"AS':,,:~ 

Jl;"-':":;"~\. _---- '", '__ , :~~~';;N~S' --@0 

r/ "", \\' ... "~-:':'~~\ LUBRICATION ------ 

:t; . \, '. '-, '" ',',: _/ FIITING SNAP RING 

);: \ , \ \ '\ '::;>- ~~BEARING ASS'Y.
 

_--J-"~{< .). '~._':':~~-~~~~~\ ~9~,~Ai6d;EAL
 
- jf~~;::~-~-::-~:.,:~::~_ ~,::~1('jrrr:t DRIVE/ REAR 

_,,,-.-' ---~~,,..~ Vi 

COMPANION FLANGE
 
WASHER
 

NUT
 
SPIDER ASS'Y.
 

SPIDER ASS'Y. 

LUBRICATION 
FITTING : 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I- ,/ 

," 
GREASE SEAL ., 

BEARING ASS'Y. ------@ 6l@" 
SNAP RING 

~_ SHAFT ASS'Y. 

~ 

On accelleration a thumpin~ in the bottom of the car is usually the rubber drive 
shaft insulatorbeine worn out. In the illustration above it is the Bearin~ Insul
ator. Part number 4047 139. Price $18.59 and the labor is about $10.00. 

There are three universals in the sYstem and these can be had at ~ost any auto ~arts 

store for a bout $8.00 to $10.00. Example is Wesco 201520 for S8.10. 

When removine and replacin~ a drive shaft be sure YOU mark its location and instal it 
exactlY as YOU pulled it ou t. otherwise it will be out of balance and will vibrate. 

1 3/4 $,=-~_';'-_-_-___- _-_-_-_-_

6~ t 
-_-----~-I *"--------...... FRONT SEAT PATTERN 

MEASU~EMENTS 

( 

( 

16% 
18!;; 

) 

) 

5" 
~ 

1 ( ~ 

18'1 

10% 19" >( 
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REAR SPRINGS CAN BE ARCHED BY YOUR LOCAL FRAME AND AXLE MAN TO BRING THE CAR 
UP TO 26 1/2 inches, MEASURING FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE FENDERS TO THE GROUND. SEE 
CHART PAGE 58. SEE, ALSO, PAGE 130. 

~--- REAR HANGER 

REAR SUSPENSION 
'Q~-----SPRING ASS'Y 

~M---- BUSHING 

"U" BOLT PLATE 

.-- LOCKWASHER 

.---NUT 

-Rear Suspension with Basic Parts 

REAR SUSPENSION DESCRIPTION 

Continental cars are equipped with semi-elliptical 
rear springs, which are mounted with a splay angle 
of I: 15' to the frame. 

The front end of each rear spring is mounted in 
a stationary hanger which is welded to the frame 
cross member reinforcement. The rear end of each 
rear spring is shackled to a hanger which in turn 
is bolted to the frame. 

The spring assemhly is composed of 8 leaves. The 
spring leaves are held together in alignment fore 

and aft by means of the spring center bolt. Four 
spring clips are installed on each rear spring to 
maintain the alignment of the leaves. Plastic and 
paper compound full length liners are installed 
between the upper longer leaves of each spring. 

Each rear spring is attached to the rear axle 
housing with two "U" bolts. The front of the springs 
is mounted to the frame in rubber bushings, while 
the rear of the springs is mounted to a shackle of 
the "U" bolt type with threaded bushings provided 
with fittings. Individual spring leaves are not a 
service item. 
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It:'" There is	 Mark It and is on the ri~ht side.~	 • with pe riser on.....;;~~9453 Lubricat onlY one heat ~raphite. 

-1- . ~ _r. r 354006.'	 natraUf1l! 011 "'~~~ 
5 shaped tail pipes 
are still available 
new. No. 40447744 

...~..:··i.;-i. ". ... ::~-~. "3524~2'~ ~._,.;;. Current price $11.00 
357625-S 9685 '" •. ' :~ I\ 

the 
1963 to 1965 Dodge UP. 
Dart 6 cy1. muffler 
will interchange dlD. 
idas #21.187
 

1 718" in and '2'0
 "1:"~ 
1 31 4" in. out 

23~::~SJ,:'iJ:?~.(J--52S5~	 • ,5251 
~	 e • 357624-5

(I .r--------~ '" ...41-'- 
: : 357624.5 33797-5 

33797-5 

over pipes are still available new. 
No. B6LY 5246B & C Current $33.30 ea 

ICONTINENTAL MARK nl 
357625-5 "'Ii	 1957 did not use the pipe from 
352492·S 7. one side of the exhaust to the 

stee I tUbin~ . \j • 357624-S other. It is a ~ood idea as itStainl ess 15 ; '-5246 
balances the tone of the exhaust&a vail ab Ie from J.C. Whitney.::. [f33798-S ~.-- ~;~;8 S 

8 in 5254	 ",_ ~ives support to the system.The size is 2 1/ • 5265 .~. ~'" 5251 
•	 I 35~624.SHSIA also stocks tubing. 5-5248~'ft ~ 4~; 33~97-S	 !'r1idas has a resonator that \'>1.11 

work) though it is not the can
nister type, it is round. Size~ '\5218 1 3/4 in. #5012 about $15.00. 

EXI!:\ rST SYSTE:\I 

w 
Ul 

~ 
rrt 
("') 
o 
z 
~

Z-

rrt 

~ 
r 
'~ 

j; 
::0 
A -
-

;;0 
f'1 
(J) 
~ 
o 
;;0 
TTl 
:u 
(J) 

-:;) c
tj 
iT'J 
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THE CONTH~ENTAL ~1ARK II RESTORERS r;tllDE 

ENGINE 

·3/4 Left Front View of Engine 

The distributor, mounted at the top right rear 
of the cylinder block assembly, is gear driven by the 
camshaft. 

Cylinder Numbering 
When viewing the engine from the rear, the cyl

inders of the right bank are numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
Number 1 is at the front. The cylinders of the left 
bank are numbered 5, 6, 7 and 8. Number 5 is at 
the front. For easy reference, each cylinder number 
is cast on the intake manifold directly over its re
spective cylinder. 

The firing order is 1-5-4-8-6-3-7-2. This informa
tion is also cast on the top surface of the intake 
manifold. 

The en~ine is a 368 cUbic inch V-B. Horse
power is 285 at 4,000 rpm. 1957 saw a 
chan~e from 9.0 to I ratio to 10. to 1 
ratio throu~h redesi~nin~ the pistons and 
the heads. 
The en~lne, heads, oil pan, oil breather 
tUbe and the convertor ho~sin~ are al I 
painted a t3n metal lie with a ~reen tint, 
the same as the bumper jack. The accessories 
are painted black, such as ~enerator, fan, 
intake manifold, dip stick tubes, power 
steerin( pump, air cleaner and pullYs. 
The oil filter also is painted black. 

136 



Th~ CONTINENTAL MAR~ II 
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f~:; ~·r j! 6643 ~~660' 
6639 6673 ~--= 

66'5 4326:3.5 ~ 

THE CONTINENTAL MAHK II 
RESTuRER::; GUIDE ENGINE BLOCK anI! HELATED PAin'S 

r----~ 10884 ENGINE OIL DIP STICK 
IS 28 1/4 inches LONG 
ill \'t'HERE IT WIlL SEAT 

I 

~-9424 
ON THE WEE.
 
IT IS CH:ROOE PLATED.
 

9430 

6010 

6436 

8507
 
8501
 

8115 

(
'. ~6397 
~ . 

_-----6627 

.---6659It is reported that FORD 
oil pump shaft ~9T 6A618A 
will work on the Mark II. ~ 

E~ .j;)~~~6619 

6616 / 

43263·5 
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THE CONTINENTAL t<1ARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

TIMING CHAIN is avai Iab Ie
 
from most auto supply houses.
 
No. C487. List $21.45
 
HSIA stocks.
 

6316 

6268 

6375 

CRANKSHAFT and RELATED PARTS 

f 

\. f 
6108 

)i
I 

6140 

PISTON anti PIN ASSY. 
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6261 

6'1.81 

6'1.56 

\l.  68BI. 

6250 

6261 

THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUITIE
 

~l4119.S 

{ro).--J540S4 .S VALVE COVERS ARE CAST ALLMINUM A~ID CAN BE 
-~~6Sl0 BEAD OR VAPOR BLASTED (SIMILAR TO StJID 

BLASTING) TO ACHIEVE THE SHINE IT SHOULD 
HWE.i FINISH IT OFF NITIi \-/ET SANDING 
WITH 600 GRIT 'WET OR DRy'SM-ill PAPER. 

618! 

ACORN NUTS #34179-3 A~~ WASHERS fi354054-S 
AHE CHRO{\1E PLATED. 

ROCKEB AHl\1 and HELATEB PARTS 

6'1.79 

6268-~ 

CAMSHAFT
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUlnE 

This distributor does not show
 
that it is a tac drive, how

ever, it is. The 1956 dist. is
 
a double vacuum diaphram type,
 --~ 
while the illustration I 

shows that of a 1957 with I
I 

a single diaphram. I 

I 

I
A rebuilt unit is not I 

Iavailable in So. Calif. 
12106but your old one can 

be rebuilt by any re
builder. Not available 
new. 

12175 12200---# 
12264 , W--=-.. 

.~~ 
[f[33~8~~'~5 ~ W122~ LJ- 12120
 
ii ~~OO,so,,'~ · - '21" ~,~~::. I: 12171 12388 

~' ,.,:-'\) 
354988.5.:l Q __ \J 12216 '!' ~~ 

I 34051.5II _-..:..._....-- 351256·5 
351676·5 e

70 ' ~~"... '-- ~ 
~ 1217712151

12\~;:. \!r0060_' 
J;"210

'220'\ ..,~/ '2233 
~vr \ " 

I j
I ... 
I .......~t~~"J20 ~:~~.,I,' I ...... 
I ...... 

12144 I ...~359541.5 ~ 12175 I .......
359542·5~lli
I ....... 
I ... 

359546.5 12145 
~12195 "' ... 

.--@ 

"""-'~, 
• NOT 5ERVICED 

D NOT 5ERVICED- INCLUDED ~ 17377IN 8A51C NO. 12127 (10.3.4) ICONTINENTAL MARK HI 
~61?l890
~9-S 

DISTRIBUTOR
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THE COtlTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

The two oil filters shown provides a ful I flow of oil as wei I as a clean one. This 
results in part from its location on the crankcase housin~, where it warms UP as 
quickly as the en~ine itself, and in part from inclusion of a special ~y-pass 

valve. This valve routes oil directly from the 
en~ine from the moment the en ine starts. 

6714 

* 
* THE DISPOSABLE TYPE FILTERS WAS USED ON 

pump to the 

• ~.~38 THE 1957 • 

.' SERVICED IN KIT-6882 ONLY 

mSPOSABLE TlPE OIL FILTER 

1956 USED TrlIS TYPE WHICH IS A CARTRIDGE INSIDE A CANNISTER 
THIS TYPE CAN BE REPLACED VHTH THE SCRB\' ON TYPE AS APJJVE. 

6131 

6890 

~~ '~'Iq ~ 
6149 *6146 

I '\ ~ *6144 6838 6151L__________ L__--:..-.LI --'1 
·SERVICED IN I(IT -6131 ONLY 6131 

OIL FILTER
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6028 

6038as a 

THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE
 

OIL FILLER TUBE IS PAINTED 
THE SAME COLOR AS THE ENG INE" 
WHICH IS THE SAME COLOR AS 

6758 Tr-IE BUM,PER JACK. 

THE FILLER TUBE CAP IS CHRO'1E. 
HOWEVER" SO'1E FEEL THAT I'1AYBE 
IT IS PAINTED BLACK. THE AUTHOR 
Hl\S NEVER SEEN ONE THAT IS 
SUPPOSEDLY ORIGINAL AND IS BLACK. 

Front engine mount
 
#6038 is available
 
from Holiday
 
reproduced
 
part
 

Rebound mount &
 
#6039 is available ~
 
neVi 6039
 

~.~3S6474-S 

~34449-S 

FRONT 

EN(;INE FHONT 

6054 

6068 

The rear en~ine mount 
is not available. 
Even in 1956 Ford su~
~ested improvisin~. as 
theY did not ~ervice 

this mount.

6-~~ 
44726-S~ 
3444S-S------® 

REAR 

and REAR ~llPPORT~ 

CRA;\iKCA~E OIL FILLER TnH: 143 



THE CONTINENTAL t1ARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

POWER STEERING 

Fif!. 1 Power Steering Gear ,md Pump Installation 

,,----------,.----{-Q)
[', 0 -STEERING CONNECTING LINK
 

~SPINDLE STEERING ,~
 

(;9 "1 "~I' : _.- C1J rSTEERING GEAR ARM 

SPACER \l~. BUSHING 

ARM M 
BRALKET-c~ 

~. SEAl'! (D.~ ~ ep \~ SE'NDCESTEE"N0'Ml,_, IDLER ARM-/r/' ~-" _n_ ;C')A-~H(~i-;EA;:::Y r '\~ jJ) Ll. 
(~ '~11 ..!j ~,ft 2 ~~ I~ : ~y£ - f: 
~:r/i" "-.fA"\4 liE WD ~ _: SEAL '~ A '$: TIE ROD 'S?L.) 

'", J '~l ." _£.j f(.;~ . -- .J, l SEAL-6 'i 

SEALt·~~tC:-- CI~'~~J"~
" 

o LSLEEVtt ASS Y I. NUT 3 80l T 4, BOLT StEEVE AS::-=J 

SPINDLE CONNECTING COTTER PIN WASHER NUT SPINDLE CONNECTING
 
ROD END ASS'Y 2, lUBE fITTING NUl ROD fOND ASSY
 

-Steering Linkage Assembly 

The steerin~ connecti~ link (draf! link) became obsolete June 1975. Idler arms are
 
no lon~er available as are the upper and lower ball Joints.
 
If YOU are luckY YOU may find a supply house that has idler arm rebuild kits.
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TH~ CONTINENTAL ~1AP.K I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

POW ER STEERING 

To adjust the steerin~, 

play in your steerin~ 

wheel, loosen this nut 
and ti~hten the screw. 

Power steeri~ hoses, hi~h 

pressure and low pressure 
are available from HSIA 

1957 has a much improved 
steerin~ ~ear. 

Fig.2 -Cutaway View of Power Steering Gear 

POWER STEERING DESCRIPTION 
The power steering mechanism is a new "In

Line" type of hydraulic system. This system fur
nishes power to reduce the amount of turning effort 
required at the steering wheel. It also reduces road 
shock or "wheel fight". Figure 1 shows the power 
steering unit installed in the car. 

The effort required for normal straight ahead 
driving, when the power steering is in operation, is 
approximately 1Yz pounds pull at the rim of the 
steering wheel. to keep the car under control on a 
smooth straight highway. To park the car, 3Yz to 
4112 pounds pull is required. As a turn is completed 
and the steering wheel is allowed to recover from 
the turn, the front wheels will return to the straight 
ahead position. 

A hydraulic pump driven by a belt from the 
engine, supplies the assisting power for the steering 
unit. When the engine is not operating, or when any 
part of the power mechanism is inoperative. steering 
is entirely manual and the effort required at the 

steering wheel is slightly greater than that of the 
conventional steering gear. 

This "In-Line" power steering mechanism is 
composed of: a rack, piston, worm and ball nut 
assembly which is meshed to the gear on the steering 
sector shaft. See figure 2. A hydraulic valve which is 
mounted on the top outside of the gear housing: 
parallel with the steering shaft, is operated through 
an actuating lever, by the motion of the steering 
shaft. See figure 2. A hydraulic pump driven by a 
belt from the engine and an oil reservoir which is 
attached to the pump. 

The "In-Line" type of power steering mechanism 
as illustrated in figure 2, is designed with the steer
ing shaft, worm and ball nut, power piston and rack 
and the power cylinder all in line. With the hy
draulic valve mounted on the top side of the gear 
housing, the oil passages between the valve and 
cylinder are internal. This eliminates all external 
lines and hoses except the pressure and return hoses 
between the pump and valve. 

: \ 
~ 
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THI:. I,;UNTINl:.N1AL MAt<t\ II 
RESTORERS GU IDE POW ER ~TEERING 

I" ;:; I 

Fig. 7 -Checking Fluid level	 Fig.8 -Steering Gear Bleed Screw on Side Cover 

up to full mark using automatic transmission 
star nut was used onlY on some units. fluid "Type A"'. 

3.	 Check for oil leaks at all power steering and 
Bleeding the System pump connections.
 

If air becomes trapped in the system due to low
 Before testing the power steering unit, be sure 
oil level in the pump reservoir or due to disassembly that the wheel alignment, pressure and condition 
of the gear, this air must be bled out of the gear. of tires and shock absorbers are satisfactory. To 
To bleed the system proceed as follows: determine if the power steering unit is functioning 

properly proceed as follows: Fill pump reservoir to proper level. Install ~ 

nut and washer without reservoir cover.-	 1. Set the hand brake, start the engine and run 
2. Loosen bleed screw in side cover. See figure 8.	 at idle speed. Hook a pull scale to the rim of 
3.	 Start engine. the steering wheel and measure the pull it takes 

to turn the wheel, first to the left and then to 4.	 Turn steering wheel through its entire travel two 
or three times allowing air in system to escape. the right. If the pull on the wheel is between 

3Ih to 4Ih pounds, on a dry floor, the unit is5.	 Tighten bleed screw and recheck fluid level. 
working properly. If not working properly,Also check fluid for freedom of air bubbles. 
check the hydraulic pressure. 

6.	 Install reservoir cover. 
2.	 To check the hydraulic pressure, remove presTROUBLE DIAGNOSIS 

sure hose from pump. and connect gauge Tool 
The operation of the power steering system 3500 with adapter 3500-C between pressure

depends upon proper tension of the oil pump belt fitting on pump and pressure hose that leads 
and the fluid level in the reservoir. When operation from pump to power unit. Let engine idle and
of the power steering is unsatisfactory, before any turn the wheel for a full right or full left turn. 
attempt is made to perform any test, the following The gauge should read not less than 975 pounds 
checks should be made: per square inch. If pressure is less than 975 
1.	 Check the tension of the oil pump belt by PSI, close the valve at the gauge and note the 

depressing it in the center. Deflection should be pump pressure. If it is low with the valve closed, 
approximately 1/4 inch with a 5 to 7 pound it indicates that the pump is not operating 
force. A slotted hole in the pump support properly. If the pressure goes up, with the valve 
bracket provides a means of adjusting the belt closed, it indicates that the low pressure in the 
tension. system must be due to internal leakage in the 

power unit, providing all connections are tight.2.	 Check fluid in reservoir. If fluid is low, bring 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTO REPS r,UIVl:. 

&4-354925-S 
3459 ~ ~ 

.. ~ 

3747 ~ 
3342 ~ 

3748 

•,.J·J60J --O~ 

13-3748 '" 1·3-3603 

113330 
• # 358788-S 
• ~ # 358782-S 

13647 

*3-3569 

.,>	 SERVICED IN KIT -3747 

o	 SERVICED IN KIT -3329
 

S'ERVICED IN KIT -3330
 

* SERVICED IN KIT -33781
 

# SERVICED IN KIT -33782
 

o	 ONLY SERVICED IN KIT 

351153.5 

3548 

3525 

3763 ---~ 

'" 1·3-3603 

3577 ---

. 

3-3561 

.~ 
358781-S~ ~ (9' 

34807.S~ 

~~ 
~~358791-5 

C1~-- 103747 
q~13-3758 
@----~
~-13-3593 

'~3-3586 

\ 
~~ 

, . 
,,-

.~ 
13560~ 

354278-5 --o:~~,;tJ 

13-3749 --J~~~-~ 

# 358780.S---&I 

113-3560 .~ 3-3746 

11358789-5 .~ 3-3757 ~ 
1#3767~ l1I358778-S~ " . 

.J.JJ45 ~J.J6" 
r------O')J ~~:58779-S 
~ ~~. 358773-S 

~ 3753 

• til u- 1·3-3753 
C?: a:- 10 3-3755 
• e'~" ~-,--- 3-3582/ 

0l. ....\ '\ P2.---358792-5 
--~.:<~~ ~ 

:;:J':J~ ":8:B~i~-3577 
~ ~ -"" 

*3523 ,.~ - ~ '\ 
3-3756., .• 

POWEH STEEHI:\G CEAR . 19;;7
 

147 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



THE CONTINENTAL ~lARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

"---- 3525 

#356.0 3-3146
 

/I 358180-S--P' 3-3151 ~
 
1#3-3560 .~ ! ,.,. 

t /I 358189-5 (; ~ 1-03-3621 -3-3603
#3161 • ,3-3145 C/
 

113"'78-5 • ~~~ 3745
 
3163--

#3-3748 v··' fff' ~~358119'S 3511--
~358113.S 

t-3-3510 ~31~3 
t#3330 • tfl 0-- ,-3-3153
 

t # 358188-S • V a::- t-3-3755
 
• (('7'~ 3-3582t 

t/l358182-S----.......~~.~ W~. 358192-S
 

'~:3~~ ~3-3S11 
#3.3754.·....... .' ~/:' 35:1*~;.s~/.
 

'33:~3 ' / _\. \ 
3-3156 

<!> SERVICED IN KIT-3741 

- SERVICED IN KIT -3329 

SERVICED IN KIT -3330 

* SERVICED IN KIT -33181 
-3756 

3548 

/I SERVICED IN KIT -33782 
11956-571 

o ONLY SERVICED IN KIT 

13-3749 "'----  3516 --------' 

oil seal 
354218-S 

washe'r 
dust seal 
washer 

POWEH STEEHI~G GEAH - 1956-1957 
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THE CONTINENTAL HARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

MARK II POWER STEERING OIL IEAKAGE 
by Walt Phea 

f1y ~ark II developed a severe oil leakage by the seals at the lmqer end of the 

sector shaft where it comects to the pi trnan arm. 

Upon removal of the seals, I noted that the leakage was caused by pitting and 

scoring of the shaft where the oil seal was bearing. Actually this did not be

come too apparent until I removed the sector shaft, which, incidently, reqUires 

the removal of the L.H. exhaust manifold. The sector shaft need not be removed. 

Obviously, re-install1ng a new seal would not solve the problem. However, it 

was also noted that the shaft was in good condition below the .oil seal area. So, 

I began looking for seals that would bear on the good surface. 

With I.D. and O.D. dimensions, I easily found "chevron" type hydraulic packing 

that would fit. I used a "stack" consisting of a nose piece, three chevron pack

ings and a backup packing. This stack replaced the oil seal, dust seal and washer. 

This arrangement provides 4 sealing su rfaces instead of one and as a result, there 

is some slight increase in steering effort initially and several slack ad..1ustments 

will be required before packing is seated. 

Chevron packing can be obtained from any hydraulic supply house. 

~ 

I
\ See preceed1ng two pages for illustration and location of packing. 
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IIr AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 
:rl 

IiI 
itl 
Ilf The transmission is a torque converter from mud or deep snow, (shuttlin~ 

type and includes a three-~peed set of~··.l self en~a~in~ ~ears.III The three-speed, self en~a~in2 ~earsd 
"I are wholly automatic and ~ive the Con'if tinental its sensitiv~ and instant re
U 

spo~se to spe2d chan~es. 

rl· The torque converter receives the 
if
d power from the en~ine, slTioo-;:hes it 

out and supplies it to the ~ears in 
an even flow. At the same time, this 
convErter actu~1 lY helps to increase 
useable power. The result is silent, 
automatic shiftine with no hesitation. 

The torque converter transmission al 
so contains an automatic kick-dow.n 
feature. 

Should the driver desire ~dditional 

Dower to step ~waY from a stop-li~ht , 
..	 for hi II-c I imbiM or rapid passin~ of 

another vehicle, he n~ed only depress 
the ~ccelerator to the toeboard. The 
t~ansm~ssion auto~aticailY kicks-down 
to ~he next (ower ~ear to supply the 
necessary power. This torque conver
ter feature uil I operate at any sPEed 
UP to 65 ~JIPH. 

The benefits to the en~ine itself 
are several. The kick-dow~ transmis
sion automaticnl IY determines the 
correct ~€ar for th€ speed of the 
car. In this way harmful en~ine 

racin~ is avoided, as are en~ine 

noise and strain. 
In normal operation the transmis

sion acts as a tW::l speed, that is, 
the car starts movin~ in second 
~ear a~d shifts to third, unless 
the pedal is pressed to the toe 
board, then first ~eQr enEa~es 

for that rapid start. 
The operation of the Continen

tal transmission is simplicity it 
self. 

There are five positions on the 
selector: P - parkin~, R - reverse, 
N - neutral, Dr - drive, and lo 
low. With these five positions, the 
transmission operation of the car is 
complete, from ordinary motorin~, 

(usin~ the Dr position), to the un
I ike IY necess.i ty of rockim! the car 

the selector between the Rand lo. 
Automatic transmission flUid Type 

A is recommended for use in this 
transmission, which has a capacity 
of 10 Quarts. 

In the absence of proper tools 
and equipment to adju~t the CONTROL 
SHAFT TO TRANSmSSION ROD (see pre
ceedin~ pa~e for 11 lustration), re
move the pin fram the clevis and turn 
the clevis one way or the other until 
it is approximate I Y 3/4 inch above 
the rod the clevis attaches to. Road 
test the car, startin~ as YOU norma-
I IY would. ImmediatelY after rof lin~ 

kick the pedal to the fioOF and see 
if first ~ear en~a~es. If it does not, 
then re-adjust the cleVis • 

Use a transmission additive on ocas
sions to keep the valves in proper 
working order, otherwise the trans
mission may not shift properly and 
a "mechanic" will get you for a 
rebuilt transmission for about $250. 

150 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



THe CONTINENTAL ~1ARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

ADJUST lOW GEAR KICK DOWN 
HERE. 

/ 
~ 
CONTROl SHAFT TO TRANSMISSION ROD 

Automatic Transmission Control Linkage 

Dashpot Adjustment 
I.	 Make the Idle Mixture, Hot Idle R.P.M. and 

Cold Idle R.P.M. Adjustments. 
2.	 Hold dashpot plunger in to the limit of its travel. 
3.	 Turn adjusting screw to obtain .045" to .064" 

clearance between the end of the screw and 
plunger. 
NOTE: Be sure throttle is closed so hot idle 
screw is against the stop. 

Accelerator Pump Stroke Adjustment 
The quantity of fuel discharged by the accelerator 

pump can be varied by changing the position of 
the pump link in the throttle lever. For cold weather 
operation, the longest pump stroke may be used. 
The short stroke may be used for high altitude 
and/or hot weather operation. 

Remove air cleaner and air duct as an assembly.
 
Remove spring retainer from pin on pump link.
 
Remove pump link stud.
 
Place pin on pump link hole which will provide
 
desired pump stroke. Install spring retainer.
 
NOTE: Hole closest to throttle shaft will result
 
in shortest pump stroke.
 
Replace pump link stud.
 

Replace air c1ea'ner and air duct as an assem bly.
 

Vent Selector Clip Adjustment 
In cold weather (ambient temperatures below 

approximately 50° F.) the vent selector clip should 
cover the two vent holes on the rod. 

In warm weather (ambient temperatures above 
approximately 50° F.) the vent selector clip should 
be moved UP, exposing both vents. 
NOTE: This adjustment can be more readily made 
if the air cleaner and air duct are removed. Refer 
to "Removal of Air Duct From Engine" in this 
section of the manual. 

THROTTLE LINKAGE ADJUSTMENT 
1.	 Set handbrake and adjust engine idle speed to 

400-425 R.P.M. with fast idle cam in low idle 
position, and transmi.ssion in "DR" range. 

2.	 Adjust anti-stall dashpot as follows: 
a.	 With fast idle cam in low position, hold 

throttle	 in closed position and turn dash
pot adjusting screw out (counterclock
wise) until dashpot plunger is bottomed in 
dashpot. 

b.	 Turn dashpot adjusting screw (cloc kwise) 
11/2 to 2 turns, until a clearance of .045" 
to .065" is obtained. 
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The transmission fitter, number 7-7488, ~nd fluid 
chan~ed re~u;arIY, dependin. on your 

conditions. 
should be 
drlvln~ 
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HSIA stocks the two converter "0" rings. 
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7-7519 

7-7524 7-7516 7-7514 

7·7513 

7-7512 

7-7502 

7-7518 

{i-1542 ~ 7.'~437·7547 

(J. ~q" ~~~ 
7-7545 f 7-7548.1-7-7549 

----

• ~-7131 
7- 7130

38294-5 
34805·5

7-7066 ~ ~ ~___ 

6~~trOO~J:~ 1 
I 
I 

- 17285
 
,- 353078-5
= ... ( 

I 

~ ~ 17293 

7-7885/ - . ~34805-5 
..A--24044-5 ~ 7-7884 cr-

To replace the speedometer drive 
~ear, remove two 7/16 inch bolts 
and pull the cable out of the 

-INCLUDED IN 8A51C NO.7-71 30
transmission. A retainer clip
 
holds the ~ear.
 

PLANETARY GEAR TRAIN ._---------- 
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If your Mark II does not hold 
in park, it will be an adJust

ment of the linka~e, or \r7.7276
 

the park1n~ pawl may be
 
stripped. See your trans


I 7.7280 ~353075;:6071.5mission shop. 
I ~ 7-7283 

/:,357234.5 355949.5--j f
7·7252 // ;;\1 ~--- 0 . r- 7-7307 

(:'~/" .. - 1_, :--.."~-....-.n· ~ ~ 11» ~356415-5 
~-'~_';" s ~' fi\\?-74275-5 
_~),' / :'y -" ~ 'tI:!J', .....J\1 / , "'> ~ ,-. -7·7304 

'''~:~'~~y - __,~:':~.--'--~-7_73.03_/~18'~_7311 7-7312 

7·7265 

72000·5 ~~~ / 
- 'D C 

7-7322 ~;r.- -- - ~ 
7-7308 ~~~~~~ 356414.5 

7-7315 ~!'L1t/~~~ 7·7316 

7-7314 7-73231 
74274-5 

7·7319 

7-7326 PLC·732 

'ITIHOTTLE and MANllAL CONTHOL LEVEHS 

44802-5 

7- 73 70 ---f~~!1 

7·7353 

7-7362 

FRONT SEHVO
 

156 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



THE CONTINENTAL t~ARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

11.-----7-7426 

_---7-7422 

:4----7-7423 

~34803-5 

\
~.~~-----------7-7369 

0" 7-7371 

~.. 353865-5 

7-7414---".C :J 

~. 7-7415 

7-7416-- -~ 

7-7417-----C =' 
~;!J_--1-741 0 

REAU SERVO
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7-7469 
7-7452 356746-57 

7-7468 

i 

7- 7463 

• 

G 

• 

7-7460 

.. INCLUDED IN BASIC NO. 77440 

7·7470

OIL PHE~~l'HE HEGl'LATOI{ 

34B03.S~ 

.~ 
7- 7715 

)48OJ,Sll
7·7764lS8SWSL • 

~ 
o 

7-7761 

·INCLUDED IN BASIC NO. 77700 

OIL CO,\THOL \ "\1.\ E 
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THE CONTINENTAL ~1ARK II BRA KE SYSTEM 
RFSTORERS GIITnE 

SEE INDEX FOR ~ORE INFORMATION 

I
 
I

I
 
! 

Velvet Touch linings will give better operation 
Rivited linings are cooler PLATE 

BRAKE SHOE@ RETRACTING SPRING 
r 

LINING 

.~ 

SHOE AND 

LINING 

HOLE COVE~j 
~ 

• 

[FRONT I 

r/2028 
~ - SEE SPECIFICATIONS PAGE FOR SIZE. 

r-.... 2103-R.H. S 
-- (/2104-L.H. 351467

/ J~ 
2106 

2211·R.H.
 
2212·L.H.
 

• SERVICED IN KIT 2001 

When doin~ a brake reline job, do not for~et that the short shoe ~oes to the front. 
Also, repack the front wheel bearin~s at the sa~p. time. 
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-' AIR CLEANER 
RET AINING SCREW -l 

:I:This unit can be rebuilt by most any auto parts ITl 
supply house. The price is about $45.00 exchan~e. n 

-Z 

0 
z 
-lWhen experiencin~ problems with your brakes, do
 

not overlook the vacuum hoses. These wil I col lapse
 ITl 
from the vacuum when theY ~et weak. ~ 

r 
The cannister should be painted black. :;:

» 
::0 

I --
A~ 9486 352527-S 

2·2370 -\'~ ...Jl A 2-2378 
• 2180.2-2376~} V.~2-2382 

::0 
1"'1_ ~2162 2_2371, -NJP--J2-2384 ~\1- r.n~J21~ .2-2372y ~ ~ \ "\! -l 
0~ '(-352528-S 402~~2~68 - l:>,-:a." ,~~(\,:.~ 2-~~;~ :.<J 
rT'J 
:;u• 2-2165, ~ 2-2166 • 2·2377 ~i!'" ~.. \. N 2361 r.n• 2-2164~ ,,,!!:'v '\ :,.,2-2157~ ~\Y:'. :~'. .~~, ~~. ",o-t'.r::::.43263-S 

\S:
2_2163 \-J'I!f!J.f'tiifi• ... ,-~ c

• 2437--0 • l , II 
t;l 
." 
-

• 2-2354 -4
•
_~~), .~ 2-2158 , ~ti0.~\J
 
~ ~'-~.2_2493
~.~ ~ ~ ·2-2162 

i;1 JlF~ .-- ,.., 2-2,,, ~ ~ 1·lJ. / • 2384 F"'--.~',
 
2076 .2493 \'\
 

• 2154 J. 2-2159· 2·2161 2-2413 .2-2344 2143 \ ~\ A suitable fleXible brake 
• 2178 ·2-2160 .2-2442 ~~t~, line from the master cYlinder 

2183 2155 35.8;_~~;~~ 
down to the Junction block can 
not be found. Use Gates No.S-320 ~\~\) ~~2-2440 
a she I I ine with fi ttine:s for\l\\~ \ 2-2437 about aOcents. The flexible line 

- 2-2412 
.N- ruptures where it E!oes throu~h 

- ~\\ \ :\~ 
'\ , . ~ TYPICAL 1956.57 the metal hold down.~~ 
~ 'I. 2-2 See, also, PROBLEMS WITH~\~J~ t,,,,, YOUR MARK II ••• ASK BUDDY 

t· 2_
• SERVICED IN KIT 223542365 A suitable replacement hose on the wheel,
t SERVICED IN KIT 22167if'o....- """ 2·2395 front, is Eis No. S·P3766 about $7.56 
·SERVICED IN KIT22344""'352526-5 

rake lil!ht wires on the switch are E!reen. 
~ 

POWER BRAKE BOOSTER 
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1 THE CONTINENTAL r1ARK I I BRAKE SYSTEM 
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I 
.~ . 
~ Hew wheel CYlinders 

2190-R.H.are difficu I t to 
2191-L.H.obtain nQ\-I. 2206
 

They can be
 
rebuilt.
 

See SPECIFI

CATIONS PAGE
 

FOR SIZE. 

IFRONTI 22052196 

CUP PISTON 

HSIA stocks. 

~~,. 
CYliNDER HOUSING ANDBOOT tSPRING BOOT 

TUBE SEAT ASSEMBLY 

FHONT aJlel REAR WHEEL CYLINDEHS
 

A rebuilt master CYlinder 
comes with the rebuilt 
power brake booster. 

" ".,I2162 ;,' I __,-- I 
.,....... I 

t ,// 2180 I 
33925-5 ",-' ~ :

"", ,,~ 
(", ".,....'-" •• < ' , .... ~ ~ ..."" 

0--2167 I ,-,-'- ~ 
I " 
I " 

'----2145 

'------2178 

2188 

2169 

2173 

MASTER BRAKE CYLINDER
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Operation of Air Duct 

AIR DUCT DESCRIPTION 

The temperature of the air enterin~ 

the air cleaner on the Continental 
Mark II eneine is thermostatically 
control led bY a carburetor air duct 
assembly. Cool air from outside the 
en~ine compartment, or warm air frQ~ 

a shroud around the eXhaust manifold 
is available to the en~ine. This SYS
tem eliminates carburetor icin~ and 
fue I perco I ation. 

AIR DUCT OPERATION 

Durine the warm-up period, when the 
incomine air temperature is less 
than approximately 65 de~rees F., a 
valve plate is held UP (heat on pos
ition) bY a sprine. All air enterin~ 

the carburetor must then pass throu~h 

a shroud. The shroud directs the air 
around the warm exhaust manifold where 
it is heated and then delivered to the 
carburetor. In warm weather operation 

the plate is down and cool outside air is 
then directed straieht to the carburetor 
in a ram air fashio~. 

This sYstem is called Temperature-controlled 
air induction system. 

The air cleaner and ram elbo is painted 
black, however, in some cases, especiallY 
on the 1957 models, the air cleaner assem
bly may be chromed. 

See INDEX for additional information. 
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C Air duct vent/heater 
"'-9-9663 >9672 hose is 4 inch in diam. 

9600 
E 

9-9651 

:)--9673 

c:::>-
C

9-9673

long.

C>-9-9922 

Group #9-9673 is not 
available new. Buy The 1956 air cleaner is an
from a horne appliance	 9-9642 oil bath type, and due to
dealer (clothes dryer)	 9-9653 a 1956 having a Holley carbo 
as a vent hose for it will fit only the 1956. 
a dryer, or from a
 
surplus store.
 Item, group #9662 is a thermostat
Diameter is 3 3/4" operated spring that opens the 

duct when heat from the exhaust 
An exact duplicate manifold reaches it. The duct
is avail. from HSIA opens, allowing cool outside
for $4.00. Fits air in to the carburetor for 

a Iso' the heater more efficient engine operatblower. ion. 

TYPICAL lQS6 

AIR CLEANER and DUCT ASSY. -1956 

9600 . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I9609 

, 

9·9653 

9-9673 

1957 is a dry filter type 
and the carbo is a Carter._---8725 

// 9662~ 

; / (j}"- - - .. - .. - -

9-96664 { 

9-9675 ......----

Both units on this pa~e are techni
cally cal led TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED 
AIR INDUCTION SYSTEM. A thermostat

~-9.9922	 ic valve in the duct automatically 
provides cool ram air in ~ummer and 

TYPICAL lQS7 warm clean air in winter. 

AIR CLEANER and DUCT ASSY. -1957 
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,
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Idle Adjustments 

Idle Adiustments 
If one of the idle adjustments is changed, the 

other idle adjustments may also be affected. It is 
therefore necessary that the adjustments be made 
in the exact order listed below and that all of the 
idle adjustments following the one being made are 
checked: 
1.	 Idle Mixture Adjustment 
2.	 Hot Idle RP.M. Adjustment 
3.	 Cold Idle RP.M. Adjustment 
4.	 Dashpot Adjustment 

Idle	 Mixture Adjustments 
1.	 Run engine until it reaches operating tempera

ture. 
NOTE: If engine is cold, it must be run for 
approximately one half hour at 1200 R.P.M. 
to stabilize temperature. 

2.	 Turn cold engine idle adjustment screw out 
until it no longer touches fast idle cam. 

3.	 Turn each idle mixture adjustment screw in 
until it touches its seat, then back out each 
screw 1l;4 turns. 

4.	 Turn hot engine idle adjustment screw in or 
out to obtain 475 to 500 engine R.P.M. with 
transmission selector lever in NEUTRAL posi
tion. 

5.	 Turn one idle mixture adjustment screw in 
until engine begins to run rough. 

6.	 Back the mixture screw out until the engine 
begins to "roll", indicating a rich mixture. 

7.	 Turn the mixture screw in just enough to pro
vide the smoothest engine idle. 

Dashpot Adjustment 

NOTE: Final adjustment of the idle fuel mix
ture should favor the "rich" side of the mixture 
range to insure the smoothest engine idle 
throughout the extremes of engine operating 
temperatures. 

8.	 Repeat this procedure with the other mixture 
screw. 

9.	 If engine idle RP.M. has changed, reset to 
475 to 500 RP.M. using hot engine idle screw. 

10.	 Readjust each idle screw 1/8 of a turn in each 
direction for smoothest idle. 

11.	 Repeat step 9 if necessary. Perform Hot Idle 
RP.M. Adjustment. 

Hot	 Idle R.P.M. Adjustment 
1.	 Perform Idle Mixture Adjustment as described 

above. 
2.	 Set parking brake and place transmission selec

tor level in "DR" position. 
3.	 Momentarily open throttle slightly, and allow 

throttle to close. Engine idle should be from 
425 to 450 R.P.M. If RP.M. is not correct, 
adjust with hot engine idle screw. Perform 
Cold RP.M. Idle Adjustment. 

Cold Idle R.P.M. Adiustment 
1.	 Perform the Idle Mixture and Hot Idle R.P.M. 

Adjustments as outlined previously. 
2.	 Turn cold engine idle adjustment screw in until 

it just touches the LOW step on fast idle cam. 
3.	 Back out screw to obtain .005" clearance 

between end of screw and low step of fast 
idle cam. 

4.	 Perform Dashpot Adjustment. 
NOTE: In localities where normal setting of 
the cold engine idle speed may be considered 
unnecessarily high, the cold engine idle speed 
may be reduced by backing off the adjustment 
screw not in excess of one full turn. 

164 



THE CONTINENTAL !,'ARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

\ 

\ 
9725 

72015-S • ID 

~,::~:,--:n 
353509·S 

The pedal has a chrome trim 
rin~ around it. No lon~er 

available. A replacement is 
stocked by HSIA without the 
trim. The trim should be 
adaptable to the new pedal. 

CHP.:rME TRIM RING 

------

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 

\,, 
\,, 

\ 
\ 

'5t37~~: If' 
7354 I ~ \, 

i:lI , ,, 
72015·S ' 

7325 

42719-S1 

IT 
73877_S 356403-S~ 7- 7230 

f72015-S_------ r 

- I. ~ , 

Adjust 
here~ 
for 10 
~ear 

kick 
down. 

97011-S 

33921-S 

7-7242 

None of the linkaE!e 
is painted. 

TYPICAL 1956-57 

ACCELERATOR and CONTHOL LlNKACE 

7-7252
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"":;;;'?4--FUEL TANK STRAP 

...., 
'.~ VENT 

/-" ~~Ir~UBES
VENT TUBE/ I~ 

HOSE 

Tni:. l.UI"iTlNt.NTAL MAKI\ I I Rt.::iTUklt<::> HU!Ut. 

FUEL SYSTEM 

~. ~FILLER PIPE CLAMP 
CAP .~ 

INSULA TORS 

I/~.--FILLER PIPE 

CLAMPm,~.
 
VENT TUBE 

VENT TUBE HOSE GROMMET 

/' ///----1;'
n ........~""-.Jl
 
CLAMPS 

VENT TUBES 

. ~g~~ 
~ «;;11I}·"IVENT TUBE 

HOSE VENT TUBE 

VENT TEE VENT TUBE 
HOSE 

Fuel Tank and Vent System 
SEE INDEX FOR MORE INFORMATION 

The filler tube is located in front of the left rear 
ta.il light assembly and connected to the tank by a 
special molded rubber hose. Two vents are located 
on the left side of the tank. These vents are inter
connected and exhaust above the filler tube cap. 

There is a removable plug in the 
bottom of the tank for drainage. The tank also 
incorporates a built-in self-cleaning filter assembly 
to eliminate the passing of rust or dirt to the fuel 
system. 
SERVICING. THE FUEL TANK 

Check condition of the vent tubing and connect
ing hoses. Make sure the vent assembly is not 
blocked. Check condition of fiBer 
pipe, cap, and special rubber connecting hose. 
Replace parts as required using new clamps. 

To remove the tank for cleaning or replacement, 
proceed as follows: 
I.	 Remove the cover plate over the fuel sender 

unit. Disconnect the fuel gauge wire. It is in 
the trunk floor under the carpet. 
2.	 Elevate car and drain tank. Replace plug. 
3.	 Disconnect fuel and vent lines at the tank. 

4.	 Disconnect rubber filler hose at tank. 
5.	 Loosen nuts on tank strap eye bolts so eye bolts 

may be unhooked from brackets. Remove tank. 

NOTE: When the fuel tank is removed, note the 
position of the insulating pads, cemented to 
its upper surface. When the tank is replaced, 
make Sure that these pads are installed in the 
proper position. 

6.	 Remove fuei gauge sender unit. 
7.	 To install tank, reverse removal procedure. 
8.	 Inspect the tank and connections for leaks. 
FUEL LINES 

The fuel lines should be inspected occasionally 
for leaky fittings, split tubes, crimps or dents. If an 
unusual amount of dirt is found in the fuel pump 
sediment bowl, the fuel line should be disconnected 
at both ends and blown clean with compressed air. 

Disconnect Fuel Gauge ·Sender Unit 
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The "T" vent tube #17587 is the cause of gasoline running onto 
the muffler. The original) or NOS) "T' s" are good for a maximum 
of eight months. Irnprovision can be had with metal fittings) but 
the reproduction "T" available thru Holiday is made of a better 
rubber and will last indefinately. Avoid over filling the tank. 8287~~
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FUEL and VAGlllM LINES -1957 
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TYPICAL 1956 CONTINENTAL 

~t-n~--87972·S 

FUEL and VACUUM LINES -1956 
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1957 used a Carter carb unlike 
the Holley with an open top. 
Holl~y rebuild kits are available 
currently, fromPBIA 

Carter kits are not available that 
the author knows about. 

9848 

31061-S~~':~ 
34802-S=..J ..........~
 

·SERVICED !N 8ASIC NO. 9518 
9507 

TYPICAL 1956 HOLLEY CARBURETOR 

CARBURETOR·HOLLEY 
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fr- 9813 
34805-S ~ 

.USE WITH ECU 9512-8
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359722.5 '~ 

9503 

This is the dashpot. When 
adjusted correctly it will 
prevent the engine idling down 

too rapidly and killing the engine. 

See technical manual, also see I~IDEX. 
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TYPICAL 1957 CARTER CARBURETOR 

.SERVICED IN 9510 ASS·Y. 
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Tla: COi~TWCNTAL :v..r.l< II r~[~TORERS Gur::[
IGNITION SYSTEM 

:f.o----D�sTR�BUTOR CAP 
(TERMINAL HOUSING ASSEMBLY) 

~ROTOR ASSEMBLY 

8~l-<I-------SPRING RET AINER 

1IfIII~------SHAFT & CAM ASSEMBL Y 

SCREW & lOCKWASHER ASSEMBlY----------o-l! 

BREAKER ARM & BRACKET ASSEMBlY-------... 

CALIBRATING SPRINGS-----.... 

BREAKER PlA TE ASSEMBl Y----..... 

,~---...I.--SCREW& lOCKWASHER 
ASSEMBL Y (2 REQ'D.) 

RETAINER RING----i-.......... 

BUS HIN G-------l, 

, ),JIl~,..-!--DIAPHRAGM ASSEMBLY 

SCREW & lOCKWASHER ASSEMBLY 

------~~...--RIVET <2 REQDj 

Oil SEAl---~.~ 

© I WASHER 

~TACHOMmR0"" GCAR ASSCM'lY 

\J---SHAn & CAM ASSCM'lY 

DRIVE GEAR----<I.,~ 
-Distributor (Disassembled) 
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SYSTEM
 

-c::=::J- rg;~
 
~ SINGLE ACe.. __ 

CONNECTOR
 
DOUBLE FILAMENT
 
LAMP GROUNDED
 AMM 

IGNITION SWITCH 
STARTING MOTOR 

IGNITION COIL~ t=
GROUND /J.e® " 

CONNECTION S.P.D.T. SWITCH
 
SINGLE FILAMENT
 
LAMP GROUNDED
 

£I:J ~
 BUS BAR T 
COURTESY LAMP SWITCH DISTRIBUTOR 

REVERS IBLE 
SHUNTb® 

@ MOTOR
 

SINGLE FILAMENT
 ......s----
LAMP INSULATED
 

CIRCUIT BREAKER
 '& 
HEATER BLOWER 

SWITCH 

---I!I:SE- STOP LAMP
 

FUSE SWITCH
 GENERATOR 

AIR CONDITIONING 

f 
~ 

m 
CLUTCH HEADLAMP
 

;-- ST
 DIMMER
 

SWITCH
 

" J:7 
STARTING MOTOR 

INSTRUMENT BUTTON HORN RELAY -®- MRELAY 
PAN EL >I WAY SEATAMMETER
 

DIMMER
 REGULATOR 
SWITCH 

HORNo TEMPERATURE %)
SENDING UNIT 

TURN SIGNAL AIR CONDITIONING TEMPERATURE
 
FLASHER
 GAGEREL A Y 110

FUEL GAGE 

@ @ ~ 
@ @ ~IIrni] I @ @ 

AIR CONDITIONiNG 

SWITCHRESISTORSEAT AND WINDOW HEADLAMP
 
REGULATOR RELAY SWITCH
 

A F B >~ ~ 
GENERATOR REGULATOR ~ PRESSURE GAGE

OIL PRESSUREI S.I.P RELAY 

FUEL SENtlII'ilG UNIT 

SENDING UNIT Also known as CVR (constant volta~e re~ulator) 

-Electrical Symbols 
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STARTER RElAY 
L...-  Y 

\l:..
 

THE CONTINENTAL ~1ARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

ELECTRIl;AL SYSTEM 

.......... """,··:::·.:::::::;~l.'···-'·'······""
 
AIR CONDITIONING RELAi 

STARTER 

STARTING MOTOR 

RELAy 

./.:::::::'" 
'" 

· .' 

. . 

..... 

.i..... 

....,:';.\ 

"-;::;:{;11 \11 "",/' 
.I r' t,/:';, ,I,' . 

·\.:.~L../:·..2:.\:<:;~;~/ 
VOLTAGE REGULATOR 

., ...
AMM ET ER 

BATTERY 

TO AIR CONDITIONING
 
BLOWERS & SWITCH
 

---O·G---I--...
 

Y--

TO COMPRESSOR CLUTCH TO RElAY PANEL 
--Y·BR 

TO 

~.;...-+------t----B-----------------.., 

R.BL-/.".---------. 
TO "B" TERM NEUTRAL 

OF COIL SWITCH 

...Ir 

AMMETER 

-Starting Power and Charging Circuit with Air Conditioning 

.....•:............ . :, ")- :)
 

""""1\ // U··" 

. ········~·······t:~ >~ ::~~;;·;;::~;:~~ ,,~:~::;I.'· 
.. ···11'11 . /((<:;~I,It'V. 

.~::.IJ ,",/' ,.:.~::~>/ 

.............-""",,,,
;' 

," 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B· BL AC K 

O·G ORANGE - GREEN BAND 

R· RED 

R·BL RED - BLUE BAND 

W·R WHITE - RED BAND 

y. YELLOW 

Y·B YELLOW - BLACK BAND 

B·W BLACK -WHITE BAND 

B·R BLACK -RED BAND 

Y·BR YELLOW -BROWN BAN 0 

Y·B 

VOLTAGE REGULATOR 

GENERATOR 

L..----B·R-----' 

B-W-----J IGNITION 
SWITCH 

CIRCUIT BREAKER 

W-R 

~ R-BL STARTING MOTOR = 
FAST IDLE
 

SOLENOID
Y 

i 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

R·BL RED- BLUE BAND 
y. YellOW 
Y·B YELLOW - BLACK BAND 
B· BLACK 

TO "BATTERY-' TERMINAL OF COIL CABLE - STARTER TO STARTING MOTOR REL A Y 

TO BATTERY I 
B ST \

.l--.. I••..-------------B------.....------------. 
\ 

.;....---+tII ...S 

'----c:===r----R.BL .--------..., 
~ /

STARTER RelAY N EUTR AL SWITCH 

. 
~ 

STARTIN G MOTOR 

L..- Y-----.lr 

R BL 
AMMETER 

Battery is ne~ative ~round 

12 Yolt and most all batterY 
ACe.companies make a proper size 

batterY for the Mark II ,/A 
GOlPe 2N 78 plates, -:65 AmP hours AMM. QOIL 

/siZe, width 5.5 in., Ie~th 14.25 in. 5T.
 
IGNITION SWITCH
hei~ht 8.9 in. 

-Starting Circuit 
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~,. 

THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTOPERS GUIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

SWITCH 

Sp~rk plu~s 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

tI· BLACK 

B-O 8LACK - ORANGE BAND 

RG RED -GREEN BAND 

BR- BROWN 

are Champion No. 860 
18 t~~
 

~ap .032 to .036 in.
 

,..-----R·G----.......
 SPARK PLUGS 

RESISTOR 

FROM IGNITION TERM.
 
OF ST ARTI NG RELA Y
 

IGNIHON COIL 

-Ignitiol Circuit 
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__

GAGE 

THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS r,UIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

......... 

.... 

OIL GAGE 

,.:, ... 

,//~f··· 
.. " ," , ~. 

_.-_.···-·~UE: E~~:~:~~E ~A:~E 
AMMETER 

PRESSURE INDICATOR 

ENGINE UNIT 

TEMPERATURE INDICATOR
 
ENGIN E UNIT
 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B BLACK 

B-G BLACK - GREEN BAND 

R-W RED - WHIT E BAND 

W-R WHITE - RED BAND 

Y YELLOW 

Y-R YELLOW - RED BAND 

R RED 

TO RELAY PANEL 

.....---Y 

Ace IGNITION SWITCH 

AMMiJ 
FUEL 

•
ST~-:OIL 

...--t-- B-c:::===J-1 

L..-

S.LP 

B-G 

___ 41Y OC~==G=AJi-G_E ~
Y·R 

OIL PRESSURE INDICATOR 
TEMPERATURE GAGE ENGINE UNIT 

Y---------!c=:::J~----
TEMPERATURE INDICATOR 

ENGINE UNIT 

! AMMETER 

TO "B" TERM. ON STARTER RELAY 

FUEL WARNING LAMP ON INST PANEL 

-Gage L:ircuit 
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THC CONTINENTAL t·1ARK II P.[STOr.CRS cur::!.: 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

RADIO LAMP 

BL ACK BAN D 

. ORANGE BAND 

WHITE BAND 

HEATER CONT LAMPS 

BL ·R 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B· BLACK 

B·R BLACK RED BAND 

B· Y BL ACK YELLOW BAN D 

BL R BLUE· RED BAND 

BR·W BROWN WHITE BAND 

G· GREEN 

G·B GREEN 

G·O GREEN 

G·W GREEN 

O· ORANGE 

O·BL ORANGE· BLUE BAND 

O·Y ORANG E . YELLOW BAND 

R· B RED· BL ACK BAN D 

R, Y RED· YELLOW BAN D 

W·BL WHITE· BLUE BAND 

LAMP 

INST LAMPS 

B·Y 

B.R~TRANS.IND. LAMP 

.---------BL·R:------..--........- ......---, 

I 
R·Y 

LAMP SWITCH 

BACK-UP LAMP SWITCH 

R.H. TURN 

~IN~.-1--+- W· BL 

~ L H. TURN IND. 

-----+-+-+-0 

BR·W 

R.H 

BEAM IND . JB~~;~~ION-G'~BUB~~~I~N 
R.B R·B 

DIM SWITCH ....... 

1 ~ ...----..., 

B.YFqf R H l.H 

L..--r::;::::::::~B~.YS~~~~~~~~=:t:===~!----!!!.--~ HE A DL AMP HE A D LAMP W·BL 

W·BL 
~G. COMPo SWITCH 

......~ P~:K.rN1l.H PARK. LAMP 

~OWLAMP LAMP '::' ~ 

B .". ~~rfa)BA~~ UP 
BUSS BAR ~ LAMP-=-= .---_B.R ';' 

NEUTRAL SWI1CH L H 

- r=====-1 BACK UP 

.". R.H. REAR LAMP 

1.---C=:=1--- G-O G.O 

LIGHTING 
SWITCH 

I 
BR·W 

l.H. 

R.H. FRONT 
ASH TRAY 

LAMP 

G 

R.H. 

l.H. 

l.H 
FRONT 

ASH 
TR AY 
LAMP 

L.H CIGAR 
LIGHTER 

LAMP 

TURN SIGNAL INDICATOR SWITCH 

-Exterior and Instrument Lamp Circuits and Turn Signal Circuit 
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THE CONTINENTAL r~ARK II RESTOREPS r,UIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

REAIIl QTR.SWITCH R.H. REAR QTR.MOTOR 
R.H. 00011 MOTOR MOTOR 

RELA~ 

R.H DOOR SWITCH ..'-' 
BLACK 

RELAY 
BL ACK - WHITE BAN 0 

R.H. C.V. MOTOR GREEN
 
15 AMP CIRCUIT ~~__
 GREEN - BL ACK BAND 

UEAKER  GREEN - BROWN BAND 

(\\;;~; . GREEN - RED BAND 
GREEN - VIOLET BAND 
RED 
VIOLET - GREEN SAND 
VIOLET -YElLOW BAND 
YElLOW 
YElLOW - BLUE BAND 

MOTOR YElLOW - BROWN BAND 
YELLOW - RED BAND 

l.H. CX MOTOll 

30 AMP CIRCUIT BREAKER 

l.H. C.V. 
WINDOW MOTOR 

CIRCUIT BREAKER 

IIl·BL 
R·BL 

G·BR 

G·R
R·BL 

~+-......--+---t-il---- B·W --++----i-+--......J.-h 
Y·S 

R·BL 

R YV·G V·Y 

15 AMP. CIRCUIT BREAKER" 
ON RELAY PANEL "'" 

MASTER SWITCH IN l.H. 
30 AMP CIRCUIT BREAKER 

ON RElAY PANEL 

Window ReglllatorCircuit 
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TNt. (,ul'lTI,..t;.i,TAl. l·lARK I I RESTORERS GUIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

R.H. AIR CONDITIONING
 

AIR CON DITIONING SWITCH
 

IGNITION SWITCH 

HEATER BLOWER L.H. 

AIR 

HEATER BLOWER 

__O_BJ------ B-O-I-- O-G 

R-B 

R 

0 

PAN EL O. G 

~)
R.H. BLOWER 

.., CON OIT ION'N G"LAY 

JA/c. RELAY 
CLUTCH t rl 

Y-BR 

TO STARTER RELAY
 
TERM "A"
 

SWITCH 

R-B 

r---1"""------4===::J.+-+-- B-O 

<t--l--+--e==J--- O-B 

L.H_ HEATER BLOWER 

O-B 

0 I' 
AIR CONDITIONING

R-B 
SWITCH 

R 

BR 

R 

.....-4-I--+-BR ....-_-...:~'-' 

HEATER BLOWER SWITCH 

STARTER RELAY TERM "B-

A~ 
R-BL 

IGNITION ~.D~cc
SWITCH 

ST 
TO RELAY 

PANEL 

L.. "": -R-BL

J FAST IDLE 
NEUTRAL SOLENOID 
SWITCH 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B-O BLACK -ORANGE BAND 

BR  BROWN 
0 ORANGE 
O-B ORANGE - BLACK BAND 

O-G ORANGE -GREEN BAND 
R RED 
R-B RED -BLACK BAND 

R-BL RED - BLUE BAND 

W-R WHITE - RED BAND 
Y YELLOW 

Y-B YELLOW - BLACK BAND 

R 

R.H AIC BLOWER 

0 

O-G 

L.H AIC BLOWER 

-Heater and Air Conditioning Blower Circuit 

183 

COPYRIGHT 2010 DIGITAL VERSION
MARKIIFORUM.COM
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



ThE LUNTINlNTAL MAKK II Kl5TORlK~ GuIDE 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

WASHER CONTROL SWITCH 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

BR- BROWN 

O-B ORANGE - BLACK BAND 

R-B RED - BLACK BAND 

W- WHITE 

W-R WHITE - RED BAND 

H EATER SWITCH 

HEATER llLOWER SWI TCH 

W 

W-R I 
W 

BUS BAR ONrRElAY PANEl 

W-R-=-=~ ~ WASHER BOTTL E WINDSHIELD WASHER CIRCUIT 

WASHER CONT ROL SWITCH 

R-B c::::::::J-R-B~ 

HEATER 

L... 

\ 

~-+----1 

BLOWER

SWITCHl r-------o-B-------e::=:::Jo-B.----±---~ 
Y lH HEATER BLOWER MOTOR 

BUS BAR ON
 
RELAY PANEL
 

~-----O-B------_Ic:=:Jc:c:J_-O-B---1 

R-B---------""""-c=J_------.:i----R- B 

R.H HEATER BLOWER MOTOR 

HEATER 8LOWER CIRCUIT 

-Heater Blower Circuit and Windshield Washer Circuit 

1S4 



THE CONTINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

REGULATOR MOTOR VERTICAL 

VERTICAL REGULATOR RElAY 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

8 -R 8LACK- RED 8AND 

8-W 8LACK -WHITE 8AND 

8L-Y 8LUE -YElLOW 8AND 

G GREEN 

G- Y GREEN -YElLOW 8AND 
R- RED 

R-8L RED -8LUE 8AND 

R-Y RED-YElLOW 8AND 

Y YElLOW 

Y·G YEllOW - GREEN 8AND 

REGULATOR MOTOR HORIZONTAl 

15 AMP CIRCUIT BREAKER 
HORIZONTAl REGULATOR RElAY 

30 AMP. CIRCUIT 8REAKER 

VERTI CAL 
REGULATOR MOTOR 

/ 

HORIZONTAL 
REGUL ATOR MOTOR 

n 
8-R 

R-Y 

G---+---........ 

G-Y 

I )G
R-8L 

~ 

- Y---t-----I 

G---+---~~ 

R-8L 

8L-Y 

G 

I 

8L 

L 
REGUL AT OR 

............... r--
'" m-

.... 

R-Y 

R-Y 

T SWITCHSEA 

VERTICA 

l~
DOWN R.Y UP 

AFT FORE 

~ Y-G 

G·Y G 

IHORIZONTAL 
REGUL ATOR 

-8L 

RElAY~ t=r-..... 
.... - -

/ 
R 

Y-G 

G-Y G 

~ 

8-W 
\ 

15 AMP CIRCUIT 
BREAKER 

8US 8AR ON 

RElAY PANEl 

30 AMP. CIRCUIT 8REAKER 

There are ei~ht identical rei ays in the Mark II. Two in each door, two for 
the seat, and one each for the quarter window motors. They are available new. 

-Four-Way Seat Circuit 

, 
_ i-~ 
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THE CONTINENTAL t·1ARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

ELECTRiCAL SYSTEM 

TO ""B" TERMINAL 

ON STARTER RELAY FUSE ON CIGAR LIGHTER INSf. PANEL 

~ BUS58A' hn 
y.B~BL-W __-;==""'''''-----Bl.W THERM'~~ 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

Y·B YELLOW BLACK BAND 

BL-W BLUE WHITE BAND 

CIGAR LIGHTER 
RH DOOR REAR ASH TRAY 

~ 
THERMAL FUSEi"'W 

BL-W 

CIGAR LIGHTER 

TH::M·~~AY 

-Cigar Lighter Circuit 
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THE COtfrINENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

HORN RElAY 

lH HORN 

CLOCK HORN BUTTON 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B-BL BLACK - BLUE BAND 

BL-B BLUE - BLACK BAND 

BL-Y BLUE - YElLOW BAND 

Y-B YEllOW - BLACK BAND 

Y-G YEllOW - GREEN BAN D 

R_H. HORN CENTER HORN 

_G I_=.. 1_I_H_O_R_N_R_E_LA---{Yc::::::=:J1------Ic::::::=:Jc:===I-----BL- Y r1 
HORN BUTTONI 

y 

Y-B----=-=L- Y-B _ 

~ '0 ~OO~'~ ";:';;,',OFST ARTER REIA' 

lH HORN 

B-BL----e TO DOME LAMP SWITCH 

~Y-G-------' 
CENTER LOWER HORN 

-=-=~-C=:::l-,....t=:=I--BL-B---c==:J-----l 
BUSS BAR B-BLR H. HORN 

ELECTRIC WIND CLOCK CIRCUIT 

L--__ Y-G-----I 

-Horn and Clock Circuits t87 



I 

I

ft.'"'" 
[ THti CU.-.TINc"TAL j"iAni'. II ~t:-~"fflrd::~5- BUIUt::.
!.• ,',':, ".:'.!! ELECTRiCAL SYSTEM 
! 

t' 

f 

r' 
! 
! 

I
i.~ 

I 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B BL ACK 

RIGHT HAND
 

UNDER HOOD LIGHT
 

r------------ B--------------. 

®jT::~RY 
- SWITCH 

B 

LEFT HAND 
UNDERHOOD LIGHT 

BUSS BAR 

ON RELAY PANEL 

-Underhood Lamp Circuit 
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ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

GLOVE BOX SWITCH 
& LAMP COMBINED 

RELAY PANEl lH_ COURTESY LAMP SWITCH 

DOME LAMP SWITCH 

DOME LAMP 

WIRING COLOR CODE 

B-BLBLACK -BLUE BAND 

GY·GREEN YELLOW BAND 
BL-B- BLU E - BLAC K BAN D 

.....----------B-Bl------------, 

r----------+------------G-Y------+---, 

G- Y---1----, 

B-Bl ~R.H_DOOR OPERATED SWITCH 

COMBINED B-BL 
G-Y 

G-Y 

B-BL 

~JO; 
BUS BAR ON 
RELAY PANEl 

R_H_COURTESY LAMP 

L-i=?::1===Jr'"
. ~ OFF'" 

TO DOME LAMP & SWITCH 

CLOCK DOME LAMP SWIT~ 
B-BL G-Y 

L ~lH_COURTESY LAMP 

Gl_~==::~~('"DOO' 0""TE D 5 wn C" 

B-BL

-Courtesy Lamp 011'.1 Dome Lamp Circuits 189 
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ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

REAR SPEAKER 

R A DI 0 .___...------ 
....-..... 

BUSS BAR
 

ON RElAY PANEL
 

WI RI N G COLOR CO DE 

B·W BLACK WHITE BAND 

BL-R BLUE RED BAND 

TWO CONDUCTOR WIRE 

SPEAKER GROUND 
WIREBUSS BAR 

ON RELAY PANEL 

RADIO 

INSTRUMENT 

PANEL LAMP 

BL-R	 The rear seat speaker wires are us
ually deteriorated and are wound to

B-W ~ather causin~ a short (is not dan~er
ous) and the speaker will not work. 
Cut the wires	 and replace them with 
new ones. 

REAR SPEAKER 

-Radio Circuit 
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Engine Lubricating System 
A pressure lubricating system employing a full 

flow oil filter is incorporated in the Continental 
Mark II engine. 

The rotor type oil pump, mounted externally at 
the lower left rear of the cylinder block is driven 
by the distributor through an intermediate shaft. 
Thus the oil pump and distributor are driven at 
camshaft speed. 

LUBRICATION DESCRIPTION 
Regu lar lubrication and preventive maintenance 

is necessary for continued peak performance of a 
vehicle. The primary purpose of using a lubricant 
is to reduce friction between moving parts, thereby 
extending the life of such parts. The following is 
presented as an aid to proper lubrication and 
maintenance. This section covers lubrication points, 
mileage intervals, recommended lubricants, and 
miscellaneous operations. 
ENGINE LUBRICATING SYSTEM 
DESCRIPTION 

A pressure lubricating system is used in the 
Continental Mark 1l engine. The oil pump is driven 
by the distributor shaft through a hex-type inter
mediate shaft. Oil is supplied to the pump from the 
oil pan through the intake screen assembly and 
pump inlet tube. The oil leaves the pump through 
a passage in the block which directs the oil to a full 
flow oil filter, where the oil is filtered. See figure 1. 
The oil then passes from the oil filter to the main oil 
passage which extends the full length of the block. 
The main oil passage supplies oil to main bearings, 
camshaft bearings, hydraulic valve lifter supply' 
lines, etc. For further details regarding engine lubri
cation, refer to "Engine Section". 

OIL CHANGE 
The engine oil should be changed every 2,000 

miles or once every 3 months, whichever occurs 
first, under normal driving conditions. 

If the vehicle is operated in dusty or sandy areas, 
it may be necessary to make more frequent oil 
changes. The crankcase inlet air filter cap sub
stantially decreases the amount of gritty and abrasive 
materials which enter the crankcase, however, some 
of the harmful materials will contaminate the oil. 

The oil supplied to the oil pump passes from 
the intake screen assembly of the oil pan into the 
oil pump inlet tube which is mounted on the left 
side of the oil pan. A spring loaded relief valve in 
the oil pump controls the pressure of the system. 
The oil relieved by the relief valve is directed back 
to the intake side of the pump. 

The oil leaves the pump directly through a pas
sage in the block which directs the oil to the filter 
assembly. 

In cold weather operation, where short runs do 
not allow the engine time to reach normal operating 
temperature, water may accumulate in the crankcase 
from condensation. The accumulation of impurities' 
in the oil, along with condensation, form a sludge. 
The sludge interferes with proper oil circulation 
and may cause clogging of screens and passages. 
To keep this condition at a minimum, it is 
recommended that the vehicle be driven sufficiently 
to maintain normal engine temperature. 
IMPORTANT: Always drain the crankcase after 
the engine has reached normal operating tempera
ture. This will help to eliminate the possibility of 
foreign particles clinging to the sides of the oil pan 
and to parts of the engine. 
OIL RECOMMENDATIONS 

The factory-fill oil used in the Continental Mark 
1T engine crankcase is the Service MS type. As 
previously mentioned, this oil should be drained 
after the first 2,000 miles of vehicle operation and 
the refill oil to be used can be determined from the 
following: 

Fig. l-Full Flow Oil Filter 
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Fig. 2-0il Level Indicator and Combination Oil
 
Filler and Road Draft Tube
 

S.A.E. AT EXPECTED 
VISCOSITY TEMPERATURES 

S.A.E. 20 or 20W +32 0 F. and above 

S.A.E. 10 or 10W _10 0 F. to +32 0 F. 

S.A.E. 5W -10 0 F. and below 

QUALITY: The Continental Mark 11 engIne IS 

equipped with hydraulic tappets which present a 
special lubricating condition requiring the use of 
SERVICE MS or DG classification oils exclusively. 

The American Petroleum Institute provides the 
following explanation for SERVICE MS or DG 
oils: 

Service MS-OG 
This oil is designed for use as a HEAVY DUTY 

lubricant. It is recommended for engines where 
severe low temperature service such as start and 
stop driving, or high temperature service is required. 

OIL LEVEL 
The engine requires five (5) quarts of oil, this 

being the refill capacity. When the oil filter cartridge 
is changed, one (1) additional quart of oil is 
required. 

Fig. 3-Location of Oil Filter on Engine 

The oil level should be checked regularly and 
maintained between the "add oil" and "full" marks 
on the oil level indicator. The oil level indicator 
extends down into the oil pan through a guide in 
the right side of engine. See figure 2. Whenever the 
oil level drops to the "add oil" range it requires 
two (2) quarts of oil to bring it up to "full". Do 
not overfill. 

To obtain an accurate reading when checking 
the oil level. be sure the vehicle is on a level sur
face and that a 2 or 3 minute interval has elapsed 
after turning engine off. 

OIL FILTER 
The oil fllter cartridge should be changed at the 

first 2,000 miles of vehicle operation when the 
factory-fill oil is changed. Then, under normal 
driving conditions, it is recommended that the oil 
filter cartridge be replaced every 4,000 miles. In 
dusty areas it may be necessary to change filter 
cartridge more often. 

The location of the oil filter makes it necessary 
that removal and replacement be accomplished 
under the vehicle. See figure 3. 

Oil in the crankcase should be changed each time 
a new oil filter cartridge is installed, and an extra 
quart of oil added to provide for the filter. 

For a complete description and principles of 
operation of the oil filter, see "Engine Section". 
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This cap is a 1956 type Note the kind of hose clamp 

Fig. 6-Steering Idler Arm I! !.Jshings, Tie Rod and 
Connecting Link :::011 Studs 

r-~~ 

-Location of Crankcase Inlet Air Filter Cap 

CRANKCASE VENTILATION 
A completely new ventilation system with newly 

located inlet air filter, baffle, and a combination oil 
fille'r and road draft tube, provides more positive 
crankcase ventilation. The inlet air filter cap, 
located on the front of the valve push rod cover, 
permits filtered air to enter the engine. A baffle 
in the oil pan directs the fume-laden air up through 
the oil filler tube and into the road draft tube where 
the air is expelled from the engine. The combination 
oil filler and road draft tube employs a special oil 
trap to prevent any possibility of oil puJlovcr at 
high speeds. 

To assure propel operation, the crankcase inlet 
air filter cap must be cleaned and oiled periodically. 
Under normal operation, this should be done every 
2,000 miles. In dusty areas, it may be necessary to 
clean the filter cap more often. 

To clean, remove the crankcase inlet air filter 
cap from valve push rod cover by turning cap 
counterclockwise approximately 1/2 turn. See figure 
4. Rinse in cleaning solvent, dry with air pressure 
and saturate filter element with engine oil. 

LUBRICATION RECOMMENDATIONS
CHASSIS AND BODY LUBRICATION 

Chassis and body lubrication is recommended 

Front Suspension 

every 2,000 miles. At intervals of 4,000 miles, 
6,000 miles, etc., various other items require atten
tion and lubrication. 

NOTE: Before lubricating points which have grease 
fittings, wipe dirt from the fittings. 

2,000 Miles - Chassis 
1.	 ENGINE. Change oil in crankcase. See "Oil 

Change" in this section for details. 
2.	 CARBURETOR AIR CLEANER. Wash in 

suitable solvent and drain. Refill with engine 
oil S.A.E. 50 in temperatures above +32 0 F. 
and S.A.E. 20 in temperatures below +32° F. 
Capacity, 1 pint. 

3.	 CRANKCASE INLET AIR FILTER CAP. 
Remove cap and wash in cleaning solvent and 
drain. Wet element with engine oil when dry. 

4.	 FRONT SUSPENSION. Lubricate eight 
lubrication points, four on each side, with 
chassis lubricant. Use pressure gun. See figure 5. 

CAUTION: Do not lubricate rubber bushings. 

5.	 STEERING IDLER ARM BUSHINGS, TIE 
ROD AND CONNECTING LINK BALL 
STUDS. Lubricate seven lubrication points 
with chassis lubricant. Use pressure gun. See 
figure 6. 
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6. UNIVERSAL JOINTS. Lubricate four lubri
cation points with chassis lubricant. Use hand 
gun to avoid possibility of damaging seals. See 
figure 7. 

7.	 REAR SPRING SHACKLE BUSHINGS. 
Lubricate four lubrication points, two on each 
side, with chassis lubricant.Use pressure gun. 
See figure 8. 

8.	 STEERING STOPS. Daub on lubriplate at 
two stops, one on each side. 

9.	 TRANSMISSION. Check fluid level according 
to the following procedure: 
a.	 With the selector lever in "N" (Neutral) 

position and the emergency brake applied, 
run the engine approximately four minutes 
at idle speed. 

" ... 

· i 
';.\ 

i 
;i1

j 

)11
It! 

Fig. 8-Rear Spring Shackle 

Fig. 7-Universal Joints 

b. 

c. 

d. 
e. 

f. 

With the engine on slow idle, move the
 
selector lever to the "P" (Park) position.
 
NOTE: When engine and transmissipn are
 
at normal operating temperature, move the
 
selector lever through all ranges to assure
 
fluid distribution throughout the trans

mission.
 
Raise the hood and wipe top of fluid level
 
indicator. See figure 9.
 
Remove indicator and read fluid level.
 
Add automatic transmission fluid type "A"
 
part number HL-J 9582. if necessary to
 
brin~ the fluid level to the "Full" mark
 
on the indicator.
 
Replace lluid level indicator.
 

10. REAR AXLE HOUSING. Check lubricant 
level and add if required. Clean filler plug and 
surrounding area before removing plug. Lubri
cant levdshould be maintained at filler hole 
opening. Usc lubricant LA-I958 I, S.A.E. 90. 
winter and summer. 

11. POWER STEERING PUl\1P RESERVOIR. 
Check fluid level and add as required to bring 
up to "full" mark. Use automatic transmission 
lluid type "A", part number 8L-19582. See 
Jigure 10. 

12. BRAKE MASTER CYLINDER. Check fluid 
level and add if required. Correct level is 1/4" 
from top of filler opening. Use hydraulic brake 
fluid, part number HACA-I9542. See figure 
II. 

13. EXHAUST THERMOSTAT VALVE. Apply 
lock fluid, part number B4A-19587-A, or 
penetrating oil with graphite mix, to shaft 
bearings. 

14. BATTERY. Check electrolyte level. Level 
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Fig. 9-Transmission Oil Level Indicator and Filler Tube 

should just cover ring in bottom of filler well. 
Add distilled or purified tap water if required. 
Do not use rain or well water. DO NOT 
OVERFILL. Check for worn or corroded 
cables. Terminals should be clean and tight. 

15.	 COOLING SYSTEM. Check radiator coolant 
level. In winter, test anti-freeze solution. 

16.	 FUEL PUMP. Check sediment bowl and clean 
if necessary. (Replace fuel pump filter ele
ment at first 2,000 miles and every 4,000 miles 
thereafter) . 

17.	 TIRES. Check all tires for correct pressure. 
CAUTION: Tires cannot be inflated correctly 
when HOT. Pressure normally increases as 
tires heat up when driving. Do not deflate tires 
to offset this increase in pressure. 

2,000 Miles - Body 
I.	 DOOR LOCKS. Apply lubriplate, part number 

8L-19586, sparingly to striker plate and rotor. 
2.	 DOOR CHECK ARMS. Apply lubriplate, part 

number 8L-19586, sparingly. 
3.	 DOOR HINGES. Apply light engine oil at holes 

provided at hinge joints (four lubrication 
points at each door). 

4.	 HOOD LOCK. Apply lubriplate, part number 
8L-19586, to lock dowel catch. 

5.	 HOOD HINGES. Apply light engine oil to 
hinge assembly pivots, four points at each hinge. 
Apply lubriplate, part number 8L-19586, to 
spring (one at each hood hinge). 

6.	 LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT DOOR 

Fig. lO-Power Steering Pump Reservoir 

LOCK. Apply lubriplate, part number 8L
19586, to rotor. 

7.	 LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT DOOR 
HINGES. Apply light engine oil to hinge assem
bly pivots. 

4,000 Miles - Chassis 
1.	 FUEL PUM P FI LTER. Replace fuel pump 

filter element. (I nitial change of filter element 
to be made at first 2,000 miles of vehicle oper
ation). 

2.	 OIL FILTER. Replace oil filter cartridge ac
cording to the following procedure: 
a.	 Place a drip pan on the floor directly under 

the filter assembly. 
b.	 Remove the through bolt retaining the filter 

to the block assembly and remove filter 
assembly and gasket. 

Fig.	 ll-Power Brake Assembly 
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Fig. 12-Transmission Filler Tube and Converter 
Drain Plug 

c.	 After removal of filter assembly, disassemble 
by removing filter cartridge, gasket, spring 
seat, and spring from housing. Remove the 
center bolt and filter gasket. Discard oil 
filter cartridge. 

d.	 Wash all parts in a suitable cleaning solvent. 
Make sure all openings in the center bolt are 
clean. 

NOTE: When assembling oil filter always 
use new gaskets and filter cartridge. 

e.	 Place new fiber gasket on center bolt and 
install in oil filter cover. 

f.	 Install the spring, spring seat, new neoprene 
gasket, and filter cartridge on the center bolt 
in the filter cover. 

NOTE: Be sure the spring seat tangs are 
engaged to the spring. 

CAUTION: Do not have more than one 
neoprene gasket between the spring seat 
and filter cartridge as this may cause the 
oil by-pass port to be partially covered. 

g.	 Install a new gasket in the cylinder block 
recess over the filter diaphragm. 

NOTE: If baffle diaphragm has been re
moved, make sure it is installed with slots 
at top. 

h.	 Install filter assembly against the gasket and 
tighten the center bolt just enough so the 

filter housing touches the gasket. Rotate 
housing slightly to seat gasket evenly and 
tighten center bolt 20 to 25 Ibs. ft. 

I.	 Start engine and allow it to idle until oil 
pressure is obtained. then increase engine 
speed and check for leaks around filter 
assembly. 

J.	 Check oil level in crankcase and add oil if 
necessary. 

6,000 Miles - Chassis 
1.	 FRONT WHEEL BEARINGS. Clean. inspect. 

and repack. Use wheel bearing grease, part 
number MC-19585. 

2.	 DISTRIBUTOR. Place a few drops of engine 
oil in oil cup. Apply light film of distributor 
grease, part number 8EL-19575, to cam lobes. 

10,000 Miles - Chassis 
1.	 REAR AXLE HOUSING. Drain and refill with 

lubricant, part number LA-19581, S.A.E. 90. 
Use winter and summer. 

2.	 POWER BRAKE AIR CLEANER. Wash in 
cleaning fluid and drain. 

16,000 Miles - Chassis 
1.	 TRANSMISSION. The transmission should be 

drained and refilled, using the following pro
cedure: 
a.	 Remove converter housing lower plate. 
b.	 Drain converter by removing one drain plug. 

then rotate converter 180 0 and remove the 
second drain plug. See figure 12. 

c.	 Drain fluid from transmission by loosening 
filler tube hex nut and moving filler tube 
away from pan. 

d.	 Install transmission filler tube. 
e.	 Add five (5) quarts of automatic transmis

sion fluid type "A". 
f.	 Start engine and allow to idle approximately 

two minutes, then add four (4) quarts of 
fl uid and bring transmission to operating 
temperature. 

g.	 Move selector lever through all ranges. then 
place selector lever in uP" (Park) position 
and check fluid level. (If oil level is not up to 
dipstick level mark, add as required.) 

NOTE: The correct fluid level is determined 
by "FULL" mark on the dipstick rather than 
by	 the quantity of l1uid added. 

16,000 Miles - Body 
1.	 POWER SEAT REGULATOR. Apply lubri

plate, part number 8L-19586, sparingly to 
regulator shafts. 
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CAPACITY CHART 

DESCRIPTION CAPACITY LUBRICANT 

Service MS or DG 
S.A.E. 20 or 20W' 
S.A.E. 10 or lOW 
S.A.E. 5W 

LA-19581, S.A.E. 90, 
winter and summer 
Automatic Transmission Fluid 
Type "A", 8L-19582 
Automatic Transmission Fluid 
Type "A", 8L-19582 
Engine Oil 
S.A.E. 50 
S.A.E. 20 

Crankcase 
+32" F. and above 
_]00 F. to +32° F. 
-10° F. and below 
*Add with Oil Filter Change 

Rear Axle Housing 

Transmission 

Power Steering System 

Carburetor Air Cleaner 
Above +32° F. 
Below +32 0 F. 

Fuel Tank 
Cooling System 
Tire Pressures 

All except Air Conditioning 
Equipped Cars 
8:00 x 15 -4 ply 
Air Conditioning 
Equipped Cars 
8:20 x 15-4 ply 

*5 qts. 

1 qt. 
4 pts. 

10 qts. 

2.5 pts. 

1 pt. 

25 gals. 
24.4 qts. 

FRONT REAR 

26 lbs. 24 Ibs. 

26 Ibs. 24 Ibs. 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE AT 
SPECIFIED MILEAGES 

In addition to the lubrication and inspection 
services covered in this section, the following addi
tional services will maintain the performance of a 
vehicle at peak efficiency. 

2,000 Miles 
1.	 DRIVE BELTS (FAN-WATER PUMP

GENERATOR). Inspect condition of belts. 
Check adjustment of belt tension (1/2" deflec
tion) and tightness of generator adjusting and 
mounting cap screws. 

2.	 SPARK PLUGS. Clean porcelain insulator on 
all spark plugs. 

6,000 Miles 
1.	 ENGINE DIAGNOSIS. Check starter system, 

distributor, spark advance, spark plugs, coil, 
generator, generator regulator, carburetor and 
choke adjustments. Adjust transmission linkage 
and check shift points. 

2.	 Adjust brakes and check operation of hand 
brake. 

3.	 Inspect all light bulbs. 
4.	 Inspect windshield wiper operation and blade 

condition. 
5.	 Rotate tires and check wear. 

6.	 Inspect steering gear and all related parts. 

10,000 Miles 
1.	 Service spark plugs. 
2.	 Check front end alignment. 
3.	 Lubricate speedometer cable. 

16,000 Miles 
1.	 Adjust transmission bands. 
2.	 Inspect front and rear shock absorbers. 
3.	 Inspect and service rear spring liners. 
4.	 Check torque of all body bolts. 
5.	 Tighten all spring clips. 
6.	 Inspect brake lining and drums. 
7.	 Inspect seals at rear wheels. 

SEASONAL SERVICES 
1.	 Radiator - flush, spring and fall. 
2.	 Inspect all hoses - replace if necessary. 
3.	 Add rust inhibitor to coolant each spring. 
4.	 Air Conditioning - wash air filter, check com

pressor oil level, refrigerant lines for leaks, and 
check sight glass for amount of charge. 

5.	 Carburetor - position bowl vent clip (on ac
celerator pump rod) for winter or summer 
operation. 

6.	 Carburetor - position the accelerator pump 
link in proper hole in lever for winter or sum
mer operation. 
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EMULSION CLEANERS-usually composed 
of a solvent such as a high flash naphtha emulsi
fied in a water base. (Emulsion cleaners are 
generally white and creamy in appearance.) 
Emulsion cleaners are used for cleaning smooth 
surface coverings such as vinyl and leather. 

The solvent type cleaners are recommended for 
all soft trim where the soil is grease, asphalt, wax, 
oil, gum, etc., which cannot be removed by foam 
cleaners. Solvent cleaners should not be used for 
cleaning genuine leather. 

Foam cleaners are recommended for cleaning 
nylon, wool, mohair, rayon, cotton, genuine leather 
and surfaces where the soil is dirt, milk, ink. light 
films of oil or grease, etc. The foam cleaners can 
also be used for cleaning rubber floor mats and 
white wall tires. 

Emulsion cleaners are recommended for cleaning 
leather where the soil is grease, oil, asphalt, etc. 
The emulsion cleaners leave a soft feel to the leather 
and do not extract the oil and do not leave the 
leather dry and dull. 

PRECAUTIONS TO OBSERVE WHILE 
CLEANING UPHOLSTERY 
1.	 Since volatile-type cleaners are harmful to rub

ber, those parts where foam rubber is used 
(seat cushions, armrests, etc.) should not be 
soaked with cleaning fluid. 

2.	 Never use gasoline for cleaning upholstery, as 
most brands contain tetraethyl of lead or color
ing which is harmful to fabric. 

3.	 Bleaches or reducing agents should never be 
used, as their use tends to weaken the fabric 
and change or bleach the color of the goods. 

4.	 Do not permit cleaning solvents to come in 
contact with the skin on the upper arms or the 
body. Such contacts sometimes produce local 
irritation, which is unpleasant, if not serious. 

5.	 Do not breathe the fumes of cleaning solvents, 
since they are usually toxic in large quantities. 

6.	 Avoid using hot water and soap unless specifi
cally called for and then follow the instructions 
implicitly. 

CARE OF GENUINE LEATHER 
UPHOLSTERY 

The best cuts of leather have certain scars, horn 
marks, and briar scratches which do not detract 
from the quality or durability but indicate that the 
hide carrying these "blemishes" is of top cut grade 
and the markings are entirely natural. Care of gen
uine leather is relatively simple but important. Dirt 
accumulating on the surface will generate into a 
hard grit which will cut the finish and cause the 
leather to crack or bleed color. Going over the sur

face with a dry cloth occasionally will eliminate this 
accumulation. However, should dirt accumulate 
adhere to the following instructions: 
I.	 Make a light suds using luke warm water and 

saddle soap or Lincoln Foam Cleaner. diluted 
I part cleaner to 2 parts water. Apply lightly 
with brush and allow to remain 2 or 3 minutes. 
Make second application and brush well. Re
move residue with clean soft cloths. 

2.	 Where there is grease, oil or other soil not re
moved by the foam cleaner, use the emulsion 
cleaner, undiluted Lincoln Leather CleJner. 
Where the majority of soil is more readily re
moved with the emulsion cleaner. usc this in 
preference to saddle soap or foam cleaner. It 
will dissolve gum, wax. etc., and still nCft hurt 
the leather. 
CA UTI ON: Polishes and c!eanf'/'s used for aI/to 
body finishes, \'olatile ond other c!rar c!roners, 
naphtha, furniture polishes, oils, wlrnishes or 
housrhold c!eansin!? and bleach in!? (/!?rl1fS 
should nrv('/' he used. 

CARE OF CARPET FLOOR COVERING 
The carpeting in your car may be either \\001. 

or part wool, velvet pile, tapestry, or hair pile con
struction. 

Carpets should be cleaned with a whisk broom 
or vacuum cleaner. If soil remains, a solvent type 
of cleaner may be used, however. extreme care 
should be exercised. so as not to saturate the rug. 
since the cleaner acts as a solvent which may cause 
deterioration of the rubber compound used in con
junction with the backing construction of the carpet. 

Carpets may be cleaned of dirt and soil by the 
use of Lincoln Foam Cleaner. Sweep or vacuum 
clean first. Use Lincoln Foam Cleaner and apply 
freely with a brush until foam disappears. Wipe up 
with a damp sponge or dry towel in the direction 
of nap. 

In all cases, make certain the carpets are thor
oughly dry before closing all window and door 
openings to prevent possible mildew of the carpet. 
CARE OF SPECIFIC OR EMERGENCY 
TYPE OF STAINS 
Battery Acid Stains 

Saturate the area with ordinary household 
ammonia at once and allow to remain on at least 
one minute. Rinse the spot by rubbing with a clean 
cloth, thoroughly wet with cold water. This treat
ment will suffice for both old and new stains. 
Blood Stains 

Using cold water, sponge the stain lightly. If this 
does not remove the entire stain. apply ordinary 
household ammonia and allow to remain at least 
one minute, then sponge again with cold water. 
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Should this action fail, apply a thick paste made of 
corn starch and cold water to the stained area. 
Allow paste to dry, then brush briskly to remove 
dried starch particles. For particularly bad stains, 
several applications may be necessary. 
NOTE: Never use hot water or soap as this will set 
the stain and make its removal practically im
possible. 

Candy (Except Chocolate) Stains 
Moisten a clean cloth in very hot water. Rinse 

out and rub it lightly over the soiled area. If an 
oily spot remains after drying, rub it lightly with a 
cloth moistened with Lincoln Spot Remover or its 
equivalent. It may be necessary to use soapsuds in 
lukewarm water on creams and sticky candies. 
Then, scrape the area with a dull knife. This treat
ment is subsequently followed with a rinsing by 
rubbing the spot with a cloth wet with cold water. 
Chocolate Candy Stains 

Sponge lightly with lukewarm water. After dry
ing, rub lightly with Lincoln Spot Remover. 
Chewing Gum Stains 

Chewing gum can be removed often in one piece, 
if the gum is chilled. Once chilled, the gum has 
lost its adhesion to the fabric and breaks away 
intact easily. Chilling the gum may be done by 
placing an ice cube in a plastic bag on top of the 
gum. Any slight excess of gum left in the fabric 
can be picked up by a rag moistened with Lincoln 
Spot Remover. Another method is to moisten the 
gum with Lincoln Spot Remover and work gum 
from the fabric with a dull knife while it is still 
moist. 
Enamel, Paint, Lacquer Stains 

The older the stain, the harder to remove; con
sequently, all paint stains should be removed as 
soon as possible. If the stain is still wet, remove 
as much as possible with a clean cloth wet with 
Lincoln Spot Remover. For dry stains, saturate the 
area with Lincoln Spot Remover or with a mixture 
of one part denatured alcohol to one part benzene, 
then work out as much of the paint as you can with 
a dull knife. If stain persists, saturate the area with 
the solvent mixture and rub vigorously with a cloth 
saturated with strong, lukewarm soap suds. Rinse 
by sponging with a cloth wet with cold water. 
Fruit Stains 

Apply very hot water to the stain with a clean 
cloth. If stain is very old or deep, it may be 
necessary to pour hot water directly on the soiled 
area. AlIow to dry and use Lincoln Spot Remover 
10 complete the job. (Soap and water are not recom
mended as they will usually set the stain.) Drying 
the cloth through the medium of a hot iron is 
never recommended for the same reason. 

Grease and Oil Stains 
For small grease or oil spots, use a clean cloth 

wet with Lincoln Spot Remover. If the fabric is 
saturated with oil, pour on cleaning fluid and soak 
up quickly with a blotter. Then sponge spot with 
a cloth dampened with Lincoln Spot Remover. If 
a dirty stain remains, due to particles of dirt con
tained in the grease, rub the spot with a clean rag 
saturated with lukewarm suds, rinse off the soap 
with a clean cloth wet with cold water. 
Ice Cream 

Sponge lightly with Lincoln Foam Cleaner or with 
lukewarm soapsuds, using a neutral soap. Rinse 
with cold water and allow to dry. If an oily spot 
remains, rub it ligh·tly with a cloth moistened with 
Lincoln Spot Remover. 
Ink (Writing) Stains 

Use iron rust soap. Apply soap to the stain and 
allow to remain about one minute, then wipe off 
with a dry cloth. Rinse by rubbing with a cloth wet 
with cold water. Ink Eradicator Solution No.1 can 
also be used. Apply solution to stain with an eye 
dropper and then blot with blotting paper. Rinse 
with a cloth wet with cold water. 

NOTE: Ink Eradicator Solution No.2 cannot be 
used, since it changes the color of the fabric. 

Other solutions sometimes effective are oxalic 
acid and sodium acid fluoride (Sodium Biftuoride) 
applied in the same manner outlined for ink 
eradicator. 

Lipstick Stains 
Apply Lincoln Spot Remover with a clean cloth 

and immediately press a blotter firmly on the spot. 
Repeat this operation, using new sections of the 
blotter with each application until stain is no longer 
visible. 
Liquor and Wine Stains 

Treated in the same manner as outlined for fruit 
stains. 
Nausea Stains 

If possible, sponge area with clear cold water 
hefore stain has dried. Using lukewarm soapsuds, 
remove remainder of the stain. Rinse with another 
cloth wet with cold water. Should discoloration 
still show, apply Lincoln Spot Remover. 
Shoe Polish Stains 

White polish will usually come off with a stiff 
brush. If not, moisten wilh cold water, let it dry, 
and then brush briskly with a stiff brush. Black or 
tan polish can be removed with a cloth saturated 
with Lincoln Spot Remover. 
Tar Stains 

Apply Lincoln Spot Remover and scrape area 
with a dull knife. Touch up by rubbing remaining 
5[:l.n with the aforementioned solvent. 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II
 
RESTORERS r,U IDE SECTION 18
 

SPECIFICATIONS
 

CHASSIS DIMENSIONS
 

Wheel Base .' . 
Over-all Length 
Over-all Width 

Over-a 11 Height: 
Curb 
Loaded 

Clearance - Ground to Rear Axle Differential Carrier. 

Tread: 
Front 
Rear 

J2fi in. 
218.5 m. 
77.5 111 

57 tn. 

5fi Ill. 

8.18 in. 

58.5 in 
60.0 in. 

CAPACITIES 

DESCRIPTION LUBRICANT CAPACITY 

Crankcase: 
+32"' F. and above 
_10° F. to 32 c 

- 10° F. and below 
*Add with Oil Filter Change 

Rear Axle Differential 

Turbo-Drive Transmission 

Power Steering System 

Carburetor Air Cleaner (Oil Bath Type): 
Above 32" F. . . 
Below 32° F. 

Fuel Tank 

Cooling System (Less Heater) .. 
With Heater 

Tire Pressures: 
Standard  8:00 x IS: ! 

Front 
Rear 

Air Conditioning Eguipped Cars 8: 20 x 15: 
Front 
Rear 

"---

Service MS or DG 
S.A.E. 20 or 20W 
S.A.E. 10 or j OW 
S.A.E. 5W 
Service MS or DG 

LA-19581, S.A.E. 90, 
Winter and Summer 

Automatic Transmission 
Fluid Type "A", 8L-19582 

Automatic Transmission 
Fluid Type "A", 8L-19582 

Engine Oil 
S.A.E. 50 
S.A.E. 20 

"5 gts. 

1 gt. 

4 pts. 

10 gts. 

2.5 pts. 

I pt. 

25 gals. 

23 gts. 
25.4 gts. 

2fi Ibs. 
241bs. 

26 Ihs. 
241bs. 

..1... . ---'--- ...... 
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ThE COt~n;~C;~T;'L j·;;.R" II 
RESTORERS GUIDE SPECifiCATIONS 

FRONT SUSPENSION 

Type 
Wheel Tread - fnches .. 
Mounting (Coil Spring) 

Wheel Travel: 
Compression 
Rebound .. 
Total 

Wheel Alignment: 
Caster Degrees (Within J / 4 ~ One Side of 

Car to Other) 
Camber Degrees (Within 1/40 One Side of 

Car to Other) .. 
Toe-In Degrees: 

Minimulll 
Maximulll 

Turning Angle (Maximum): 
fnner Wheel 
Outer Wheel 

Wheel Bearing Type 

Front Spring: 
Type 
Use: 

Continental  Domestic: 
Spring Part Number 
Color Code 
Capacity at N0rmal Loaded Height - Lbs. 
Deflection Rate --- Lbs. per Inch 
Height at Normal Load  Inches 
Wire Diameter  Inches 
Free Length  1nches 

Continental- Export: 
Spring Part Number 
Color Code 
Capacity at Normal Loaded Height - Lbs. 
Deflection Rate - Lbs. per Inch 
Height at Normal Load - Inches 
Wire Diameter  Inches 
Free Length  Inches 

Ball Joint, Jndependent 
5R.5 Ill. 

Rubber Pad, Upper and Lower 
Ends of Spring 

4.0 in. 
4.5 in. 
S.5 In. 

3/32 in. 
5/32 in. 

36 0 

26 0 

Tapered Roller 

Helical Coil 

4048042 
Yellow 
2600±50 
450± 17 
9.87 in . 
.736-.744 in. 
15.87 in. 

4049961 
White 
2600±50 
585±20 
9.87 in. 
.776-.784 in. 
14.44 in. 

SHOCK ABSORBERS (FRONT) 

Type ................................ . . . . . . . .
 Telescopic: Eye on Bot to111 End; 
Stud End on Top; Non-Adjustable 

Location .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Inside Coil Springs 
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THE CONTINENTAL ~~ARK I I RESTORERS r:UIDE 

SPECIFICATIONS 

REAR SUSPENSION 

Type.. .. .. " .... Semi-Elliptical Leaf Spring, 
LongitudinaJly Mounted 

Number Used . . . . . . ... . 2 
Leaf End Type .. . . . . . .. .. Tapered 
Anti-Squeak Inserts Full Length Plastic and Paper 

Compound 
Spring Leaf Lubrication ... . ..... None Required 

Spring Mounting: 
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . Fixed Type, Compressed Rubber 

Bushing 
Rear 2.5 Ill. Tension Shackle Threaded 

Bushing
 
Spacing Width . . . . . . . . ... , ..
 38.75 in.
 
Splay Angles ..... . . . . . . .
 10 15' 

Rear Springs - Domestic (Standard): 
Spring Part Number . . .. '" ., 4050281 
Number of Leaves .. . . . . . . . . 8 
Length of Spring . . . . . . . . . . 55.94-56.06 in. 
Capacity at Normal Loaded Height - Lbs. .. . . . . 1300±19 
Deflection Rate - Lbs. per Inch . . . . . . 128-143 
Width of Spring .. . . . . . . . . ... 2 in. 

Rear Springs - Domestic - Air Conditioned: 
Spring Part Number . . . . . . . . 4050282 
Number of Leaves .. .,. . . . . . 8 
Length of Spring . . . . ..... . . . 55.94-56.06 in. 
Capacity at Normal Loaded Height - Lbs. .. . . . . I 350± 19 
Deflection Rate - Lbs. per Inch .. 128-143 
Width of Spring " . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 in. 

Rear Springs - Export (Standard): 
Spring Part Number . . . . .., . . . .. . . 4050284 
Number of Leaves .. . . . , . 10 
Length of Spring .. . . 55.94-56.06 in. 
Capacity at Normal Loaded Height - Lbs. . . . . I 300± 19 
Deflection Rate - Lbs. per Inch .. 161-179 
Width of Spring . . . . . . . . . . 2 in. 

Rear Springs - Export - Air Conditioned:
 
Spring Part Number . . . . . . . . .
 4050283
 
Number of Leaves . . . . . .
 JO
 
Length of Spring . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .
 55.94-56.06 in.
 
Capacity at Normal Loaded Height - Lbs. .. . .....
 1350±19
 
Deflection Rate - Lbs. per Inch . . . ..
 161-179
 
Width of Spring . . . . . . . ..
 2 in. 

,
 

SHOCK ABSORBERS (REAR) 

Type .......................................................................... Telescopic: Eye on Bottom End and 
Upper End; Non-Adjustable 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARK II SPECiFICATIONS 
RESTQRERg GUI~E 

REAR AXLE 
Type Modified Carrier 
Make Spicer 
Gear Ratios 3.07 (43-14) 
Drive Gear: 

Diameter 9.25 in. 
Face Width 1.38 in. 

DitIerential: 
Type 2 pinion 
Bearirlgs Tapered Roller 
Bearing Preload By Shim 
Backlash .003-.008 in. 
Drive Gear Runout - Maximum .002 in. 
Pinion Bearing Adjustment  Inch Pounds: 

Without Seal 8-12 
With Seal 10-20 

Differential Side Thrust Washers  Thickness  Inches. .010/.032 
Pinion Gear Side Thrust Washers  Thickness  Inches. .030/.032 

Axle Shaft: 
Type Integral Hub 
Diameter  Minimum 1.23 in. 
Oil Seal Single Lip Leather, Spring Loaded 
Oil Capacity 4 pints 
Oil Grade: 

Summer S.A.E.90 
Winter-Above 10° S.A.E.90 
Winter-Below 10° S.A.E. 9() 

Oil Type LA-195R I 
Oil Change  Miles 10,000 

Drive Shaft: 
Type 2 pc. Exposed 
Length: 

Front 30.68 10. 

Rear 23.66 in. 
Outside Diameter 2.00 in. 
Wall Thickness 0.083 10. 

Universal Joints: 
Front Type Bolted to Transmission Output Shaft 

Bearings Needle Roller 
Rear Type Flanged "U" Bolt 

Bearings Needle Roller 
Intermediate Type Slip Jnint 

Bearings Needle Roller 
Intermediate Support: 

Bearing Type .. Rubber Insulated Ball Bearing. 
Frame Mounted 

TRANSMISSION 
Type . Torque Converter 
Gear Ratios: 

1st . 2.40 
2nd . 1.46 
3rd . 1.0: I 
Reverse . 2.0: I 
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THE CONTINENTAL r·1ARK II 
RESTORERS GU IDE SPECIFICATIONS 

FOOT BRAKE 

Type , .. . " " . 

Brake Pedal Suspension 

Brake Drum Diameter .... .... . . . . . . . ..... 
Brake Drum Maximum Bore Diameter . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Braking Area (Square Inches) . . 
Braking Distribution: 

Front. . .. . . 
Rear . . 

Hydraulic System: 
Master Cylinder Location . . . . . . 
Hydraulic Line Diameter 

Brake Lining: 
Material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. , .. 
Width, Front Linings .. . . 
Width, Rear Linings . . . . . . . . 

Wheel Cylinder Bore Diameter: 
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rear . . " . . 

Master Cylinder Bore Diameter: 
Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

"Duo-Servo" Single Anchor Internal 
Expanding, Self-energizing, 4 Wheel 
Hydraulic 
Pendant Type From Instrument 
Panel Bracket 
12 in. 
12.060 in. 
207.54 in. 

55.5% 
44.5% 

On Dash Panel Engine Compartment 
3/16 in. 

Molded Asbestos 
2.5 in. 
2.0 in. 

1Yl:! in. 
15/16 in. 

0.656 in. 

HAND BRAKE 

Type 

Location . . . . . 
Brake Lever Location 

. 

.. 
. 

. . 

"Cane" Handle Pull On-Twist Release 
Mechanical, Cable Operated 

On Rear Wheels 
Left of Steering Wheel-Below 

Instrument Panel 

WHEELS 

Type . . 
Rim Width " . 
Wheel Size. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. '" 
Type of Mounting . . 

Disc-Drop Center Rim 
6.00 in. 
15 x 6L 
5 R.H. Studs 

TIRES 

Low Pressure-Tubeless
White Sidewall 

Number of Ply (Standard) .. 

Type 

4 
Tire Size: 

All Except Air Conditioning Equipped Cars. . . . . . .. 8:00 x 15
 
Air Conditioning Equipped Cars " . . . . . . .. . .....
 8:20 x 15 

Inflation Pressure (Lbs.	 Per Sq. In.): 
Front. . '" . . . . . . . .. . . 261bs.
 
Rear . . . . . .
 24 lbs. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

COOLING SYSTEM
 

Radiator: 
Type ..... ... .. .. " " 
Size: 

Width .. . 
Height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Thickness for ~~H~r: ~o.o.' .1r¢, ~I)c;r:~~s.e .s;1~~" 
Radiator Core Frontal Area . . . . . . . . . . 

Drain Cock Location . . . . . . . ... 
Radiator Mounting . . . . 

Water Capacity: 
Total Capacity (No Heater) . . . . . . . . . . 
Recommended Capacity . . . . . . 
Additional Capacity with Heater Units . 

Water Pump:
 
Type .... .... .. ..
 
Lubrication .. '" .. . . . .
 
Drive"Arrangement (Standard) . . . .
 

Water Pump Impeller to Housing Clearance. . . . 
Water Pump Pulley or Pulley Hub to Pump Housing 

Mounting Face Alignment . . . . . .... 

Thermostats: 
Type .. .. .. .. .. 
Opening Temperature oF. .. . . . ... 
Fully Opened OF. . . . ... 
Number Used . .. .. .., . . . . . 
Location . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
By-Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Radiator Cap:
 
Type .. . .
 
Operating Pressure (p.s.T.)
 

Fan: 
Type.. '" .... " 
Blade Spacing . . . . . . 
Outside Diameter .. . . . .. 
Drive .. 

Belts:
 
Type .. ., " .... ..
 
Number Used . . .. ..
 
Driving Pulley . . . . . ...
 
Fan Belt Adjustment . . . . . . . . . . . .
 
Recommended Defkction Between Generator Pulley
 

and Water Pump Pulley - Right Side .. 
L......	 .....;... • ---L 

Corrugated Fin and Tube 

21.92 in. 
17.20 in. 
2.25 in.
 
377 sq. in.
 
Left Rear of Bottom Tank
 
2-Bolt Tire Carcass Mounting to
 

Frame 

23 qts.
 
22 qts. USE COOLANT
 
2.4 qts. BE SURE HOSES DO NOT 

COLLAPSE UNDER PRESSURE 

Centrifugal Packless 
Permanently Lubricated 
Dual Belts Drive Fan, Pump and 
Generator 

.025-.035 in. 

5.340 in. From Front Face of Pulley 

Choke By-pass Metal Cartridge
 
168°-173°
 
192°
 
1 
Intake Manifold Outlet 
Controlled Recirculation 

Vented-Controlled Pressure 
12-15 

5 Blades-Curved Tips 
Unequal 
18.25 in. 
"V"	 Belt - Same Belt Drives 

Water Pump and Generator 

"V" Belts 
2 
Mounted On Crankshaft 
Generator Bracket 
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THE CONTINENTAL MARI< II 
RESTORERS GUIDE SPECifiCATIONS 

FUEL SYSTEM 

Fuel Pump: 
Minimum Booster Pump Vacuum (Hg) Cd 500 Engine 

R.P.M . 
Fuel Pump Static Pressure ~ 500 Engine R.P.M . 
Minimum Fuel Pump Volume (flow) @ 500 Engine 

R.P.M . 
Fuel Pump Eccentric Total Lift-Camshaft . 
Fuel Pump Push Rod Length . 
Fuel Pump Push Rod Diameter . 
Fuel Pump Push Rod to Bearing Clearance-

Recommended Service Maximum . 
Minimum Fuel Pump (Intake) Vacuum (HG) @ 500 

Engine R.P.M . 
Carburetor: 

Type , . 
Specified Carburetor Fuel Level Allowable Tolerance 

± 1/32 in . 

Spark Control Valve Opens (Hg) . 
Power Valve Operating Vacuum Limits (Hg) . 
Dashpot Adjustment . 
Main Metering Jet Identification Number 

(0-5000 Ft. Alt.) . 
Secondary Venturi Metering Jet Identification Number 

(0-5000 Ft. Alt.) . 
Spark Control Valve Identification Number . 
Power Jet Assembly Identification Number ., . 
Spark Control Valve Metering Jet Identification Number .. 

Carburetor Air Cleaner: 
Oil Capacity (Pint) . 
Recommended Oil Viscosity S.A.E. (Above +32 0 F. 

Ambient Temp.) . 
Recommended Oil Viscosity S.A.E. (Below +32 0 F. 

Ambient Temp.) . 
Thermostat-Carburetor Fresh Air Intake: 

Starts to Open (0 F.) . 
Fully Opened (0 F.) . 

10.0 
4.0-6.0 

I pint within 20 seconds 
.210-.230 in. 
5.70-5.90 in. 
.493-.494 in. 

.012 in. 

6.0 

Quadruple Down Draft 

1/2 in. Rclow Top Surface of 
Float Bowl 

8.0-10.0 
7.5-9.0 
.045-.064 in. 

60 

120 
25 
52 
35 

50 

20 

75 
95 

IGNITION SYSTEM 

Distributor: 
Rotation Viewing Top .. . . · . .. ....... 
Contact Spacing . . . . · . · . . . . . 
Dwell @ Idle · . . . . . . . 
Breaker Arm Tension (oz. ) .. . . · . . . 
Distributor Shaft End Play: 

Installed . . . · . . . · . . . . . . 
Removed . . .. 

Distributor Shaft Backlash - Installed . . . . 

lie 

Counterclockwise 
.014-.016 in. 
26D-281/z 0 

17-20 

.004-.020 In. 

.022-.030 in. 

.004-.010 In . 

ii 
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Tlli': CCl~TI;,j[iHAL j·j;:.ht, II 
RESTORERS GUIDE SPECIFICATIONS 

IGNl'rlON SYSTEM 

Condenser Capacity - Mfds. . . 
Maximum Initial Ignition Timing B.T.D.C. . 

Spark Advance Curve and Advance Characteristics: 

Vacuum Advance 
Distributor (lnclles of Distributor 

R.P.M. Mercury) Degrees 

0°-+-112 ° 
1/<1 ° _ JI/<1 ° 

.12350 

.21
 
600
 
400 

3° _4° 
800 

.46 
5Yl ° - 6Yl ° 

1000 
.70 

6% ° - 8° 
1200 

.90 
8Ylo-9Jho 

1500 
1.09 

1OYl ° - 11112 ° 
2000 

1.42 
12%°_14°1.88 

Timing Mark Location . 
Spark Plugs: 

Type . 
Size . 
Gap . 
Torque (Ft. Lbs.) . 

Coil: 
Amps. Draw: 

Engine Idling . 
Engine Stopped . 

Ignition Resistor: 
Resistance (a 75 0 F. . 

.21-.25 
8° 

Crankshaft Damper 

Champion No. 860 
18 MM 
.032-.036 in. 
15-20 

2.5 Amps. 
4.5 Amps. 

1.30-1.40 Ohms 

Battery: 
Volts 
Plates 
Rating (Ampere Hrs.) 
Size: 

Width
 
Length
 
Height (Over-all )
 

Terminal Grounded
 
Location In Car
 

Starting Motor: 
Type 
Cranking Speed (Warm Engine) : 

Engine R.P.M.
 
Amps
 

ELECTRICAL 

....-.. 

1~ 
78 
65 

5.5 in. 
14.25 in. 
8.9 in. 
Negative 
Engine Compartment-Center Rear 

Series 

150-180 
155-190 
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THE CONTINE~rrAL t~RK II PESTORERS GUIDE 

SPECIFICATIONS 

ELECTRICAL 

Rear Turn Signal and Stop Tail Light . 

No. Bulbs 
Required 

Candle Power 
or Wattage 

Trade 
No. 

2 32/4 c.P. 1034 
License Plate . 1 3 c.P. 67 
Instrument Panel: . 

1nd icators: 
] 8 2 c.P. 57 

High Beam . 1 
Turn Signal . 2 
Fuel \Varning . 

Panel Illumination: 
1 

I nstrument Cluster . 6 
Lower Control Panel . 4 
Heater and Vent Control Panel . 4 

Map and Courtesy . 2 6 c.P. 89 
Dome, Rear Seat Center or Roof Rail . 1 15 c.P. 1003 
Cigar Lighter Socket . 3 1 c.P. 1445 
Automatic Transmission Quadrant . 1 1 c.P. 53 
Front Ash Trays . 2 1 c.P. 1445 
Back Up Lamps . 2 21 C.P. 1141 
Glove Compartment . 1 2 c.P. 57 
Luggage Compartment . 1 3 c.P. 68 
Engine Compartment . 2 15 c.P. 1003 or 93 
Automatic Headlamp Dimmer Pilot . 

Fuses and Circuit Breakers: 
Headlamps, Hi Beam Indicator, and Automatic 

Headlamp Dimmer Pilot . 
Auxiliary Lamps (Park, Rear, Jnstrument Panel, Road, 

Luggage Compartment, Automatic Headlamp Dimmer 
Control, Compass Lamp) . 

Interior Lamp (Map, Glove Box, Dome and Courtesy) . 
Turn Signals and Indicators . 
Heater Blowers . 
Radio . 
Clock-Electric Wind . 
Cigar Lighter . 
Magnumatic W IS. Washer . 
Back Up Lamps . 
Electric Window and Seats: 

Circuit Breaker-Window Motor . 
Circuit Breaker-Seat Motor . 

All Armature Circuits . 
All Field Circuits . 

Underhood Lamps . 
Stoplights . 
Automatic Headlamp Dimmer . 
Air Conditioning . 

'--

1 1 c.P. 53 

12 Amp Circuit Breaker 

12 Amp Circuit Breaker 
SFE 7.5 Fuse 
SFE 7.5 Fuse 
1 SFE 14 Fuse 
SFE 7.5 Fuse 
] AG-l Fuse 
SFE-20 Fuse 
SFE 7.5 Fuse 
SFE 7.5 Fuse 

1-] 5 Amp. Per Window Motor 
1-15 Amp. Common to Both 
Seat Motors 
] -30 Amp. Circuit Breaker 
1-15 Amp. Circuit Breaker 
SFE 7.5 Fuse 
12 Amp. Circuit Breaker 
AGC 3 Fuse 
SFE 20 Fuse 

--' .•..__..L... .208 
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THE CONTINE~ITAL MARK II 
RESTORERS GUIDE SPECIFICATIONS 

ELECTRICAL 

Free Run-12 Volts: 
Maximum Amps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 
Maximum Speed . " . . . .. .. 

Armature: 
Type Drive. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 
Number of Pinion Teeth .. . . . . . . . . 
Number of Ring Gear Teeth . . . . . . . . .. . . 
Ratio " .. . . 
Lubrication . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

Brushes: 
Numrer Used. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Original Length (I nches) .. . . . . '" .. 
Spring Tension (oz.) .. . 

Generator: 
Type........ . . 
Volts " . . . . . . . . . . .. .,. . . . . . . 
Amps.. .. ., . . 
Watts . . . . . . .. .. . . 
Brushes: 

Number Used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Original Length .... . . . . . . . . . . . 
Spring Tension (oz.) .. . . . . 

Field: 
~ 

Field Current @ 15V (Hot) . . . . . . ..... . 
Pulley: 

Pitch Diameter '" . . . . . . . . . .. '" . 
Number of Sheaves . . . . . . 
Ratio . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bolt Width . . . . . . . . 
Cut-in-Speed (Generator R.P.M.) . . 
Rated Output Speed (Generator R.P.M.).. . . 

Regulator: 
Type . 
Cut Out: 

Volts to Close. . . . .. .. . . 
Reverse Current to Open (Amps.) . . 

Voltage Regulation @ .750 F. (Volts) .. . . 
Current Limit (Amps.) ., . . 

Automatic Headlamp Dimmer: 
Dim Distance (Feet-Nominal) 
Hold Distance (Feet-Nominal) 

Lamp Description: 

Headlamp-High Beam/Low Beam . . . . . . . 
Front Turn Signal/Parking .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

120 Amps. 
4,800 R.P.M. 

Bendix "Folo-Thru" 
9 
152 
16.9 to 1 
Permanent 

4 
.43-.46 
48-56 

Shunt 
15 
30 
450 

2 
.86 in. 
26-34 

1.5-1.6 

3.40 in. 
2 
2 to 1 
1;2 m. 
1250 
2500 

3 Unit 

12.0-12.8 
2-6 
14.6-15.4 
28-32 

1,000-1,200 
2,000-2,400 

No. Bulbs 

Required 
Candle Power 

or Wattage 
Trade 
No. 

2 
2 

50/40 W 
32/4 c.P. 

5400 
1034 
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POWER STEERING
 

Type 
Gear Ratio 
Over-all Ratio 
Turns of Wheel for Full Left to Right Turn. 
Steering Wheel: 

Number of Spokes
 
Rim Material
 
Wheel Diameter
 
Horn Button Type
 

Power Steering Hydraulic Fluid: 
Type 
Capacity 

Recirculating Ball 
17.5 to I 
20.9 to 1 
3.44 

3 
Plastic Over Steel Core 
17 in. 
Horn Ring 

M-4731-A 
2.5 pts. 

ENGINE 

General Specifications: 
Number of Cylinders & Valve Arrangement . 
Firing Order . 
Bore and Stroke . 
Piston Displacement - Cu. Jn. . . 
Compression Ratio . 
Engine Fuel Requirements (Minimum) . 
Compression Pressure at Cranking Speed . 
Engine Idle R.P.M. (Neutral) (Preliminary) . 
Engine Idle R.P.M. (Drive Range) . 
Engine Idle Manifold Vacuum (HG.) Specified Idle 

R.P.M. (Sea Level) . 
Init;al Engine Ignition Timing B.T.D.C. . 
Maximum Initial Ignition Timing B.T.D.C. . 
Engine Oil Pressure (Hot) (a 2,000 

Engine R.P.M. (P.5.I.) . 
Cylinder Block: 

Cylinder Bore Diameter  Standard Size: 
Minimum " , . 
Maximum . 

Cylinder Block-Minimum Cylinder Wall Thickness-
Standard Bore Size . 

Cylinder Bore Out of Round  Maximum (New Bore) .. 
Cylinder Bore Out of Round  Recommended 

Service Maximum . 
Cylinder Bore Taper  Maximum (New Bore) . 
Cylinder Bore Taper  Recommended 

Service Maximum . 
Cylinder Bore Surface Finish  R.M.S . 
Cylinder Block Main Bearing Bore Diameter: 

Color Coded  Red . 
Color Coded  Blue . 

Cylinder Block & Main Bearing Cap Assy. Thrust 
Bearing Mating Face Runout T.I.R . 

Cylinder Block Cam Bearing Bores - Diameter . 
Center to Center Distance  Cylinder Block Main 

Bearing to Cam Bearing Bores . 

8-90° "V" O.H.V. 
1-5-4-8-6-3-7-2 
4.00 x 3.66 
368 
9.0: I 
Premium 
150 P.5.I. 
475-500 
425-450 

18-19 
')0 

8° 

45-50 

4.0000 in. 
4.0024 in. 

.190 in. 

.0005 in. 

.005 in. 

.001 in. 

.008 in. 
20-35 

2.8160-2.8164 in. 
2.8164-2.8168 m. 

.001 in. 
2.2495-2.2505 in. 

5.151-5.153 in. 
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ENGINE 

Cylinder Block Tappet Bores  Diameter . .875-.876 in. 
Distributor Shaft Bearing Bore  Diameter . .4525-.4535 in . 
Fuel Pump Push Rod Bearing Bores  Diameter " . .499-.501 Ill. 

Crankshaft to Rear Face of Cylinder Block 
Maximum Runout . .005 in. 

Cylinder Block Head Gasket Surfaces  Flatness . .002" in any 6" or .004" overall 
Cylinder Block Head Gasket Surface Finish 

R.M.S. (Maximum) . 90 
Cylinder Block  Distributor Mounting Pad to 

Distributor Gear Thrust Boss (Dimension) . 4.978-4.981 in. 
Cylinder Block  Thrust Bearing Bore Width . .9175-.9190 in. 
Cylinder Block  Distributor Mounting Base 

Counter Bore Diameter . 1.500-1.501 Ill. 

Cylinder Head: 
Cylinder Head Combustion Chamber c.c. Volume . 84.3-87.3 
Cylinder Head  Head Gasket Surface  Flatness . .002" in any 6" or .004" overall 
Cylinder Head  Head Gasket Surface Finish 

R.M.S. (Maximum) . 90 
Valve Guide Bore Diameter Intake (Standard): 

Color Coded  Red . .34~0-.3435 in. 
Color Coded - Green . .3435-.3440 in. 

Valve Guide Bore Diameter Exhaust (Standard): 
Color Coded  Red . .3430-.3435 in. 
Color Coded  Green . .3435-.3440 in. 

Valve Seat Width: 
Exhaust . 5/64-3/32 in. 
Intake . 1/16-5/64 Ill. 

Valve Seat Angle . 45° 
Valve Seat Runout  Maximum T.I.R . .002 in. 
Valve Seat Runout  Recommended Service Maximum .. .0025 in. 

Crankshaft: 
Number of Main Bearing Journals . 5 
Main Bearing Journa1 Diameter (Standard): 

Color Coded  Blue . 2.6235-2.6239 in. 
Color Coded  Red . 2.6239-2.6243 in. 

Connecting Rod Journal Diameter (Standard): 
Color Coded  Blue . 2.2482-2.2486 in. 
Color Coded  Red . 2.2486-2.2490 in. 

Main Bearing Journals Runout  Recommended 
Service Maximum T.1. R. . . .003 in. 

Main Bearing Journals Out of Round  Recommended 
Service Maximum .. , . .0005 in. 

Crankshaft  Thrust Bearing Journal (Length) . 1.124-1.126 in. 
Main Bearing Journal Fillet Radii . .075-.090 in. 
Main Bearing Journal Thrust Face Surface Finish 

R.M.S. (Maximum) . 20-Ground, 25-Turned & Polished 
Main Bearing Journal Thrust Face Runout (Maximum) .. .001 In. 

Main and Connecting Rod Bearing Journal Surface 
Finish  R.M.S. (Maximum) . 12 

Connecting Rod Bearing Journal Fillet Radii . .055-.070 in. 
Connecting Rod & Main Bearing Journal Taper-

Length of Journal-Recommended Service Maximum .. .001 in. 
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ENGINE 

Connecting Rod Journal Out of Round-
Recommended Service Maximum 

Crankshaft (free) End Play  Recommended 
Service Maximum 

Crankshaft (Flywheel Contact Face) Runout 
(Maximum) 

Crankshaft (Sprocket Contact Face) Runout 
(Maximum) 

Crankshaft (Sprocket Assembled Face) Runout-
Recommended Service Maximum 

Piston and Piston Pin: 

Piston Diameter Standard (2 Grades Available for 
Service) Piston Diameter Measured at Bottom of Skirt: 

Grade Number 2 
Grade Number 6 

Piston to Cylinder Bore Clearance  Recommended 
Service Maximum 

Piston Skirt Taper 
Top of Piston to Top of Cylinder Bore Clearance 

(Piston @ T.D.C.) 
Ribbon Pull  New Piston in New Cylinder Bore Lbs. 

(.0015 x 0.5 Feeler Gage) 
Ribbon Pull  New Piston in Used Cylinder Bore Lbs. 

(.002 x 0.5 Feeler Gage) 
Ribbon Pull  Used Piston in Used Cylinder Bore Lbs. 

(.003 x 0.5 Feeler Gage) 
Piston Ring  Groove Width: 

Upper  Compression 
Lower  Compression 
Oil 

Piston Pin Diameter  Standard (Color Marked-
Green) 

Piston Pin Diameter .00 I Oversize (Color Marked 
Blue) 

Piston Pin Diameter. 002 Oversize (Color Marked-
Yellow) 

Piston Pin Length 
Piston Pin to Piston Clearance  Recommended 

Service Maximum 
Piston Pin to Connecting Rod Bushing Clearance-

Recommended Service Maximum 
Piston Ri ngs  Compression: 

Piston Ring Width: 
Upper 
Lower 

Piston Ring Side Clearance  Upper 
Recommended Service Maximum 

Piston Ring Side Clearance  Lower-
Recommended Service Maximum 

Piston Ring Gap Width  Upper and Lower 
(Standard Bore) . 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

.OOOS in. 

.012 in. 

.002 in. 

.001 in. 

.007 m. 

3.9993-3.9996 in. 
4.000S-4.0008 m. 

.004 in. 

.0000-001 in. 

.019-.03S in. 

6-12 

6-12 

6-12 

0.795-.0ROS in. 
.0945-.0955 In. 

.1880-.1890 In. 

.9120-.9123 in. 

.9130-.9133 in. 

.9140-.9143 in. 
3.162-3.176 in. 

.0008 In. 

.0008 in. 

.0775-.0780 in. 

.0925-.0935 in. 

.006 In. 

.006 in. 

.013-.030 in. 
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ENGINE
 

Piston Ring - Oil: 
Piston Ring Width . 
Piston Ring Gap Width (Standard Bore) . 
Piston Ring Side Clearance-

Recommended Service Maximum . 
Camshaft: 

Number of Bearings . 
JouwaJ Diameter - Standard . 
Recommended Camshaft Journal Runout-

Maximum (Tl.R.) . 
Camshaft Journal to Bearing Clearance-

Recommended Service Maximum . 
Camshaft Bearing in Cylinder Block Inside Diameter 

(Standard Bearing) . 
Camshaft Bearing Wall Thickness: 

Standard Bearing . 
.0 15 Undersize Service Bearing . 

Camshaft (Sprocket Contact Face) - Runout (T1.R.) 
Camshaft Timing Sprocket Front Face Runout 

(Assem bled) (Tl.R.) Recommended Service 
Maximum . 

No.1 Camshaft Bearing Location in Relation to 
Front Face of Cylinder Block Cam Bearing Bore .... 

Hydraulic Tappet Leak-Down Rate  New Tappet 
(Seconds) . 

Hydraulic Tappet Leak-Down Rate - Used Tappet 
(Seconds) . 

Intake Valve Lift (Zero Lash) - Theoretical . 
Exhaust Valve Lift (Zero Lash) - Theoretical . 
Camshaft Lift (Lobe) -Intake - Recommended 

Service Minimum . 
Camshaft Lift (Lobe) - Exhaust  Recommended 

Service Minimum . 
Intake Tappet Lift (Opens) B.T.D.C. . 
Intake Tappet Lift (Closes) A.B.D.C. " . 
Exhaust Tappet Lift (Opens) B.B.D.C. . 
Exhaust Tappet Lift (Closes) A.T.D.C. . 
Intake Tappet Lift (Opens) A.T.D.C. . 
Intake Tappet Lift (Closes) A.B.D.C. . 
Exhaust Tappet Lift (Opens) B.B.D.C. . 
Exhaust Tappet Lift (Closes) B.T.D.C. . 
Intake Valve Lash Setting: 

Preliminary-Cold . 
Final-Hot . 

Exhaust Valve Lash Setting: 
Preliminary-Cold . 
Final-Hot . 

Valve Mechanism: 
Valve Tappet to Tappet Bore - Clearance 

Recommended Service Maximum . 
Valve Stem Diameter Standard - Intake 

Color Coded - Red . 
Color Coded - Green . 

. I R60-. I R65 111. 

.0 I0-.027 in. 

.005 Ill. 

5
 
2.1240-2.1247 in.
 

.005 in. 

.006 Ill. 

2.1263-2.1268 111. 

.0607-.0617 111 . 

.06R2-.0692 111. 

.001 Ill. 

.0La in. 

.005-.020 Below 

10-45 

6-45 
0418 in. 
0418 in. 

.256 in. 

.256 in. 
18° (a' .002 in. 
27° (a' .004 in. 
59° (iz' .002 in. 
31 ° (li' .004 in. 
36° (a' . I 00 in. 
16° (a' .100 in. 
5° (a .IOOin. 

25° (!( .100in. 

Hydraulic 
Hydraulic 

Hydraulic 
Hydraulic 

.0025 in. 

.3415--.3420 in. 

.3420--.3425 in. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

ENGINE 

Valve Stem Diameter Standard - Exhaust:
 
Color Coded - Red .
 .3405-.3410 in. 
Color Coded - Green . .3410-.3415 in. 

Valve Stem Diameter (Exhaust):
 
.003 Oversize .
 .3435-.3445 in. 
.015 Oversize . .3555-.3565 in . 
.030 Oversize . .3705-.3715 in. 

Valve Stem Diameter (Intake):
 
.003 Oversize .
 .3445-.3455 m. 
.015 Oversize . .3565-.3575 in . 
.030 Oversize . .3715-.3725 in. 

Rocker Arm, Rocker Shaft Bore Diameter . .783-.784 in. 
Rocker Arm Shaft O. D. . . .780-.781 in. 
Rocker Arm to Rocker Shaft Clearance 

Recommended Service Maximull1 . .006 m. 
Rocker Arm Lift Ratio - Valve Push Rod to Valve . 1.60: I 
Valve Push Rod Length . 9.62 in. 
Valve Push Rod Runout Maximum . .020 in. 
Valve Tappet Diameter (Standard) . .8740-.8745 in. 
Oversize Valves (Stem Diameter) Available - Service . .003, .015, .030 in. 
Valve Stem to Valve Guide Clearance Intake 

Recommended Service Maximum .
 .004 in. 
Valve Stem to Valve Guide Clearance Exhaust-


Recommended Service Maximum .
 .005 m. 
Valve Head Diameter:
 

Intake .
 2.000-2.010 in. 
Exhaust . 1.630-1.640 in. 

Valve Seat Face Runout (Intake & Exhaust) 
Recommended Service Maximum . .002 in.
 

Valve Spring Free Length (Approximate) ,
 2.120 in.
 
Valve Spring Out of Square (Maximum) .
 .062 m. 

j Valve Spring Pressure (Lhs.) (a, Specified Length (Valve 
.!. 60 @ 1.800 in. 

Valve Spring Pressure (Lbs.) (a Specified Length (Open 
Valve) Recommended Service Minimum . 

Closed) Recommended Service Minimum . 

165 @ 1.380 in.
 
Connecting Rod:
 

Piston Pin Bushing-Inside Diameter - Standard Size ..
 .9123-.9126 m. 
Connecting Rod - Piston Pin Bushing Out of Round 

(Maximum) . .0001 in.
 
Connecting Rod Piston Pin Bushing Taper (Maximum) ..
 .0001 m. 
Connecting Rod Crankshaft Bearing Bore Diameter


Standard Size:
 
Color Coded - Red .
 2.4002-2.4006 in. 
Color Coded - Blue . 2.4006-2.4010 in. 

Connecting Rod Crankshaft Bearing Bore Out of 
Round (Maximum) . .0004 m.
 

Connecting Rod Crankshaft Bearing Bore (Width) .
 .9315-.9335 in. 
Connecting Rod Crankshaft Bearing Bore Taper 

(Maximum) . .0004 in.
 
Connecting Rod Length (Center to Center) .
 7.064-7.066 in. 
Connecting Rod -Twist Total Difference (Maximum) .. .004 in.
 
Connecting Rod-Bend Total Difference (MaximulI1) ...
 .004 in.

"'---- .,," __--L ...... 2 



THE CONTINENTAL ~1ARK I I SPECIFICATIONSRESTORERS GUIDE 

ENGINE 

Connecting Rod A~semhlie~ (Assembled to Crankshaft) 
Side Clearance Recommended Service Maximum .... 

Oil Pump (Rotor Type): 
Oil Pressure Relief Valve Spring Tension (lbs.) ~ 

Specified Length . 
Oil Pump Drive Shaft to Housing Bearing Clearance . 
Oil Pres~ure Relief Valve Piston Clearance . 
Oil Pump Rotor Assembly  End Clearance (Pump 

Assembled) . 
Oil Pump Drive Shaft Length (Measured from Rotor 

Assembly Face to Shaft End) . 
Oil Pump Outer Race to Housing  Clearance 

Radial . 
Oil Pump (Gear Type) : 

Oil Pressure Relief Valve Spring Tension (Lbs.) (a> 

Specified Length . 
Oil Pump Drive Shaft to Housing Bearing Clearance . 
Oil Pump Drive Shaft to Cover Bearing Clearance . 
Oil Pressure Relief Valve Piston Clearance . 
Oil Pum p Gears End Clearance (Pump Assembled) . 
Oil Pump Driven Gear to Shaft Clearance . 
Oil Pump Drive Shaft (Cover Bearing End) Length 

(Measured from Gear Face to Shaft End) " . 
Oil Pump Gears to Housing Clearance (Radial) . 

Bearing-Crankshaft Main (Copper Lead) : 
Main Bearing to Crankshaft Journal Actual Clearance-

Recommended Service Maximum . 
Main Bearing Wall Thickness Standard Bearings: 

Color Coded  Red . 
Color Coded  Blue . 

Crankshaft  Main Thrust Bearing Flange  Width '" 
Bearing  Crankshaft Connecting Rod (Copper Lead): 

Connecting Rod Bearing to Crank Pin Actual Clearance 
Recommended Service Maximum . 

Connecting Rod Bearing Wall Thickness (Std. Bearings): 
Color Coded  Red . 
Color Coded  Blue . 

.017 in. 

6.1-7.3 (a .80 in. 
.0015-.0029 in. 
.0015-.0029 in. 

.001-.0035 in. 

3.36-3.38 111. 

.006-.009 m. 

7.79-7.87 (d: 1.40 in. 
.0015-.0029 in . 
.0015-.0029 m. 
.002-.004 in. 
.0015-.0055 111. 

.001-.002 in. 

.490-.510 in . 

.0015-.006 in. 

.0036 in. 

.0951-.0956 111. 

.0955-.0960 in. 
1.118-1.120 in. 

.0036 111. 

.0749-.0754 m. 

.0753-.0758 in. 

ENGINE BOLT AND NUT TORQUE SPECIFICATIONS 

Application: 
Main Bearing Cap Bolts . 
Cylinder Head Bolts (Hot) . 
Oil Pan to Cylinder Block . 
Flywheel to Crankshaft . 
Exhaust Manifold to Cylinder Head . 
Intake Manifold to Cylinder Head . 
Oil Pump to Cylinder Block . 
Oil Pump Cover Plate . 
Oil Filter to Cylinder Block . 
Cylinder Front Cover . 
Water Outlet Connection . 
Valve Chamber Cover . 
Camshaft Sprocket to Camshaft . 

(Lbs. Ft ) 
120-130 
90 
12-15 
75-85 
23-2R 
23-28 
12-15 
12-15 
20-25 
23-28 
23-28 
2.0-2.5 
15-18 
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ENGINE BOLT AND NUT TORQUE SPECIFICATIONS 

Damper or Pulley to Crankshaft . 130-145 
Connecting Rod Nuts . 45-50 
Rocker Shaft Support to Cylinder Head " . 
Valve  Rocker Arm Clearance Adjustment 

22-25 

Screw Lock Nut . 30-35 
Rocker Arm Chamber Cover . 2.0-2.5 
Water Pump to Cylinder Block or Front Cover . 23-2R 
Oil Pick-Up Tube to Oil Pump (Nut) . 10-12 
Oil Pick-Up Tubc to Oil Pan (Nut) . 28-32 
Valve Pushrod Chamber Cover " . 2.0-2.5 
Fuel Pump to Cylinder Block or Front Cylinder Cover . 23-28 
Air Cleaner Anchor Screw Stud to Carburetor . 4-5 

BODY SPECIFICATIONS 

.....- .~.---'--------------_...

General Information: 
Construction . 
Number of Body Mounts . 
Body Mounts  Material . 
Doors: 

Type ., . 
Hinge Location . 

Door Handles  Type: 
Outside . 
Inside . 
Door Locks . 

Weatherproofing . 

Rear Deck Lid: 
Hinge Type . 
Counterbalancing . 

Deck Lid Handle: 
Type . 

Windshield Wiper . 

Windows  Ventilating Wings: 
Front Vent, Usage . 
Front Vent, Operation . 
Type of Glass . 

Door Windows: 
Operation . 

Type of Glass . 
Rear Windows: 

Description . 
Type of Glass . 

Seats  Front: 
Cushion . 
Seat Back . 

Seat Adjustment: 
Type . 
Horizontal Movement . 
Vertical (Electric only) . 

All Steel Welded 
20 
Tire Carcass and Steel Spacers 

Double Panel Const. 
Forward 

Push Button, Latch Release 
Pull, Knob on Handles 
Safety Type Rotor and Latch 
Rubber Seal Outside 
Wind Cord Inside 

Link 
Yes 

Ornamental, Key release (Lock 
Cylinder Integral with Ornament) 
2 Blade, Vacuum Operated with 
Coordinated W /S Washer 

Standard 
Electric with Lock 
Laminated 

Electric 
Laminated 

One Piece Curved 
Tempered Plate 

Removable 
Removable 

Electric 
411t 111. 

11/2 in.-lYt 111. 
I 
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BODY SPECIFICATIONS
 

Windshield: 
Description . . . . . . 
Type of Glass . . . . 

Seats - Rear: 
Cushion .. . . . . . . 
Seat Back . . . . . . . . 

Fresh Air Ducts . . . . . . . . 
Cowl Ventilator .. . . . . . . 

Design Clearances: 
Hood: 

Cowl.... .. . 
Fender . . . . . . . . . . 

Front Door: 
Roof Drip Moulding . . . . . .. 
Door Vent & Windshield Pillar . . . . . . 
Cowl . 
Fender ... . . . . . . . . 
Rocker .. 
Center Pillar/Quarter .. 

Deck Lid:
 
Upper Back Panel ..
 
Quarters ..
 
Lower Back Panel . . . . . . . .
 

Instrument Panel: 
Clearance Between Windshield Garnish and Door 

Garnish Moulding. .... 
Clearance Around Glove Box Door (Top & Sides) 

Design Adjustments: 
Hood: 

At Hinges:
 
Fore & Aft (Total)
 
Up & Down (Total)
 
Side to Side (Total) .. . .
 

Dowel: 
Fore & Aft (Total) . . . . . . . ... 
Up & Down (Total) ., . . . .. 
Side to Side (Total) .. .. 

Adjustable Bumpers:
 
Up & Down (Total)
 

Fender:
 
Front End Assembly:
 

Fore & Aft (Total)
 
Side to Side (Total):
 

At Radiator Support . . . .. 
At Fender Top - Rear .. 
At Fender Bottom - Rear . . . . .. .. 

Up & Down (Total): 
At Radiator Support , . 
At Fender Top - Rear 

At Hood Lock Dowel Support:
 
In & Out (Total) ...
 

One-piece wrap-around 
Laminated 

Removable 
Removable 
Dual-Right and Left Hand 
None 

5/32 in. 
5/32 in. 

3/16 in. 
3/16 in. 
5/32 in. 
5/32 Ill. 
1/4 in. 
I /8 Ill. 

5/32 Ill. 
5/32 in. 
3/8 in. 

13/64 in. 
3/32 in. 

7/16 in. 
1/4 in. 
3/8 Ill. 

1/8 
3/8 in. 
1/8 

1/2 Ill. 

1/4 Ill. 

1/4 Ill. 
1/4 in. 
1/4 in. 

1/4 Ill. 
1/4 in. 

1/16 in. 
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BODY SPECIFICATIONS 

Doors: 
At Hinges: 

Fore & Aft (Total) . 1/4 in. 
Up & Down (Total) . 1/4 in. 
In & Out (Total) . 1/4 in. 

Striker Plates: 
Up & Down (Total) . 1/4 in, 
In & Out (Total) . 1/4 in. 

Frame & Vent Assembly: 
Glass Run Channel- Division Bar Side: 

Lower  Fore & Aft . 1/4 in. 
Lower  In & Out . 3/8 in. 

Glass Run Channel- Lock Side: 
Lower -In & Out . 3/8 in. 
Lower  Fore & Aft . None 

Door Glass: 
Door Vent: 

Fore & Aft (Total) . 1/4 in. 
Tilt at Top (Total) ; . 1/4 in. 

Quarter Glass: 
Quarter Window Assembly: 

Fore & Aft (Total) . ] /4 in. 
Up & Down (Total) . 1/4 in. 

Door Locking System  Safety Type: 
Outside Door Handle Adjusting Pin . 1/64"-3/64" free play 
Remote Control Linkage at Lock Assembly . 1/16" free play 
Inside Locking Button Height When Locked . 1/2 in. 
Overlap of Door Latch in Striker . 9/32-7/32 

Deck Lid: 
At Hinges: 

Up & Down (Total) . 11/32 in. 
Fore & Aft (Total) . 5/]6 in. 
Side to Side (Total) . 5jl6 in. 

Striker: 
Up & Down (Total) . 27/64 in. 

Adjustable Bumpers: 
Up & Down (Total) . 1/2" (3/32" Up- ]3/32" Down) 

Instrument Panel: 
Glove Box Door: 

Hinges  Side to Side (Total) . 3/8 in. 
Striker  Fore & Aft (Total) . ] /4 in. 

Front Seat Assembly: 
Seat Track  4-Way Electric  Rearward . 2 in. 
Seat Track Travel- Fore & Aft (Total) . 4114 in. 
Seat Track Travel (Power Seat) - Up & Down 

(Total) . 11/2 11 Frt.-l%" Rear 

Front Bumpers: 
Up & Down (Total) . 1 in. (1 /8" increments in 

serrated pl ate) 
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BODY SPECIFICAnONS 

Rear Bumpers: 
Up & Down (Total) 1 m. (1/8" increments m 

serrated plate) 
Lubrication & Maintenance: 

2,000 Miles: 
Hood: 

Lock M-4648-G (Lubriplate) 
Auxiliary Catch M-4648-G (Lubriplate) 
Hinge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. M-4648-G (Lubriplate) 

Doors: 
Check Arms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. M-4648-G (LubripJate) 
Lock  Lock Cylinders M-2C20 (Lock Lubricant-Clear) 

Deck Lid: 
Hinge " M-4648-G ("Lubriplate) 
Lock & Lock Cylinders , M-2C20 (Lock Lubricant-Clear) 

16,000 Miles or One Year: 
Front Seat Power Regulator Shafts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. M-4648-G (Lubriplate) 

NOTES
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Fire Destroys 3 Sound Stages, 4 
Movie'Sets at Burbank Studios' 

Official Estimates Multimillion-Dollar Loss at 30-Acre 
RanchFa~ilityi FormerHom,eofColum~i~ Picture,s 
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FIRE ONTttE SET...-Firemen battle early morning blaze at Burbank studios in which three sound stages and four movie sets were destroyed. 
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THE cOtfrlNENTAL MARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

The author, Buddy E. Holiday, chatting with Walter W. Goepp1nger, center, owner 
of the only Mark II convertible, and J't1'.ark II designer, John Reinhart on the right. 
The scene was the 1975 Western National L.C.O.C. meet at Coronado, California. 

The 1957 Mark II of the 
author after it was·in 
the spectacular multi
million dollar fire on 
september 9, 1974, at 
The Burbank Studios. see 
opposite page. It was re
stored at that time, too. 
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Note the stainless steel exhaust tubine and the 
location of the air cleaner decal. 

This is the 1957 hood. Note the liner and the metal 
in the insets of the hood. 1956 has a fiber material 
in the insets. Note the one li~ht for 1957. 
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THE CONTINENTAL ~ARK II RESTORERS GUIDE 

HID
 
There are main headings and sub headings: Such as body; anything relating to the 
exterior body will be under this heading. The main headings are: 

ARTICLES CHASSIS EXHAUST SPECIFICATIONS 
BODY CHROt4E FUEL SUSPENSION 
BRAKES DEALERS INTERIOR TIRES AND "/HEELS
COLORS ELECTRICAL LUBRICATION TRANSMISSION 
COOLING ENGINE SERIAL NUMBERS 

ARTICLES - MISCELLANEOUS 
A TRICE TOLD TALE ••••••••••••28, 29 
DRIVERS REPORT•••••••••••••••76, 77, 78, 79 
DEATH OF THE CONTINENTAL•••••80, 81,82 
v/HAT IS IT LIKE TO OWN A $/0,00 CAR? •• 83 
AN INQUEST INTO THE FATE OF THE MARK II •••84, 85, 86, 87 
RECORD •••••••••••••••••••••••98, 99 
INSURANCE ••••••••••••••••••••6 
PRODUCTION COST•••••••••••••• 6 
HISTORIC •••••••••••••••••••••7,8 
IMPORTANT NAMES ••••••••••••••8 
PROTOTYPES ••••••••••••••••••• 9, 55, 56, 
PRESS RELEASES ••••••••••••••• IO, lit 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21t 22, 

23, 24, 25, 26 
QUOTES ••••••••••••••••••••••27 
PRODUCTION AND SALES ••••••••29, 40, 62, 81, 
FORD PUBLICATIONS •••••••••••30, 57, 94, 
MISC. PUBLICATIONS •••••••••• 31, 32, 
PROBLEMS WITH YOUR MARK II? ••ASK BUDDY •••88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96 
GLUE-ADHESIVE•••••••••••••••57, 
ALUMINUM•••••••••••••••••••• 58 
MUSEUM••••••••••••••••••••••58 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION•••55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 66, 6 
DIFFERENCES ON THE 1956 & 1957••••63, 64, 23, 
EQUIPMENT AND OPTIONS ••••••65 , 22, 
MODEL CARS ••••••••••••••••• 66 
ADVERTISING PAGE•••••••••••67 
CONVERTIBLES AND SPECIAL CUSTOMS ••••68, 69, 70, 71, 72 
DEALER WARRANTY ••••••••••••74, 75 
DECALS ••••••••••••••••••••• 97, 125 , 111,222 
SIGNIFICANT DATES •••••••••• 12, 13, 20 
STUDIO RENTALS ••••••••••••• I 

BODY 
ALIG~~tr ••••••••••••••••••41, 105, 106 
TRUNK HINGES •••••••••••.•••• 95 
BUMPERS AND GUARDS •••••••••42, 44, 98, 105 
ROOD.AND RELATED PARTS •••••46, 47, 48,79,96, 109, 110,222 
WIPERS AND MOTORS •••••••••• 96, J25. 
SHEET METAL•••••••••••••••• 102, /04,100, 
GLASS ••••••••••••••••••••••44, 45, 1/3, 
DOOR LOCKS •••••••••••••••••46, 106, 108 
DOOR STOPS•••••••••••••••••89, 106, 108 
FRESH AIR AND INTAKES ••••••47 
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INDEX CONTINUED 

BODY 

WEATHERSTRIP •••• ~ ••••••••99, 101
 
EXTERIOR APPEARANC£ ••••••41
 

BRAKES 

DRUMS, LININGS, BOOSTER, ETC ••• 17, 26, 92, 96, 119, 159, 160, 161 

COLORS

14,17,18,25,34,38,48,49,50,51,52,53,59,61,73,104,105,107 

COOLING 

AIR CONDITIONING, COOLING, HEATING ••••47, 60, 122, 123 

CHASSIS 

FRAME•••••••••••••••••••• 128, see suspension 

CHROME 

BUMPERS ••••••••••••••••••42, 44, 98, 105
 
EXTERIOR AND STAINLESS STEEL•••41, 42, 101
 
GRILL••••••••••••••••••••46, 95, 107
 
HEAD LAMP DOORS •••••••••••44, 78, 89, 97, 117
 
ROCKER MOULDINGS •••••••••43, 79
 
REAR VIEW MIRROR •••••••••42, 55, 91
 
TRUNK ORNAMENT•••••••••••44
 
WHEEL COVERS •••••••••••••43,57,61,78
 

DEALERS 

DEALERS IN MARK II PARTS •••3,4,5,36 

ELECTRICAL 

FUSES ••••••••••••••••••••79
 
GAS GAUGE ••••••••••••••••90
 
MOTORS, VENT, QUARTER, WINDOW, SEAT••• 59,88,94,95,121
 
PARK LAMPS••••••••••••••• 112
 
TAIL LAMPS ••••••••••••••• 112,117,118
 
SWITCHES •••••••••••••••••57,59,89,90
 
ELECTRICAL AND DIAGRAMS •••57,59,79,89,91,95,96,97, 176 thru 190
 
HEADLAMPS •••••••••••••••• 117
 
INSTRUMENT CLUSTER••••••• 114, I15, 116
 

ENGINE 

ENGINE •••••••••••••••••••6,I5,16,136,137,138,139,140,143
 
ENGINE DETAILS •••••••••••47,50,222
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INDEX CONTINUED 

EXHAUST 

EXHAUST••••••••••••••••••• 135, 222 

ruEL 

CARBURETOR•••••••••••••••• I64,165,168,170,171,172,173
 
FUEL LID ASSEMBLY •••••••••58,78,88,1 12
 
FUEL TANK••••••••••••••••• 166,167
 
FUEL PUMP ••••••••••••••••• 174
 
FUEL LEAKS ••••••••••••••••88,91
 
FUEL r,AUGE ••••••••••••••••90
 

INTERIOR 

DASH ••••••••••••••••••••••941 I 13,114,115,1 16 
RADIO AND ANTENNA •••••••••43,93,94,95,111,126 
LIGHTERS ••••••••••••••••••95 
MATERIALS ••••••••••••••••• 17,18,20,25,34,35,36,37,38,49,53,54,61 
PACKAGE TRAY••••••••••••••88 
STEERING WHEEL AND COLUMN ••• 120, 121 
VINYL••••••••••••••••••••••54,63 
CLEANING ••••••••••••••••••• 198,199 
DYEING •••••••••••••••••••••59 
CONSOL•••••••••••••••••••••62,63,94,116 
CARPETING ••••••••••••••••••54,97 
TRUNK AREA •••••••••••••••••54,54,62,63 
FRONT SEAT MEASURD-1ENTS •••• 133 

LUBRICATION 

LUBRICATION ••••••••••••••• 192,193,194,195,196,197
 
OIL FILTER•••••••••••••••• 142,191,192,193
 

SERIAL NUMBERS 

DSO - DEALERS SPECIAL ORDERS •••39,40,45,61,66
 
PATENT PLATE ••••••••••••••33,34,37,39,40,56
 
FIRST AND LAST NUMBERS •••• 29,33,39;40,55,56
 
SERIAL NU~mER r,RAPH ••••••62,63
 

SPECIFICATIONS 

16,17,26,58,200 thru 219 
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SUSPENSION 

POWER STEERING •••••••••••• 16,90,144,145,146,147,148,149 
SPRINGS ••••••••••••••••••• 16,26,47,58,92 
FRONT SUSPENSION •••••••••• 129,130,131,144 
REAR SUSPENSION ••••••••••• 131,132,134 
DRIVE LINE •••••••••••••••• 133 
VIBRATIONS •••••••••••••••• 92,133 

TIRES AND WHEELS 

6,17,26,43,45,57,61,78,119 

TRANSMISSION 

TRANSMISSION •••••••••••••• 16,26,58,127,150 thru 158,165 

NOTES 

226 




